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To the-Honourable and rruly Religious 


ELIZABETH 


| Lady of the Right Hononrable 
| Sir Nathan Wright, T.ord 
Keeper of the Great Seal of 
England, &C. 


Madam, 


His ſmall Manual, which 

has already found a cour- 
teous Entertainment from the 
hands of divers Religious Per- 
ſons, is now ambitious to be ſeen 
in Yours; hoping by this means, 
a way may be made for its more 
general Reception in this City 
and Nation, where Treatiſes of 
this kind areneceſlary for the Pre- 
vention of Miſtakes, and Encous- 
ragement of true Religion. [1 
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- The Dedication, 


humbly preſume, ic may art leaſt 
be ſomewhar uſeful in procuring 
to your Honourable Perſon and 


Family, an encreaſe of Bleſſings | 


Spiritual and Temporal, in that 


It deſigns to afford Light, Afſt- | 


ance, and Direction to ſincere Pie- 
ty and Devotion, upon which 


thoſe Bleſſings are by God s Pro- _ 
miſes intail'd. Upon theſe only 


hopes, this Divine Art of Prayer 
now courts Your Ladyſhips Pa- 
cronage, and its Author humbly 
begs the honour of being admit- 
Ks one of 


Madan, 
Year Laayſhips moſt Hume 


ayd Devoted Servants 


Marius D* Aſh;gny. 


THE 


PREFACE 


To the Devout Chriſtian. 


ſuppoſe I need not ule Arguments to 
| recommend to you the uſe of this lit- 
tle Treatiſe ; Tour Pious Temper and 
Reljzions Diſpoſition (after a peruſal } 
will find that Satisfattion aud Benefit 
thit is intended, ana ſuch conſiderable 
| Affiſtances to your Devotions, as will 
' not Jaffer Jou to reject or {ii che it, bes 
; cauſe of the {malines of the ; Book, the 
ob, urity or mean flation of the Author, 
| or the frequency of the Subject, Fer I 
' may ſay, that here are Obſervations, 
; Direfions, Reaſons, ana Conſtaerati- 
ons #08” this Subj, not aluall 7a. ef 
with elſewhere, and which A Te from 
a lona experience in the Service of Gol 
* and Retigton, 
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The Preface. 
IT confeſs, that 1 firſt deſigwa theſe Me. thos 
aitations only for my Country Neigh.. diti 
bours, at the requeſt of ſome Religious| tob 
Perſons, they being in a remote corner, 1 
of the Land, at a diſtance from other, prop 
lite Books of Devotion, with which thej| rage 
had but little Acquaintance, And [| tton 
conceived they might more readily embr ace| our 
my Advices in this kind, becauſe of their hat 
knowledge of .:me, and eſteem of my Per-. Pra 
Jon and Studies, The Language there-; Pr, 
fore and jtyle was made the more eafre| tio 
and plain, that it might be levelld to! our 
their Capacities, For I deſign not words\ con; 
but Matter, Senſe, and Reaſon, not ”" neſ. 
wrap them in a cloudy Diſcourſe or lofty! 
Expreſſion, but to lay them open to the| cor 
Apprehenfion of the Vulgar ſort. But| Pai 
the firſt Impreſſion having met with a ge-| her 
neral Approbation, and (notwithſtanding| Di 
the multiplicity of other Books of Devo-| Fo 
tion ſet out by the moſt eminent Men of | of « 
our Church, ) been ſo kindly received from _ 
te Publick, to be reduc'd in a ſhort time wil 
to a ſcarcity, at the deſire of ſome Intelli. ou 
gent and Devoat Perſons, it has been”; tit, 
thourht | 


— 


The Preface. | 
| thought adviſable to print this ſecond E- 


- dition, with ſuch Additions as may ſeens 


to be wanting in the firſt. 
In the beginning you ſhall find the moſt 


y ; prper Direflioms, Helps and Encou- 


| ragements to pray well ; with a Vindica- 


tion of our Forms end. Prayers in uſe 11 


2| our Charch of England. To which 1 
' have annexed atvers Meditations and 
Prayers, that you might have here the 


Prattice, as well as the Rules of Devo- 
tion. And becanſe in the Kyiowledge of 
our good God and merciful Saviour, 
conſiſts eternal Life and future Happ- 
neſs, as well as the preſent ſatisfaction 


| ana comforts of our Spirit, and the en- 


corragement of our Faith, Humility, 
Patience and other Graces. Tou have 
here Meditations and Prayers upon the 
Divine Attributes, with ſeveral other 
Forms adapted to the various gens 
of our Mortality. 

Let not therefore your Familiarity 
with the Works of other Divines, cauſe 
ou to miſtake this as uſeleſs, or a Repe- 


> tition of the gift of Prayer, or what bas 


been 


The Preface. 


been pabliſh'd by others. Tow will find 
the a ien to be otherwiſe, to enable the 
| Soul, not ſo much to ſpeak the words| 
a5 to recommend the things that we want 

to the Divine Boanty, with that Decen. 
cy, Humility, Reſpett, and other De. 
vout Qualifications of the mind, that. ar! 
required from us, as Creatares and Ser. Wi 
wants of ſo holy a Majeſty. 

Therefore as 1 teflon nothing but your 
Aſſiſtance and Spiritual Comfort, | 
aoubt not but that theſe Advices «vl DJs 
redtions, will meet with a favourable Ac-\ _ = 
ceptance from all Rational, Religions Low 
and grateful Chriſtians, whoſe Buſineſ bure 
is Devotion, the Service of God, and to We 1 
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DISCOURSE 
To encourage to 
With the moſt proper Helps and DireCtions 
to pray well. 


HERE is no Duty of Religion 
more excellent, more divine, more 
beneficial, and of a greater Concern- 
ment to us all, than thar of Prayer. 
For in reſpect of God, *tis an Adoration, and an 
open acknowledgment of all his glorious Atrri- 
bures ar once ; and rhe beſt and only return rhar' 
we poor Morrtals arc capable of, for all rhe Ex» 
reflions of his unwearted goodneſs. And in re- 
ipect of Man the Peritioner, 'ris rhe moſt effectu- 


| al means to lupply our continual wants,to procure 
and increale the divine Graces in our Souls, to 


arm us againſt all che affaults of Worldly Mis- 
fortunes, and prediſpoſe us for an Erernal Com- 


. munion with our great Creator. So many and 


——_— 


ſnch real Advantages which we reap from 
the performance of this our Duty, are ſufficient 
Encouragements to ſtir up our negligence, and 
ro oblige us ro preſent our ſelves very often in 
Prayer to the Divine Majeſty, whoſe power is 


- gnſwerable ro his Goodnels, of 2n infinire cxtenr; 


| ObjeQions, thar men "oj corrupt minds and man- 


and may diſcover the folly of thoſe frivolous, 


Ay 
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ON 'The divine Art of Prayer. 

ners invent to difſwade us from praying. Fo 
when a conſiderable Benefit appears, rogethe 
with the expreſs Command of our God, if the 
Senſe of Duty be nor ſufficient to move us, the 
-:xpectarion of our own good ſhould cauſe us t 
'er afide all other conſiderations. Now in thi; 
caſe of Prayer, here is confiderable, nay, aſſured 
and' unſpeakable Benefits mentioned before, 4 


riſing from rhence tro our Bodies and our Souls, 


The Proſperity, the Health, the Riches, he 
Honours, Bletlings, and the very breath of the 
former, with all other Temporal rhings relating 
ro its good, are in the Hands, and ar the diſpo- 
fal of our God ; they procecc| from his Bounty, 
and arc commonly obtaind by our Zealou 
Prayer ; for God, an unchangeable Truth, hati 
promiſed in his holy Word, to have a {pectal re 
oard to the Prayer of the Deſticure, to near the 
groaning of the Priſoners, to Toole them thar are 
appointed to Death, Thar he will cauſe him 
that asketh to receive, he rhar ſceketh from him 
his Neceſſities, ſhall find thein in due rime, 
'T hat he will grant whatloeyer we ask in Chrift; 
Name. Thar he will hear the Prayers of all 
Fleſh, and perform their deſires. "Thar he wil 
open the Freaſurics of his Mercics, ro ſuch a 
call upon his Name, and grant them their re 
queirs. Ina word, God promticth that he will 


tzecly beſtow upon us all thoſe carthly adyants- 
gcs ve-hich Men fo highly cſtcem and ſtand in 


need of, In confideration of our deyour and 
-onſtant Prayer, rogether with the more laſting 
and more exccllent Riches of the Soul, P/;:n 


I 02. 17. Z£ike T1909. Fohn 14. 1:3... P/al. 655 


Fer. 29. 12, anG Fer. 33+ 3. ICC. 13. ©. 
If teme prophane Varies thaz contemn God 
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and Religion, and neglect this Duty, neverthe;; | 
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The divine Art of Prayer, 5 
For leſs ſeem ro be ſo happy as to be loaden with theſe 
thi] Temporal Blefſings, they enjoy them nor with 
thef char deliciouſneſs and conrenr as a praying Soul : 
" That which ro the larrer is a real Benefir, proves 
; to] « preſent Curſe ro the former, an aggravation 
this and the fewel of rheir Vices. Neither can they 
red. find that ſweetneſs in good which naturally 1x 
+ yields, and a good Chriſtian raſtes ; partly be- 
als. cauſe rhe fears and apprehenfions which come 
the monly arrend upon a diſorderly behaviour, 
che with the gripings of an awaken'd Conſcience, 
ng ſower and poiton all the Mercies of Heaven ; 
0 and partly becauſe the ſecret Curſe, that ac- 
ty, companies the wicked in the neglect of their 
us Duties ro God, changes the yery narure of rhe 
th greareſt Blefiings. Ler therefore che Care, Dis 
ec ligence, and Frugaliry of our Fore-fathers make 

he newer ſo much proviſion for us: Ler God's Pro- 
re vidence pur into our hands a plentiful Eftare, Ho- 
m nours, Powes and Aurhority, as ſoon as we are 
n born, Prayer is as needtul in ſuch a Condition, 
ce asif we were daily to expect the continual Sup- 
's plies of God's Bounry to entertain our beings, as 
i! 1f we had no ſuch affurance of a livelihood in 
|| the World. Human Greatneſs, if nor ſuppor- 
s; &d and animared by Goodneſs and Piery, 1s like 
- thoſe unweildy Bodies, the ſooner brought to 
| raine for want of Viral Spirits, required ro keep 
- them in motion, and preterve them from the en- 
|. croachings of the Difcates unro which their 
| groflneſs and farneſs are inclinable. Worldly 
promotion can never be well maintain and con- 
tinued, bur by thar Providence from whence it 

| firſt proceeds. Reaſon 1s well as Religion ob- 
liges us to ſeek from God's mercy the preſerva- 
nan af rhoſe Stores of good things which he hath 


bountifully beltowed upcy us, lecing that witke 
IS- B3 OUT 
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out it they muſt needs decay, and ſhrink away 
ro nothing. Think nor thy ſelf, O Man, lels 
indebred ro thy God, becauſe he. hath given] 
thee, by whole-iale, all the Riches of the Earth 


.which he diſtribures ro others but by retail, and 


thar rhcrefore thou dependeſt not 10 much upon! 


his Power, and needcit not !o much his continu-; 


al aſſiſtance, as others of the loweſt rank of Men, 
gSooner may the Moon and glittering Stars yield 
their lighr, and comiocrtable Influences, wirhou! 
the Aſpect of the Sun ; ſconer may the Earth 


oug forth its varicty of Creatures, withou 
the 


cleſtial Globes, than that Man, tho neve 
ſo Rich 2nd Powerful, ſhould tubtiſt withour hi 
God. When therefore Solomcr:, the wilcit of al 
the Kings of 1/;ae/,- built the tarnous Ten: ple « 


Feuſalem, he placed twe King's Bed-Chambe 


near to God s Sanftuary, and cauicd a door 


Jead imo it, whereof the Key was tranimitte 


with the Crown and Sceprer of 1/-a:l, and al 
ways in the King's poſſctiion, that this migh 
mind him of his dependence upcn his God, ard 


ro ſeck from him thole Blufſings andl che prorect; 


on that he conrtinuaily wantcd in rhar lofty Sta: 


tion of Honour. It theretore our Sublilterce 


the preſcrvation of our Eitates in rhe highett de 
gree of Power, and rhe continual attittarce « 


our God, ncedijul in the ercateſt abundatice 
- proceed jrom his bountiful hand, and are obrain 
_ able by, and promited ro our Pravers, 1i.oul! 


not this cbl:ge us ro araw near with kjumilic 


0 the Throne of Ged's Grace to offer 15 thi 


cheap Sacriice always ready and at hand, to ac 


.ceptable to our gocd God ? 


I confeſs he is acquainted with our indigen 


.cics, and his infinite knowlecg nceds nor be it 
formed of the things that we want in the World 


{C: 
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The divine Art of Prayer. - 

for. he knows our neceſſities before we ask, and 
our ignorance in asking. He underſtands our 
moſt boſom rhoughts, He ſecs and foreſces 
what is moſt uſeful both for our Souls and Bo- 
dies. Tho' this Conſideration may ſeem to 
render our Prayers frivolous, and nor ſo needful 


as if God were ignorant of our Wants. Yer 


Chriſt and his Holy Apoſties, require- and ad= 
viſe us both by their Examples, and' Commands, 
to lay open our Neceflitics in Prayer to our gra- 
cious God; and Narure ir ſelf calls upon us to 
ſeek from him a ſupply ro our daily Wants. 
For we muſt nor look upon Prayer as a ftmple 
information of our defires and eitars, bur as an 
opcn acknowledgement of God's Liberality and 
Riches; nor as in increaſe ro his knowledge, 
which is in it feif Infinite, and can admit ng aug 
mentation, bur as a means appointed by his 
Wiſdom, ro increaſe and augment our happinets, 
Neither muſt we look upon Prayer as an vbliga= 
tion 1:1d upon God, - ro commilerare our poor 
Condition, bur as a merhod ro diipolc and ren- 
der us fit ro receive the Mercics oi Heaven, and 
as that unro which God's promiſes of Earthly 
and Spiritual Bleffings arc annexed. Which 
the divine Wifdom hath ſo much rhe more cauſe 
ro encourage, and we {intul Men ro practice, 
becaule it 15 the moſt agreeable ro God's mayni- 
ficence and unlimited Bounry, and ro Man's 
weakneſs and poverry. Becaute ir is the moſt 
excellent Armour tro ſtrengthen us againſt the 
aflaulrs of worldly Catualries, the ſafeſt ſhelter 
where we may rctrear when purſued by Ene- 
mies, by Storms, and Tempelts, the beſt Pour» 
veyor, to procure us all things needtul for our 
maintenance and beings. And becaule ir is the 
readicit means ro entertain and increaſe thar fa- 
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giliariry with our God, which muſt of necellity 
precede that Erernal Union and Communion 
with him, which we ſhall enjoy in the Eſtate of 


Glory. God will have us draw nearer to him 


by degrees, and nor leap from our vile Fellow- 
ſhip with $in and the World, into an immediare 
fruition of his unſpeakable Bliſs. As there is a 
vaſt diſtance berween theſe rwo extreams, it is 
nor poſſible to paſs from the one to the orher in a 


moment, or without ſome mediums thar are ap-| 
pointed ro rid us of rhe indiſpoſition of the one, | 
and prepare us for the acceptance of the other, 
Ir is for that good purpoſe thar his Wiidom con-. 


deſcends tro ſend us the aſſiſtance of his divine 
Graces, by which our Souls are nor only cleant- 
ed from the filrhineſs of our finful habits, bur 
alſo enabled ro this bleſſed Correſpondence with 
God in Prayer, the Fountain of all ſpiritual Joy 
and Comfort. 


Ler not therefore any Perſwafionor diſcourage- ! 


ment hinder thee, O Chriſtian, from vifiring 
otren thy God in Prayer. Let not the finful- 
neſs of thy Actions, the vitiouſneſs of thy Diſ- 
poſition, the mulripliciry of worldly buſineſs, 
the Cares and Troubles of the World, nor any 
miſtake of God or of thy ſelf, cauſe rhce ro 0- 
mit this beneficial Dury. Whar if thou arr ſin- 
ful, or narurally indiſpoſed to ſo holy a Pcrfor- 
mance. Remember Chriſt in Heaven fits ar 
God's Righr Hand to intercede for thee, ro ren- 
der thy Prayers eftectual, ro fanctitie thy Groans, 
and offer them up to thy God. Whar if thou 
makeſt thy Addreſſes to a glorions Be;ng,of an in- 


finite Power and Majeſty : If thy diſpotition be , 
Ffuitable ro the Dury, thon maycit draw near 
with confidence to the Throne of his Grace, for 


ke is thine Heavenly Father, he defircs nothing 
more 


| 
. 
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Tiry| miore than ro render thee happy, and to beſtow 
ion! upon thee his Mercies. Confider his gracious in- 


vitations and many encouragements in his holy 
im, Word. Come unto me all ye that travel, and 
wel arc heavy laden, and TI will refreſh you, Matrh. 
are! 11. 28. Call upon me in the day of trouble, and 
Sa IT will hear thee, and thou ſhalt glorifie me, Plal. 
is 50. 15. The Lerd 7s pood and ready to forgive, 
| a. and plentcous in mercy unto all them that call upor 
p-| him, Pſal, 36. 5. Before we cal! he will anſwer, 
1e, | and while we are yet ſpeaking he will hear, Iſaiah 
er,, 65. 24. To all that turn to him, the Lord 7s gra= 
n-. cious and merciful, flow to anger and of preat 
ne kindneſs, Joel 2. 13. He will not break the brui- 
fo ſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoahing Fiax, Matt. 
at 12. 20. Shall his mercy. be ſo ready to rcceive 
bh thee, and wilt thou be fo unworthy ro Craw 
y back ? Shall his goodnelis long to beſtow upon 

thee whar thou wanteſt, and wilt thou be fo 
.. * _unrealonable ro contemn it ? Shall his Love de- 
fire ro be acquainted with thee by thy frequent 
Addreſſes, and wilt thou be fo ungrateful to 
ſi:zghr his ofered kindneſs 2 Take norice of the 
juit puniſhment of thoſe ungracious Souls whom 
z hs Wiſdom invires in vain to her felf. Becauſe 
; T nave called, and ye refuſed, 1 have ſtretched out 
my Laid and no man rezarded, but ye have ſet at 
naunht all my Counſel, and would nme of my Re- 
proof. IT aiſo will laugh at your Calamity, I will 
mech won your fear cometri, Then ſhall they 
call upon me, but T will not anſwer, they ſhall ſeek 
me early, vut they ſhall not find me, &C. Prov. 
1..25; 26; 28. 

Adverfity may have that Power to awaken 
many, who 1n projperity from one year to an0-= 
ther icarce think of praying ro their Go: : Bur 
what can ſuch expect in reaſon trom his Bonn- 
S4 ty, 
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xy, which they in their flouriſhing Eftare deſpiſq 
or neglect ? Thoſe Services can never be thought g 
zeal and fincere, unto which neceffity drives x 
[Men ; and thoſe perſons that make a mock off ] 
this Dury ar any time, cannot probably receive 
from ir, in their greateſt urgencies, the bencfity ' 
they expect. Ir is therefore Wiſdom conſtant- ( 
Ty to practice that which may ſtand us in good « 
Kead, and wirhour which we ſhall afſuredly be} + 
ar a loſs. Prayer may help and comfort theey | 
©D Man ! when all orher helps and comforts for-! 
Jake thee, when thy Riches and thy Guards, thy! | 
Treaſure and thy Friends, thy Power and thy! 
Glory ſhall leave thee ro be Tormented with' 
The Pangs of a Diſeaſe, or ſuffer thee ro pals a- 
Jone and naked through the dark and mournful 
Vale of Death. In a word, when all the 
World can yield thee no affiftance, Prayer a-: 
Jone may affiit and relieve thee. | 
1 cannor preſcribe ro any perſons the times and 
-moments for every one to make his Addreſſes to 
His God. There is no hour of rhe day nor. 
Nighr, bur the divine goodneſs is ready to re- | 
-ccive the humble Application of a duriful Sup- | 
Plicant. No wonder therefore that St. Paul ad- 
'Viteth us to pray without ceaſing. Which words | 


-we muſt nor ſo underſtand, as to ſpend all our 
'Time in this Duty, leaving all other neceflary 
_Employments of Life, as the ancient lafie Here- | 


'Ticks, ſirnamed by the Fathers Euchits, raught 
by their Doctrine and Practice. Bur this Com- 


-mand may admit of a threcfold interpretation, 
- equally neceſſary for the obicrvance of a Chri- 


ſ#tian, 
__ Firſt, We may gofar ro the compleating of 
the Apoſtles Counſel, by ſending up unto God 
' without intermiſſion, our hearty defires, our 

ſighs, 


munns . Sf; 
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The divine Art of Prayer: 
Gghs, and groans, when we are buſie in our 
daily works to implore his needful affiſtance, 
and protection. The conſtant buſineſs of this 
Life ſhould nor hinder thee from this preparati- 
on for the next, nor the incumbrances of the 
World clog thy Soul from this elevation ro its 
God, with whom an uninterrupted correſpon=- 
dence will wonderfully advance our preſent af- 
fairs, as well as ditpoſe thee, O Man, for a 
more bleſſed Eſtate. | 

Secondly, in imitation of David, of Danzel, 
and of other Religious Men menrioned in holy 
Wrir, we may pray always, by a conſtant per- 
formance of Prayer art thole times that chiefly 
require a divine affiftance, and an acknow- 
ledgmenr of God's continual Mercies. Evening, 
Morning, and at Noon will I pray, and cry aloud, 
and he ſhall hear my Voice, faith David, P/at. 
55. 17. And Daniel could not be frighred, with 
the tear of the Lions fury, from praying three 
times a day ro his God. In the Morning when 
our Eyes are open again to behold the wonder=- 
ful works of God's Power and Wiſdom in the 
Creation and Preſervation of rhe World ; it con- 
cerns us ro praile his divine Attripurcs, that 
ſhine as brighr as rhe Sun over our Heads. 
When we receive a freſh exprettion of Goa's 
goodneſs, in keeping us ſafe from the dangers of 
the preceding Night, in adding anorher day to 
our | ives, and a continuance of all his Tempo- 
ral Favours, doth not Juliice and Reaſon call 
upon us to be as mindful of God's Bounty, as 
he is of our neceſfiitics, and ro be as liberal of 
our thanks, as he 1s of his Riches 2 When 1n 
the Morning thou ar: going abour thine Employ- 
nients, an. confidereit that alli thy 1: bours w:[1l 
be to little purpoſe withour God's Bleilings, 
B5 that 
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The divine Art of Prayer. 
that thou arr going through a world of dangers, | 
Spirirual and Temporal, a World of Enemies ! 
ſubril, malicious, and powerful, that beſiege} _ 
thee on all fides, 1s ir nor thine Intereſt to beg 
the favour and Protection of that good Creator, 
that thy Soul and thy Body may be preſervedin 
the midſt of all their envious atremprs, rhar thy, 
defigns and undertakings may be {ucceſsful, rhy | 
labours fruitful, and all thy proceedings proſpe- 
rous ? | 

Ar Noon when thou ſceſt thy Table covered | 
with God's good Creatures, appointed to 
{trengrhen thy Body, and taiteſt the fweetnels 
of his Mercies, thou can't do no leſs than lift 
up thy hands and thine cycs, in prayer, to this 
bounriful Crearor, as well to prailc him for 


Afuch a freſh expretiion of his liberality, ar that 


rime before thee, as to unplore his Blefling need- 
ful ro accompany rhe means uſed to recruit thy 
{trengrh and preſerve thy weak Body. 

In the Evening when the Curtains of the 
Night are {preading abour thee, when thou art 
lying down to refreſh thy wearied Body with 
reſt, when thou knoweſt nor the Cangers that] 
hang over thine head, and haſt no other means| 
ro avoid them, but God's gracious prote-tion, 
ſhould rhou nor, for thine own fatery, defire 
his favourable providence and all-ſceing eye, 
ro watch over thce, ſhelter, and defend rhee' 
from all ſpiritual and corporal Enemies 2 Were 
we bur {lenfible of the miſchievous remper of 
ſome of thoſe airy Spirits thar fly abour us, rhole 
many and ſubul Devils thar plot our deſtruction; 
did we bur underſtand their Power, Malice, and» 
their unavoidabie Affaulrts and propinquity, we 
ſhould need no other Arguments to pertwade us 
co arm our elves with God's nacrcitul protecti- 
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| on, when we lay our Heads down upon our Pil- 


lows. How ſoon ſhould we periſh, if God and 
his Holy Angels were not as watchful ro kecp 
us, as thoſe Enemics of Mankind are watchful 
ro deſtroy us! They wair continually for an 
opportunity ro vent their Natural diſpleaſure a- 
eainft us, and by the Evil Thoughts, filthy. 
Dreams, unuſual and unnatural diſturbances of 
the Mind, they diſcover themſelves in our ſleep, 
and their hatred againſt us. Who knows but 
that God, who holds them faſt in Chains, as ſo 
many furious Beaſts, will ler them looſe ro pu- 
niſh thy contempr of his Power and Providence, 
and neglect of his Duty, if thou forgctreſt ro call 
upon thy God. Remember therefore, O Man, 
thy weak, thy frail and perillous Condition ! 
Thy Life 1s bur a Breath, thy Riches uncertain, 
thy Glory bur a Shadow, thy Power bur for a 
time, thy Proſperity bur like a Dream,thy Beau=- 
ty bur a fancy, and thy Health always belieg'd 
and undermin'd with manyDiſeales,thy Body and 
Soul furrounded with Encmies,and thy preſcar 
i{tarc,ler it be never fo flouriſhing, is in a con= 

tinual want of God's favour, protection, and 
Bleitings. Whether thou riſcſt or layeſt thy ſelf 
down, litt up therefore thine Eyes and Hands 
in Prayer te this good God, to ifupply thee with 
thoſe things thar thou frandeit in need of, bur 
chiefly in the Morning and in the Evening. Let 
thete be rhe Soſemn and conſtant rimes of thine 
Addreſſes to God. Ofer up unto him the 
Morning Sacritice of Praycr, and the Evening 
of Praiic, Inthe Church of rhe Jews, rheſe 
were the appointed rimcs to call upon God, 
1 Chron. 16. 40. 2 Kinzs 16. 15. And Chrift 

our Saviour, whoſe Example the Name and 
Projegzon oi Clurithianity invite us ro follow, 
WaS 
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was wont ro conſecrate theſe hours to Pray- 
er and Devotion, Mat. 14. 23. Luke 6. 12. 
Mark 6. 46. 
ti Seeing therefore that Reaſon and Religion - 
| Hinds usto this Dury of Prayer in the begin- 
# ming and cloſe of the Day, and oblige us rhen | 
$ Fo renew our Correſpondence with God, roo 
| often interrupted by our daily miſcarriages, let | 
f not the multiplicity of Buſineſs, the Cares and | 
Troublcs of the World, the frighttul apprchen- | 
fions of Sin, diſcourage or hinder thee from 
this conſtant and necellary Familiarity with thy 


——— 


God. | 

When a ſudden occafion calls thee away, fo 
that thou art nor able ro offer up thy deſires 1n 
ſuch a ſolemn manner as is required ar rhelſe u- 
ſual times ; make uſe ar leaſt of the ſhorter Pray- 
ers, of the compendious Ejaculations of the mind. 
Ler thy Soul be with God, rho' the World hur- 
Tie: away thy Body. Spare a thought unto that 
merciful God, who hath ſpared rhee to artcnd 
upon thy neceſſary Occations, and who can 
Tender thine undertakings either proiperous Or 
unhappy, as he ſces convenient. Venture nor 
Our into the wide and troubleſom World, with- 
our the ſafeguard of God's Protection. And 
enter not into the ſhadows of the Nighr, this 
Coulin and remembrancer of Death, withour 
his merciful allowance, who hath the Keys of 
Dearh and of Hell. 

The third Interpretation of the Apoſtles Ad- 
vice, To pray without ceaſing, Is to be always 
in a dilpofition fir for Prayer, to ſhake of all 
Impediments, all incumbrances of Sin, which 
hinders us, thar the Soul may {till be in a readi- 
neſs with Wings of Faith and Love, ſtretched tos 
wards Heaven, always rcady to take its Fli £2 
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The divine Art of Prayer. - 12 

The troubles and vexations of the World 
ſhould rather animate thee, and inflame thy De- 
vorion, with an expectation and certain afſu- 
rance ro find more favour in him than in all in- 
ferior enjoyments. His Holy Spirit can con- 
vey comfort intro thy Soul, when the World fills 
thee with Sorrow. He can ſend rhee delights and 
ſwcetnels to qualifie all other bitrerneis; for by 
the means of Prayer, a Chriſtian can keep hium- 
ſelf in {uch an excellent I'cmper, rhar will nor 
ſufler him to be ſenſible of many misfortunes and 
Crofſes, and fo ſecure his Soul, that all ourward 
Accidents ſhall do him no harm. 

I know that rhe ſenſe and conſcience of Guilt, 
is Went 70 eftrange us from God, and interrupr 
all correſpondence berween his mercy and our 
Souls. And Reaton leems 10 forbid us, rogerher 
with the reipez&t we owe to {ſo holy a Being, 
when our hands are reeking with Blood, or our 
Body comes from the commiflion of any orher 
ericvous Offence, wiltully acted, ro preſume re 
preſent our ſelves before the Throne of God's 
Grace immediately, without any delay. I con- 
fels that ſuch unhappy Criminals ought to pauſe 
a while upon their wofu] Condition, and rhe 
ſenſe of their Guilt oughr ro move them to Re- 
pentance and Sorrow, before they offer up their 
Prayers ro God, for otherwiſe, this Sacrifice, 
will mect with no betrer acceprance than thar of 
Cain, or thar of Hephni and Phineas, or that of 
Corah and his Rebellious Company, whoſe Ojer- 
ings were iſo much the more diſtaſteful, becauſe 
they were aggravated by diſobedience ro God, 
and ro his Servant Moſes, Bur yet I would ad- 


' Vilea Chriſtian ro ſpend and delay no more rime, 


bur only to prepare himſelf the better for this 
lacred Dury, Sutter not thy Sin to grow old, 
nog 
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nor this Burden to lye roo long upon thy Soul} ;e 
for fear it ſhould leave an Impreflion that thou , 
wilr not be able ro remove in hafte. In ſuch a, ;q 
caſe, though Gwir ought and will interrupr andl pr 
break off our continued Prayers ro God, yer it jr 
bur ra-! gr 


oughr not ro drive us further from him, 
ther caſt us into the Publicans Diſpoſition in the 
Goſpel. He would nor lift up ſo much as his 
Eyes to Heaven, bur {more upon his Breaſt, ſay- 
ing, God be merciful to me a Sinner : Orinto the; 
Blefſed remper of the Prodigal Son, I will ariſe 
and go to my Father, and ſay unto him, Father | 
have ſinned againſt Heaven and before thee, ani, 
am no more worthy to be called thy Son, make m. 
as one of thy hired Servants, A greater Humility 
in ſuch a Cale, 'ought ro prepare our Perſons and 
Prayers for God's acceptance. 
worthy fin hath made us, the more lowly ouglt 
our approaches to be to him. The alteration in our 
behaviour and lives ſhould cauſe an alteration in 
our Sovls,before we preſent our ſelves before God, 
Inſtead of alienaring our minds from him,the con- 
fideration of our weakneſs ſhould incourage us to 
draw nearto him by Prayer,and ſeck from his all 
ſufficiency {trengthagainſt furure Temprations. It 
ſuch a cale, TI would have a repenting Cl:riſtian 
underſtand that God, our merciful Creator, s 
not ſo ſoon eſtranged from us, as we are fron 
The Sin thar diſorders our Souls, and 
cauſerh us to ſhun his preſence, may cauſe him 
to correct ns for our good, but it will never 
oblige him to cat us away, if there be any ſenk 
of our Guiltinels in us, accompanied with the 
Therefore this ought nc! 
to be long an impediment to our Prayers, or the 
cauleto interruprt our daily correſpondence with 
God, Morning and Evening ; for we ſee it of- 
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ren happen by woful experience, that by ſuch an 
omiſſion of our Dury, many areinſenfibly broughr 


ich a, into dangerous Snares. And God withcraws his 
 andl prorection from ſuch as were not mindful to take 
et Itf jr along with them. To avoid ſuch miſcarriages 
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and dangers, Prayer is as needful to a Chriftian 
in the beginning and clolc of the day, as Armour 
and Weapons ro a Soultier,and Shoos and Cloath- 
ing roa Traveller, ro deitend him from the inju- 
rics of the Way and Weather. 

It emboldens the Soul againſt all accidents, tr 
gives Life and Hearr ro a Chriftian, ard makes 
him walk every where, and lye down with Da- 
e:d's Confidence. Tho I wait tirouzb the Valley 
of the ſhadow of Death, I will fear wo it, for 
thou art with me, thy Red and thy St: they come 
fort me; Plal. 23.  Surciy precdnejs dard mercy 
ſhall follow me ail the dizs of wy Life, Pial. 
4.6. 

Likewiſe in the mid{!t of a danger, ar the Ti- 
dings of Lofles or Succeſflcs, ar the beginning of 
any Buſineſs of weight or moment, and ar ſeve= 
ral other rimes and occafons, 1r CONcerns us to. 
addreis our ſelves in Prayer to God, the chicf 
and only Author of all Temporal and Spiritual 
happineſs ; for as this Devorion will ditappoinr 
the miſchievous intent of Evils and Crofles, it 
will infallibly draw a Blefing upon ail our un- 
dertakings. I have therefore endeavoured in 
this Book to furniſh you, my Chriſtian Bre- 
thren, with all the Prayers thar are ſuirable for 
many Occafions, Caſualties, and Accidents, 
necdtul in thete wicked and dangerous rimes, 1n 
which we now live. 

If you offer them up in the manner as you 
ought, vou need nor doubr of the Succeſs. The 


whole Creation is not able to reliit or rencer in- 
Ss efiectual 
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Fs 16 Es. © divine Art of Prayer. F 
| effectual the religious Prayers of a Child of God,hic 


Foſhua's Prayers arreſted the San in the middlefpn 


of irs Courſe. 
rers of the Red Sea. 


Moſes's Prayer dried up the Wa- fff 
The Iſraelites Prayers un- Mi 


dermined the Walls of Fericho. Hezehiah's Pray- an 
er obtained fifreen years ro his Life already con- Re 
demned, and like to be ſtifled by a Peſtilenrial fir 
Diſeaſe naturally irrecoverable, and cauſed an ſtu! 
alreration in the common Courſe of Nature, jab 
David by his Prayers marched ſafe through ma- |m1 
ny dangers, and was ſecure in the midſt of all [Af 


the Rifings and Tumulrs of his Enemies. 
hab's humility, and prayers, ſuſpended and put 


As 


a {top ro God's Judgments, that were going 


ro fall upon his Idolarrous Houſe. 


Manaſſes's 


Prayer freed him from the Chains of Babylen, 
and reftor'd him, againſt all probability, ro his 


Kingdom and Throne. 


Damel's Prayer ſhut up 


the Lyons mouths, and diſarm'd rhoſe furious 
Beaſts. Efther's Prayers changed the Sentence of 


death, eſtabliſhed againſt the Fews, and caulſcd |} 
the milchicf ro fall upon their Enemics Heads. | 
The Churches Prayers unfertered Sr. Peter in |} 


the midft of his Guards, opened for him the 


Iron Gate, and fer him ar liberty. 


Elijahs 


Prayers ſhur and open'd the Windows of Hea- 


ven. The thunderine Roman ].coion 
O--\ 


by Prayer 


reliev'd their tellow Sonldiers with freſh ſhowers 
of Rain, and diſcomfired their Encmics with 


ſtrange Lighrning and Thander. 


So many and | 


ſo ſtrange Events, above all expectation and 
humane Power, have been brougkr ro paſs by 
zealous Prayers, that we have good caule in rhe 
ercar<{t difficulties ro be full of hopes whilſt we 


have liberry ro pray. The Heavens, 


the Seas, 


rae Earth, rhe Elements, and all the Creatures, 
animate and inanunate, icein to be ar the Devo- 
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iddlefpreſerver of all created Beings, cauſeth them to 
Wa- afford help and affiſtance to the humble and con- 
3 un- tire Petitioner. As they are alway in his hand, 
ray- land at his diſpoſal ; he employs them in rheir 
con- Relief, and for rhe accompliſhment of ſuch de- 
nrial fires as rend ro the univerſal good of his Crea= 
d an ſtures, and his own Glory. Whar is nor Prayer 
ure, able ro bring to paſs, when it interefſes an Al- 
ma- |mighry Power and an infinite Goodneſs in our 
f all [Afairs, and ferches to irs afſiſtance thar ſame Om- 
A- |niporency that creared rhe World our of nothing ? 
put {Nibil fortius, faith a Farther, homin? legitime O- 
oing /rante. There 1s nothing more powerful than a 
Jes's [Man praying as he ought. For the efficacy. of 
zen, (Prayer depends not upon the holineſs of the Pe- 
| his ſtitioner, bur upon God's Promiſes that are un- 
t up [changeable, Chriſt's Merirs that are truly merits 
ous ſtorious, and his interce3ion thar is unrefiſtable. 
e of [Ar the righr hand of God, where he {its above 
{cd jthis unconſtanr World, he'is employed in offer- 
ads, {ing up the requeſts of his vlen:'<rs, and Servants 
' in jon Earth, and there b»-fore rac Mercy Sear to 
the {perfume w:th the Frank':.unie of his Paſſion, 
1's jrhar they mighr be acc: .-1!2 to our Heavenly 
ea- [Father. Whilſt we have iuch a prevailing Mes 
yer [diator, never dovbr of tiz2 1ucceis of a Prayer, 
ers [proceeding from an humble Soul,” fir for the ac= 
irh [ceprtance and encouragement of our merciful Sa- 
nd !V1our, 
nd | Andifar any time thou feeleſt thy ſelf indiſ- 
by [poled, or nor able ro offer up thy Prayers with 
he |thar Devotion rhar is requiſir, be nor rherctore 
ve diſcouraged, deſpair not of the ſucceſs, know 
1s, (for certain thar ir is nor ſo much thy weakneis as 
's, jthy negligence, nor ſo much thy inability as rhy 
o- ſloth and indiſpoſition, that clogs thy Praye 
on an 
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effectual the religious Prayers of a Child of God,fion 
Foſhua's Prayers arreſted the Sun in the middleppreſ 
of irs Courſe, Moſes's Prayer dried up the Wa-kffo: 
rers of the Red Sea. The Iſraelites Prayers un- 
dermined che Walls of Fericho. Hezehkiah's Pray-þ 
er obtained fifteen years to his Life already con-Rel: 
demned, and like to be ſtifled by a Peſtilenrial fires 
Diſeate naturally irrecoverable, and cauſed anfure 
alreration in the common Courſe of Nature, ble 
David by his Prayers marched ſate through ma-ni 
ny dangers, and was ſecure in the midſt of all 
the Rifings and Tumulrs of his Enemies, 4- 
hab's humility, and prayers, ſuſpended and put 
a ſtop ro God's Judgments, that were going ant 
to fall upon his Idolatrous Houſe. Manaſſes's 
Prayer freed him from the Chains of Babylen, 
and reftor'd him, againſt all probability, ro his ftiti 
Kingdom and Throne. Damzel's Prayer ſhut up jchar 
the Lyons mouths, and diſarm'd thoſe furious jtori 
Beaſts. Eſther's Prayers changed the Sentence of jAt t 
death, eſtabliſhed againſt the Fews, and caulſcd jthis 
the milchicf ro fsll upon their Enemics Heads, jing 
The Churches Prayers unfertered Sr. Peter in jon ] 
the midft of his Guards, opened for him the jperf 
Iron Gate, and fet him ar liberty. Elijab's [that 
Prayers ſhut and open'd the Windows of Hea- jFatt 
ven. The thundering Roman T.cgion by Prayer diat 
reliev d their tellow Souldicrs with freſh ſhowers {Proc 
of Rain, and diſcomfired their Enemies with th 
ſtrange Lightning and Thunder. So many and !Vor 
ſo ſtrange Events, above all expeQarion and | 4 
humane Power, have been brought to paſs by [Pole 
zealous Prayers, that we have good caule in rhe [that 
grearc{t dificultics to be full of hoves whilſt we diſc 
have liberty ro pray. The Heavens, the Seas, {or « 
the Earth, the Elements, and all the Creatures, |thy 
animate and inanimate, icem ro be ar the Devo- ſlot 
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{dlepreſerver of all created Beings, cauſerh rhem to 
Va-kfford help and affiſtance to the humble and con- 
un-|Fire Petitioner. As they are alway in his hand, 
-ay-and ar his diſpoſal ; he employs them in their 
-on-Relief, and for rhe accompliſhment of ſuch de- 
tial fires as tend to the univerſal good of his Crea» 
 antures, and his own Glory. Whar is nor Prayer 
ire, able ro bring to paſs, when it interefſes an Al- 
na- mighty Power and an infinite Goodneſs in our 
all firs, and ferches to irs afſiftance thar ſame Om- 
A-nipotency that creared rhe World our of nothing ? 
put Nibzl fortins, fairh a Father, homin? legitim# Q- 
ingante. There is nothing more powertul than a 
-ss[Man praying as he ought. For the efficacy. of 
en, Prayer depends not upon the holinets of the Pe- 
tirioner, bur upon God's Promiles that are un- 
up jchangeable, Chriſt's Merits that are truly merits 
us jtorious, and his interce3ion thar is unreliſtable. 
of }Ar the righr hand of God, where he tits above 
cd ithis unconſtant World, he is cmployed in ofter- 
1s, ng up the requeſts of his ?1entxrs, and Servants 
in jon Earth, and there b.for- tne Mercy Sear to 
he jperfume w:rh the Frank':.unte of his Paſſion, 
ys [rhar they might be accc: :-}:12 to our Heavenly 
a- Father. Whilſt we have :uch a prevailing Mes 
er |diator, never doubt of tiz2 tucceis of a Prayer, 
rs [proceeding from an humble Soul, fir for the ac= 
rh [ceprance and encouragement of our merciful Sa» 
1d !V1our, 
d | Andifart any time thou feeleſt thy felf indiſ- 
y [poled, or not able to offer up thy Prayers with 
e |thar Devotion rhar is requiſir, be not therctore 
e diſcouraged, deſpair nor of the ſucceſs, know 
;, (for certain thar it is not ſo much thy weakneis as 
;, [thy negligence, nor ſo much thy inability as rhy 
- [ſloth and indiſpoſition, that clogs thy res 
N an 


[4 


"7 


50n of a devour Soul. For the great Author and- 


b 


and ftops them in their aſcent tro Heaven. Know henkfi 
for certain that God regards more humilir We z 
truth, and fincerity, than rhe flouriſhes of Wu ſpect 
and the exccllency of the language, or the veheghe ' 
mency of the exprefiion in all thy Requeſts. Thaj/Wor 
the Sighs and Groans of a broken hearr, or of on n 
devour Soul, are more powerful with God, that holy 
the ſtrongeſt Arguments or the longeſt Prayers with 
God is nor went to proport.cn his mercies, onlf thou 
to our defervings or abr bur rather out of hy our 1 
incxhauſtible "Treaſuries, ro take and beſtow We 
upon us Men, beyond all morirs 21d cxpectarion.j mon 
Therefore flack nor thine Endeavours to pra} fore 
well, God's greatneſs and thine etare in relario! thou 
ro him, calls for the greareſt Reſpect, the pry T, 
foundcit Hunvliry, the exafte{ Care, theme Aſhe 
fervent Zeal and carneftneſs thar thon arr caps the | 
ble of, God 1s not to be conrted with ordinarf Maj 
Devorion. His Blefiings are ner to be obtaine Hea 
by a florhful hand, and a negligent Soul. Tit is a 
diſtance betwixr God and us vile Men, ſhould war 
be expreſſed by the humility of our Souls aw Sou 
Bodies, and our Prayers offered to fo excellent; Mir 
Majeſty, muſt have an excellency to recoimment ſees 
them to the Throne of his Grace. For rhat put! care 
ſe we muſt take notice of, and obſerve rhek him 
tollowing directions in all our Addrefſes tt mui 
God, idle 
Firſt, Leta ſhort Meditation upon God, ht. as | 
Power, Glory, Sufficiency, infinite Preſenc} mu 
Goodneſs, Knowledge and Riches precede you De 
Prayers; with ſome Reflections upon your ſelves, be 
your ſinfulnels, vileneſs, and the former expert ble 
ence of God's goodneſs ; that ſuch Confiderarion anc 
as theſe may cauſe you ro ſhake off all negligend on 
and ſloathfulneſs, and help ro baniſh from you the 
Souls all undecency, carcleſneſs and miſappr za 
henfiony| 


now henfions, uſually found in the devoureſt perſons. 
lit We are naturally roo much unmindful of rhe re- 
Wit ſpe& thar we owe to our God; too careleſs in 
ehegghe performance of our Duties; roo fond of rhe 
[baſWorld and its Vanities ; Therefore this meditari- 
of on muſt ſtir us up, and pre-diſpoſe us for this 
chan holy Conference with our Maker. Ir muſt 
7ers withdraw our minds from all other intangling 
Onlj thoughts, that we may with more liberty ſer 
hy our ſelves entirely apart for this important Dury, 
'on We muſt rid our ſelves of thoſe things that com- 
n.| monly diſturb us, when we preſent our ſelves be- 
Ya] fore our God, and draw near ro him with ſuch 
110: thoughtsas theſe. 

M4 IJ, poor wretched and weak Man, Duſt and 
- Aſhes, am going to ſpeak to, and petition a God, 
P# the Creator of the World, a Holy and Divine 
af Majefty, an incomprehenſible Spirir, which fills 
ne Heaven and Earth with his infinite preſence. He 
I't is at my Elbows, and takcs norice of my out- 
ul! ward behaviour and the inward morions of my 
ax Soul ; and obſerves all the wandrirgs of the 
t: Mind in every corner of the wice World, and 
nd fees and hears our warts and neceffir.ies. How 
uf careful muſt I be ro appear with re{pect before 


> him? He is Holy, and abhors all £!:t:ineſs; F 
© muſt therefore baniſh all flrby, pollured, and 
. 1dle imaginarions at this moment. He is as juſt 
It: as he is good, ready to puniſh irrevercnce, bur 
& much more inclinable to reward Humility and 
wu Devorion ; how devour therefore ſhould my Soul 
5 bein his preſence? How circumſpect and hume 
i: ble before him, who is an all-ſeeing Majeſty, 
m and a conſuming Fire. The indiſcreer Devorti- 
« ons of the Sons of Aarcn, cauſed the Fire from 
V the Lord to fall upon and conſume them. Uz- 
* z4h's unſeaſonable officiouſnels, and rhe im- 
pudence 
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er, 
pudence of the men of Bethſhemeſh, ith 
drawing near ro God without reſpect, wen th) 
ſevercly puniſhed ; and ſhall I preſume ro dray anc 
nearromy God with careleſneſs and indiſcretion Mt 
Shall I eicape if I venture before him, "— 
due conſideration 2 Shall I expe&t any gracioy G0 
returns of thoſe prayers that are offered up wit 50 
fo little grace and dread of God's Power, wit 
ſo little ſenſe of his glory and Majeſty ? O le £0! 
my Soul be filled with the fear and reverence q 14 
ſo fearful and holy a Being. Let my mind by $0 
ſeaſoned with ſuch a dread of him, that may no ne 
fright mc from him, bur rather oblige me fac 
draw nearer to him with more Devorion an; 2%: 
Humility. {0 
If we entertain luch thoughts as theſe, thef il 


will cleanſe our Souls from all thar Super 49 
fuiry, which will otherwiſe diſgrace and ſpoi Fe 


all our holy performances. A little panſe there! * 
fore before Prayer, is needful for this purpoſe; Pl 
however it is an Act of Wiſdom, in ſo weighy i 
@ buſineſs, to proceed on with caution and war's 
neſs; and this little recollection of our ſelves, © 
which I recommend to every devour Soul befor! 
Prayer, {chiefly before the ſolemn and public /* 
Prayers offered up ro God in the publick Con 
gregation) cannor bur be of a great uſe, and ver)! 
inſtrumental ro prepare us for thar Dury ; i! 
thereby we may ice what there is in us able 
impede us in our addrefſes ro God, and what ! 
lJikely to hinder a favourable return of our Petit: 
ons: beſides it ſavours much of that reſpect rha © 
God's greatneſs requires from us, rogerther wit 


.our Relation ro him. Keep thy foot, faith thi -P 


Wiſe man, when thou goeft to the Houſe of Gol ® 
and be more ready to hear, than to give the Sam, © 


fice of Fools, EccleGaſt. 5. r. That is, __ Ic 
zhot 


F 
we 
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; A goeſt to appear before God's Majeſty, keeP 
'Ford' 


{elf with watchfulneſs and circumſpection, 


dray and underſtand thy ſelf, thy diſpoſition, and 
2tionFwhar thou arr, and whar thou doft ; rhar this ſa- 
itho cred Frankincenle of Prayer may be preſented to 


= 


God, . with the Ingredients neceſſary, and from a 


\ wit) Soul rightly qualified. 


With 


zcondly, For that purpoſe, you muſt never 


O ls come to God with any known fin unrepented of : 


1CC 


1d 

y nol 

Ie tt 
ang 


te 


-CN3OY 


fore his all-{ceing Eye, Bodies difkempered 


that is, with any fin near and dear unio our 
Souls, which we entertain with a Relolurion, 
neycr, OF nor. yer ro part with : For nor only the 
ſacred Word of God aſlurcs us, that God hearcth 
ot Sinners, John 9. 31. bur Reaton allo reach- 
cth us, that it confilts not with his Wiidom, to 
liften ro rhe Prayers of ſuch as will not hearken 


10 his Commands; to beſtow his Bleſſings and 


Mercies upon ſuch unworthy Souls, as will nor 
leave a fin tor his lake; or, ſuch as preferthe flihy 


; Plealures of the Fleſh to the fincere Joys of God's 


favour, and the real advantages which flow from 
thence in abundance. 'Therctorc, by the Mourh 
of the Prophet 1/az.:h, he ipeaks thus ro the Fews, 
and to all impenitenrt Sinners ; Ze 30u ſpread 
forth your hands, I will lide mine Eyes from yu ; 
when y-u make many Prayers, I will not hear. 
The cauſe of this leveriry 1s difcovercd in the 
nex: words ; becauſe y2ur hands are full of Blood. 
All other fins as well as blood guilrineſs are wonr 
to divert God's Mercics from us, and wirhdraw 
thoe pood things, which otherwiſe we mighr 


enjoy. Our Prayers in iuch a _caic, withour 


this due Preparation, favours of rhe greareſt im- 
.pudence, and Arheittical boldnets ; becaute we 
.attempr the obtaining of Ged 5 Riches and Fa- 


yours 10 our unworthy Beings, and prefent »5X- 
with 
Vice, 
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Vice, Hands full of Sin, Eyes {wellin g with Pride ing 


ar bearing the marks of the Contempr of his Dilim 
Vine Majeſty, and a Soul thar would never re. 
Bard him, were it not for cur Wants, and Godſho 
Riches. The Prayers of ſuch a Perſon will prelfo, 
vail no more upon God than the Sacrifice of Cjn 
rah and his Confederates ; for he accepts not th'hji 
Offerings preſented by foul hands : Purity and ge 
Innocence are required in ſuch as come beforg er 
God. And tho' none of us can prerend to an abt fe 
ſolure freedom from fin, and from thoſe wicked 
propenfities to vice, which render our Prayer} G 
inetiectuall ; yet-every one of us may cleanſe out jn 
ſelves from all actual Tranfgreftions by Repen; m 
rance, and make fome amends by a repeared reþ pc 
ſolution againſt our beloved Sins, and by a Þ; 
inward and hearty Sorrow, before we appear hi 
in God's preſence, for our paſt miſcarriage ; for 
unlets we appear in that remper, our moſt jult} ta 
and excellent Prayers, will avail us nothing};} at 
they will nor be accepted, it rhey procced froma! w 
Soul bewicched with the deccirtul Allurements of} V 
Sin. The Devil's Slave can never be iir ro appear} at 
before the God of liberty,rill rhe Boirs and Chains} or 
of Hell be ſhaken of: He ſhall never meer with} th 
acceptance from a Jealous God, who 1s alrcady}| if 
berroathed, and inſeparable from fin, the great} G 
Enemy of his Glory. How unſeaſonable and! « 
odious were the Devotions of J:imri, when in| W 
the publick Congregations of rhe Children of 
Iſrael, humbling themſclves for their Sins in| al 
God's pretence, he had a M:z4:aniti/h Woman at $| 
his Elbow 2 How unwelcome were the Addreſ- G 
ſes of a proud Phariſer, whole Prayers were the | is 
expretiions of his Pride and Vanity ? Cain's Sa-| a 
critices were nor pleaſing ro God, bccaule there; £ 
was a mixture of Wickeanels amongſt his Offer- | b 


:ngs; 
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Pridefjngs ; therefore ſuch Prayers as proceed from 
is Di impenttency and vice, are odious to God. 

7erre Likewiſe, in ſuch a Cafe, rhe Peritioner is 
GodMhor in a diſpoſition fir ro receive God's Mercies ; 
I preſſor fin diſcompoſeth us, and while we retain it 
ot Ciin our Aﬀections, both rhe Action and the Ha- 
ot the hir of fin conſpire togerher, to intercept and de- 
y an deprive us of all gracious Returns of our Pray- 
xeford ers from God, Ir fills the Soul full of jealoufies, 
n aby fears, apprehenfions, ſuſpicions ; 'and inſtead of 
ickeq Love, ir begers an hatred of, and an avertion to 
ayent God, which will never ſuffer us ro draw near 
e Outf in that manner, as his infinite goodneſs and unli- 
epets mited liberaliry require ; fo thar unleſs rrue re- 
d re pentance inrerveas berween our Sins and our 
y anf Navern ro our Mcker, they will rather provoke 
peat] his Juſtice, than prevail with his Mercy. 

; forj Thirdly, If you will have your Prayers 2ccep- 
* juſt} table ro God, you muſt otfer them w:ch char 
ing;} attention and intention of rhe mind, thar fo 
oma! weighty an action, and the greatntis of God's 
rsot} Majeſty require. For to what purpoſe is ir” to 
pear} attend, and be preſcnr in a praying Congregati- 
ains| on, if we be no more conccracd in the Devorion, 
with} than the Timber and the Stones of the Fabrick ; 
ady| if our ' Bodics be preſent without our Souls? 
rea} God demands from his Pcople ſpirirual Sacrifi- 
and! ces and Services ; which are nor to be performed 
with the outward part alone ; the Mind and rhe 
' Underſtanding muſt be active, and the Soul and 
; In! all its Faculties ought ro be concerned in this 
1 a Spirirual worſhipping of our great God. As 
re- God is an Unity withour Divition, whatſoever 
the | is offered ro him, muſt expreſs this Unity, by 
Sa-! a total Conlecration cf ir 1elf, chiefly in that 
cre | Chriſtian Service, where all the divine Arttri» 
er- | butes are acknowiedged, and wherein-the Soul 
£33 | as 
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as well asrhe Body isto reſign it {elf over ro Go, , 
Dead Sacrifices under the Law wereabominably. .. 
and bodily Devorions alone under rhe Golpf. + 
are diſreſpectful ro God, and injurious ro oup,1 { 
ſelves; for they commonly procced from 
mulripliciry of worldly bulineſs rhar poſſeſs th :.., 
Soul, from an unmindfulneſs of God, andJ (4 
want of an Holy fear of his Divine Majelij, @. 
from a careleſnels of our Dury, or from the <p. 
ſturbances and luſts of the Flcth, thar ſteal awy , 1 
our Thoughts as well as our Aﬀections fraq (Og. 
God's Holy Worthip, and deprive us of the aq j,, 
vyanrages that we cxpcct from a due performang x:. \ 
of otir Duty. To prevent ſuch ill contequencg ,.. 
the Chriſtian in Prayer ought ro mind the weigh gy 
ty Bufineſs in hand, and nor only ar the cloſe qz,, 
eveiy Peririon, 11 imiration of the Priming; 
Church of Chriſt, ro {ubicribe and declare h: Gaop 
aſcent and conſent ro rhe Requetts offered up (-.6 
ro God, by the univerial 421, bur allo ro ex 
preſs inwardly in the Sout, whar is outwardh lig 
pronounced ano ipoken, and ro be ſeriouſly aq uy 
tent:ve-'to-cvery -Peiirion.. For, as the ration thing 


Sou! is able rt: oxpre!s ir ſelf, as well as the any 646. 
nia) Part doth vrih mc Tongue, and that by onr 

imern., Word i: Faculty proper to it, thy g... 
muſt ſpe:k, or ci God will nor hear; for thy 1. 
Ito, #18 ncccdary to hearken with a Religy _.c.. 
01: 2114122121 70 the Prayers which procced fron .... 
Or 91, wr athers Lips, and endeavour to bex| 
tha: 2 the Devotion which is appointed tot way 
18. 5 neceffiry ro ſer afide all other World Ts 
bun! io d:fingage our ſelves and our mind 


from 3/1 other incumbrances, to fix them to th, p11. 
Buy they are employed in, and ro tyc andientl © 
the :. ith the dread of God's preſence ; forth |, 
vur thoughts may not take the 


iberry ro wande! 


OE, V5.7 
: i, 


A p and down from this holy exerciſe. And 
{ k when we are 1n Prayers , we mult ſer a watch 
®'P&ar the door of our Senſes , forbid entrance to 
> 0:11 ſudden Accidents, and in a word , ſum- 


: To all che rhoughtrs of the Mind , and facul- 
d 


is ties of rhe Soul, ro render their homage to 
' God's Divine Majeſty , and nor ro ſuffer rhem 
{ro ſtraggle from the weighry buſineſs in hand. 
Remarkable is the Example of that Noble 
c. and Couragions Youth of Macedon , whole 
3 Office it was to burn Frankincenſe before King 
- 9 Alexander, when he lacrific'd to | 
Ml his Gods ; tho' a burning Coal Val. Max. 
<q was caſually faln into his open 1. 3.c. 3. 
4 ſleeve, and did there conſume 
"0 both his Veſtmenr and his Fleſh , left he ſhould 
, ominouſly and unhappily interrupr the publick 
Sacrifices of his Prince, he perſiſted in his bu- 
4 fineſs ro rhe end, through all the Torments, 
i and would not to much as complain. How re- 
# ligtous were ſuch , and other Hearhens in the 
.| publick Worſhip of their falle God; ! No- 
"? thing was able to cauſe them ro interrupr their 
"7 Sacrifices ! And ſhall we Chriſtians mingle in 
onr Deyorions tro the true Lord of Heaven and 
7 Earth, vain, idle , wanton and laſcivious 
} thoughrs and actions ? Shall every accident and 
j caſualry be able to take us off from the Ser- 
| vice we are about ? Yer this we ſec moſt com- 
monly happens both in our publick and in our 
! private Addreſſes ro God, tor want of a due 
 relpect and dread of God's preſence , of which 
| _ ſhould ar ſuch times be really and moſt fen- 
| bible. 
Fourthly, The affections of the Soul ought 
to be moved and concerned in the offering up 


our Requeſts , and our Petitions ought to re- 
þ Ccive 
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- -ceive thar qualification from rhem as 1s ſuiti 
to the reaſons, cauſe, and intent of our & "4 
dreſs. Our praiſing of God muſt be perforng |, 
with an holy and reverend freedom , ar a ns, * 
ſenſe of our Obligations. Our requeſts muſt 
ſent up to God with humility, and an acknoy | 
ledgment of our undeſervings. Our Conf * 
.fions of ſin muſt be ſeaſoned with ſorrow, . 
a reſolution of amendment. Our Promiſe} 
Vows, and Engagements , muſt proceed fro 
an hearty reſolution , and a ſenſe of our mi 
carriages and weakneſſes. In ſhort, all 0 
Prayers muſt be rhe outward expreſſions of 
Soul, which ought ro qualife and anim 
them ; for unleſs our Hearts be thus concernej 
the Prayer is but from the Tongue , the Sa 
hath no parr in it; 'tis bur the Effect and pr 
duction of our Imagination, bur no real Dey 
tion of the mind ; 'tis a Worſhip in jeafſt an 
not in earneſt, viſible roan All-leeing Eye! 
Such heartleſs ſervices are ſo full of Imper 
teCtions , that in reaſon we can ncver expel 
any gracious returns from a Juſt and Wiſe God) 
who would nor admir either the Blind or thi 
Lame ro draw near to his Holy Altar , ro offe 
Sacrifice, tho of the Pricftly Race, Levze. 21 
18. It under the Law, the want of theſe Mem| 
bers excluded Men from God's Service, how 
| 
much rhe rarher under the Goſpel, when thi/ 
nobleſt Member is wanting, rhe Heart and ij} » 
Aﬀections ? A Golpel Worthip mult be an hear 
ry Worſhip, thar only 1s ſufficicnr ro obtain ac 
ceprtance. It was God's Complaint of Iſrac, 
thar they honoured Ged with their Lips, whilſ 
their heart was far from him. They are guilt 
of the ſame Formality , who frequently arrend 
at Prayers without cauſing their hearts ro bt 
Con 
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+ The divine Art of Prayer,” *, 7 
concerned in rhe Devotion. Ir ſhould be there- 
fore our care, ro ſtir up our affections with 


7 all the conſiderations of want, neceflity, future 
p advantage, experience, dury, God's preſence, 


and whatever may have the greateſt influence 
upon us. 

Fifthly, And thar our Aﬀections may be the 
more inflamed, we muſt kindle them with an 
Holy Zeal, which muſt burn, nor ſo much by 
the ſenſe of want, as by an earneſt and un- 
feigned defire ro Glorifie our Maker ; howe- 
yer, both may very well contribute ro inflame 
our AﬀeCtions in the Divine Worſhip of our 
God in Prayer. Now this Zeal needtul in all 
our Addrefles, is that holy violence thar ſtrains 
our affections in religious Duties, and gives 
thar perfection ro the Action, which orhere 
wiſe they would want ; 'Tis accompanied with 
a diffidence of our ſelves, and a ſtrong reſolu- 


{ tion ro worſhip God with che urmoſt of our 
' endeavours; Tis quickned by the fears and 


apprehenfions of being guilty of thar pro- 
phane ſloarhfulneſs, wich mighr difpleaſe our 
gracious God, and ſtop the current of his 
Mercy ; ir fills rhe Soul full of Jcalouſie, 
which awakens all its faculties and powers; 
to the performance of the preſenr Duty : And 
as our prear Saviour, when he expelld the 
Merchants and Money-Changers our of his 
Temple at Feruſalem, was animated by a Di- 
vine Zeal for God's Glory ; ſo a Chriſtian 
thar 1s govern'd by rhe ſame Spirir, and Zea- 
lous Aﬀection for his God, driyes our of his 
mind all worldly Buſineſs, ani conſiderations 
of profit and Advantage, that God may be 
worſhipped in this Spiritual Temple, the Soul, 
withour the interruption _ clamours of our 
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ſenſual and ſecular Intereſts., where Sin ay 
the Devil commonly inſinuate themſelves tl T 
much, Fohn 2.16. {0 
Sixthly, As there is a care to be taken of ow M 
perions, and manner of offering up our Pray! t0 
ers, that they may be in ſome meaſure anſwe] 31 
rable tro God's glorious Perfections, and out {i 
own vile and mean Eſtare ; we muſt Iikewif Pl 
mind the things that we petition for, that 
rhey be not contrary ro God's revealed, or fo V 
cret Will. God's Will muſt regulate ours in * 
all our actions ; for Chriſt our Saviour, reach} *) 
erh us by his Bleſſed Example, ro be inſtru4 
mental in, as well as deſirous of the perfor} * 
mance of God's will on Earth ; and Reaſaj * 
rells ns, that God being the ſupreme Agent} 
the grear Maker and Protector of the World} © 
the Lord and Redeemer of Mankind, thar all} # 
our Inclinations and Wills ought ro yield ho-j 
mage to his Pleaſure. In which ſubmitiion} 
there is this advantage ariſing ro our ſelves; 
thercby we conpals and attain unto the end of} * 
all our defires, an infallible happineſs ; for! 
rhe beſt ſelf-intereſt is a ſubnuition co that wiſe} | 
Agent, who 1s cngaged to pr more our Fe: 
diciry and his Glory rogerhcr, according ro his 
pro:nile, Rom. $.23, 
* Tf in other actions of our life, God's Wil 
ſhould be the Rule of our delires, how much | 
the rather in thar weighty, and relio;ious action | 
of Prayer, where the Soul and the Body toge- | 
ther, are to ſurmon all rheir Faculrics and 
Memvcrs, for the worthipping of their great ! 
Creator and Bencefactor 2? for the chief intent | 
of th s perforinance, 1s the magnitying of Gods | 
glorious Attributes, which we can never do, if 


we iufjicr any of our dcfircs to oppole his Will, | 
| | or | 
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ves tal or contradict his Wiſdom, or queſtion his Al- 
! ſufficiency and Goodnels, The want 'of his 
of own, Mercy ſhould cauſe thee, O Man ! to' yield 
- Pray! to his Wiſdom and Power” ; if thou expecteſt 
inſwe a favourable return from his Bounty, thou muſt 
d os learn ro courr it by a duriful ſubmiſſion ro his 
cewil) Pleaſure and Governance, both in the things thar 
- thx! thou defireſt, and in the expectation of rhe rime 
or 6} which he judges moſt ſ{eaſonable ro grant thee 
rs inf thy requeſts. AII imparticnce in Prayer :* guil- 
each iy of indiſcrerion, of prophane folly, of dil- 
nſtry4 reſpect, and diſeſteem of God's Wiidon and 
>rfor Mercy. In this, and in all other acts of Devo-: 
eaſa] ton, Men mult learn ro preter his Giory, whoſe 
gent} goodneſs they want to the fariating of their 
'orld} own craving and importunate Apperites, and to. 
it all} give a check to the turious Gdefires of our cor- 
| hot rupr Nature, when we find them proceeding 
Too beyond the Bounds limired by God and his 
Will, and our real kappinefs, which common» 
id of{ Iy are unſcparable. 
for! Bur there is a difference to be obſeryed, ac- 
wiſe! cording to the difference of rhe things rhat we 
Fe. | defire from God. For Spiritval Mercics, for 
\ his} Faith, Grace, Regeneration, Strength againſt 
An, a ruch, Wiſdom, Knowiedge, and other 
Vijl Bleffings relating ro Gods immediate Glory, 
ach; and our own Salvation ; a Petitioner can ne-: 
ion | Ver be roo earneſt, zealous and imparient. Such 
ge- | advantages are ro be wreited, if I may fo 
ind fpeax , from our good God, by our continual 
car | and fervent Prayers. Violence, condemned in 
ent { Other things, is approved of by Chriſt himſelf, 
ds in ſuch as intend ro be partakers of Heaven's 
if Kingdom; and an Holy imporcaniry in Prayer, 
j11, | Never rerurns without a grant of the Requeſt, 
or | When we. ask the divinsE Riches of: God's' 
| GC 3. Grace, 
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Grace,unleſs we have,like Eſau, forfeited befonk 


excellency is ſuch, thar Men can never have, 
and defire them too much. As Dav:d therefore, 
whoſe Soul was inſatiable on Earth, for Grace 
and divine Mercies, ler us not give our ſelves 
any reft, until we have obtained theſe Richs! 
and Ornaments of the Soul, and the afſuran- 
ces of God's favour. 

Bur as Earthly proſperity and Bleſſings, rela- 
ting to our better conveniency on Earth, are not 
of ſuch a value and importance, our Requeſts 


and becauſe in ſome caſes they may be prejudi- 
Elal to our everlaſting Intereſt, we are to beg 


and Wiſdom of our great God, who knows 
what is beſt for us, and moſt conducing ro our 


for rheſe things muſt be qualified accordingly; 


them always with a condeſcention ro the Will | 


cart! 


all prerenſions to ir; for God is as willing nul 
beſtow them, as we ro ſeck them; and their'earn 


our 
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real good. To defire them roo pafſionarely, or 
without any ſuch ſubmiflion, is ro Idolize 
the Creature, and to prefer ir before the Crea- 


things, that affection which is due ro God alone, 
and his divine Mercies. Naturs I confeſs, will 
be always craving, and the ſenſe of our wants 


medy ; bur a good Chriſtian muſt give a check 
ro thoſe narural morions, in imitarion of Chrift 
our Saviour, whole Humaniry was loth to raſt 


ro ſwallow ; therefore you may hear him de- 
fire rhat 1t may paſs away, and thar he may be 
excuſed to drink it ; bur immediacely atter he 
adds, not my will, but thy will be dove, The 
ful!ling of this will, we muſt prefer to the 

ſl things that we moit paſſionately defire on 
= | Earth. 


"Js ; 
ax” | , 
[1 ' . 
. - 


ror ; 1t 1s to give to thoſe Earthly and mean 


will cauſe nsro cry aloud, for a relief and re- 
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of the bitrer Cup that was prepared for him | 


befo 
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Farth. As it ought to be our chief aim, ir 


ng tof.ould be our molt zealous requeſt, and moſt 
their'earneſt petition, to be placed ar the cloſe of all 
aeour Prayers which we offer up for thoſe plea- 
I0re fant, glorious, and uſeful things on Earth, thar 
Trace! draw away too much of our Aﬀections. Like- 
elves; wiſe when we beg from God for the good 


che! 
rans} 


elts 
ly; 
di- 
eg 
fl 
ws 


things of rhis Life, we muſt rake heed of fome 
other inrentions or affections of our corrupr 
Nature, that are able ro render our requelts 
moſt ſinful and abominable in God's Preſence. 
The firſt may proceed from an unjuſt prin-- 
ciple of Coverouſneſs, when rhe Soul is pot- 
ſeffſed with an inſatiable ſpirit, that craves 
more than is needful,and forces it ro deſire whar 
is not really ours, ro the prejudice of orhers ;; 
or from ambirion, vain-glory, and immode- 
rare care of the World, that may cauſe us ro 
petition roo paſſionately for irs Vanities, as 1t 
may proceed from ſome Luft thar/ governs rhe 
Soul. All rheſe, and orher Principles of rhe 
like nature, as they are irregular, the Devo- 
tions thar proceed from them can never be good; 
for all our requeſts in ſuch like Caſes rend to 
procure to our {elves rhoſe good things, that we 
purpole to abuſe, in the ſatisfying of our un- 
ruly and bale attections. Such Prayers are Sa- 
crifices of rhe Devil, and nor of God ; His 
Blefings, never ſo mean, are roo good to be 
proſtirured ro our ſhameful Luſts. We muſt 
not think ro feed the Devil's Brars with the 
Milk and Mercies of Heaven. Ir is an ungrare- 
ful Converhon indeed, ro convert that ro God's 
diſhonour rhar proceeds from his Bounty. And 
ir 1s the mark of a great indiſcretion, and 
want of Piety..to ſeek trom God the means ro 


diſhonour his holy Name, and to employ rhe 
G.4 chuef 
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chief part of Religion for ſuch a profane ar 
unworthy purpoſe. | 1 
Another Aﬀection is a Spirit of Envy, Ange com! 
Revenge and Hatred, which it we diſcover i ,qd 
that parr of God's Service, where we are {fr 
implorc his Bounty, we cannot probably expeq ic 
any great ſucceſs, or any favourable return. Wd py 
cannot expect that the God of Mercy and Love) pg: 
ſhould be tavorable ro inhumanity and revenge} ygy 
thar he will grant ſuch Petitions as proceed ; 
from that affection, which is directly contra |g 
ry to his Divine Nature and Commands. Golf ,,j 
muſt nor, not will not be made the Executio-| ,,, 
ner of our vengeance, nor receive the Commil-; ;, 
fions from us to puniſh our wrongs. Vengeance| ,,, 
belongs to God; it is a bold preſumprion to 
preſcribe to his Wiſdom either the merhod, rime,| ;- 
or meaſure of inflicting ir upon the greateſt | < 
Offendors. Therefore ler vs always caſt our] 
ſelves upon him and his Juſtice, with a diſpoſi-] C 
tion ready to forgive-the greateſt Enemies. Let} 7 
us leave all our private Intereſts entirely rothe | 
v 
a 
c 
( 
| 


diſpoſal of his Wiſdom, and nor venture nor 
{ufter our corrupr Nature to give him dire- 
tions, how, and where to execute his wrath, 
chiefly in that part of his Service where our 
bufineſs is to intrear him ro ſuſpend the execu- 
tion of his Juſtice from us, juſtly due for our 
Ofences committed againſt his continued good- 
neſs. If he ſhews ſo much favour ro us, he ex- 
pects thar we ſhould do the like to ſuch as have 
offended us, and deſerved our diſpleaſure. Our 
Prayers therefore muſt nor be Imprecarions and | 
Curſes, all Gall and bitterneſs muſt be caſt 

away, and {eparared from this Sacrifice to the | 
God of Heaven, as the Gaul of the Heathen V:- - 
&ims was when they offered them up ro the 

ſuperior Gods. I coun- 
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I confeſs thar ſelf preſervation, God's glory, - 
Angej ommon juſtice, and rhe ſafery of rhe Churcir 
VV n.nd Publick, may oblige us ro petition Heaven' 
are for the diſappointment of the unjuſt defigns of 
©XPEAl Wicked Men, tho'it be to their utrer overthrow.” 
n. Wd david in his divine Plalms affords us many 
Love Examples ro.this purpoſe, Pour out thy Wrath 
ENS] upon the Heathen, ſaith he, that have not known' 
Iced thee, and upon the Kingdoms that have not cal- 
Nra} bed upon thy Name, Plal. 79. 6. Let them be blot- 
God ted out of the Book, of the Living, and not be writ- 
1U0! 7p with the Righteous, Plal. 69. 28. Conſume 
mi; hem in thy Wrath, conſume them that they may 
ancet ot be, and let them know that God ruleth in Ja- 
1 0] cob, unto the ends of the Earth, Selah. Pſal. 59. 
me,} 13. Theſe and ſuch like Prayers have an inrenr 
teſt chiefly ro prevent the furure Miſchiefs, which 
ourf the Malice of God's Enemies, and of his 
oft Church, was likely to draw upon his Servants. 
-Mt' They are intended ro diſarm them, and rake 
he | from them rhe abiliry or power which they 
OT! would infallibly abuſe ro God's diſhonour, 
© | and the Prejudice of his Pcople, and inno- 
h, | cent Perſons; They are intended ro Petition 
God, that he would be pleaſed ro vindicate his 
' own Cauſe, and declare his Juſtice in rhe pu- 
ſ | niſmenr of vile Contemners of his Power and 
” | Authority. For ſuch intents as theſe, we may 

| 


”W 


ſomerimes beſeech God ro fend down his Judg- 
ments upon our Enemies, as well as his Mer- 
|  Cies; but our of a meer Principle of Revenge, 
| orof an implacable hatred, ro detire the ruin 
| of any that we difaffect, is to concern God 
roo mach in our frivolous quarrels, ' and ro 
cauſe him to withhold the favours, which other- 


= . 


wiſe he mighr be willing to grant us, For with 
the ſame meaſure that we mete, it ſhall be 
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meaſured to us again. Ler therefore Men be ne 
ver ſo much alienared from us, and ſeparare{) 
in judgments, deſigns, or Intereſts ; ler then 
purpoſe never ſo much our Ruin, if they be 
Chriſtians or but Men, that Chriftian diſpofs 
tion which Chriſt our Saviour recammends to 
us,both by his Commands and Example, teach 
eth us to pray for their amendment, anl| 
the proſperity of their Souls and Bodies, fo tha 
is may be withour any notable prejudice ro God, 
his Church, the publick or our private happi- 


neſs. The Sacrifices of an implacable Spirit, 


will never find acceptance ar the "Throne of' 


Grace. Thar good Saviour rhar prayed for his 
Murderers, reacherth us to ſuppreſs the ſenſe 
of all perſonal Wrongs, and nor ſuffer our 
diſpleaſuresro be vented in our Addrefſes ro God, 

In this particular, as well as in the former, 
Narure wiil ſpeak when it is oppreſſed, and 
complain for rhe Evils that burden us ; ir will 
peririon for help-and juſtice when ir is grieved; 
and I cannor think bur that this natural motion 
may be allowable, if ir be kepr within the 
bounds of Chriſtian Charity, and be accompa- 
nied with a diſpoſition ready to forgive the In- 
juries received, incaſe of amendemenrt ; and 


our Enemies become fit Objects of our Mercy 
and Forgiveneſs. Bur in ſuch Cafes we mutt 
rake heed, thar we ſuffer nor our Reſentment of 
former wrongs, ro ſpeak too loud in Prayer, 


and thar we deſire not from God, that which 

neither becomes God's Wiſdom ro grant, nor 

our modeſty and Chriſtian Charity to ask. 
Seventhly, Faith muſt likewiſe be an irgre- 


—_ 


— 


dient 1n this part of God's Worſhip, as well as | 
in the reſt : This Grace is the Life and Soul of | 


Deyotion, withour which all our Addreſſes are 


os 


© rono purpoſe. For he that comes unto God, muff 
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ae! believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
em! them that dill gently ſeek him. 


Now there is a double Duty that our Faith 


Pols| js bound to perform in Prayer. Firſt, ir muſt 


S tal make us ſenſible of God's preſence and all-ſeeing 
aci-! Fye ; it muſt caſt the Soul into a dread of 


that divine Majeſty, who hears and ſces every 
Peririoner all over the World ; it muſt awa- 
ken all our abilities, and quicken us with rhe 
confideration of God's gloxious Being, unto 
whom we offcr up our Requeſts ; ir muſt re- 
preſent him pretent, and as he is, a God, a 
juſt, a powerſul, and a merciful Creator, to 
our imagination ; bur ler the good Chriſtian 
take heed thar he ſuffernor his fancy to give any 
vifible ſhape to God's incomprehenſible Being : 
Our minds are roo apt to be cxrravagant in this 
Caſe, and tro commur that Spiritual Idolarry, 
which the Heathens were outwardly guilty of. 
This infinite Spirit is ro be repreſented inward- 
ly ro our Souls, withour any tuch contemprible 
appearance, unto which our imagination, inſtru» 
ted by our Senſes, is wont to confine him. His 
incomprehenſible Being muſt nor be diſgraced 
by our weak and ſhallow apprehenſions. There- 
fore in all our Addreſſes ro him, our buſfie 
imagination ought ro be entertain'd with the 
Thoughts of the things we want, and defire 
from God, and our Minds ſtopt with the no- 
tion of his Immenſfiry, and our belicf ought ra 
make us as ſenfible of his Preſence, as if he 
were viſible before our Eyes, this will baniſh 
all careleſs, idle, and wandering rhoughts and 
negligence, and quicken us in the perfor- 
mance of this important Duty. The 1cnle of 


God's preſence will cauſe us ro ſummon all 
C 6 our 
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26 The divine Art of Prayer: 
might be an impediment to our Prayers. 
for want of ir, Men are commonly floath- 
ful and careleſs in their Addreſſes ro God's Dji- 
vine Majeſty. 

Bur there 1s another Dury thar our Faith muſt 
perform in Prayer; that is, ir muſt keep the 


requeſts, and afſure us, thar God is both wil- 
ling and able to fulfil our deſires in his due 
time ; that he hath Goodneſs and Power enough 
in ſtore ro reward us, and fartisfie'all our With- 
ES; nay, that he will give us the good things 


- thar we petition for, if they be convenient for | 


us, and likely ro be inſtrumental in rhe promo- 
tion of his Glory on Earth. For that purpoſe 
Chriſt hath encouraged us with this promile, 
Math. 21.22. Ai! things whatſcever ye ſhall ak 
zn Prayer, belicving, ye ſhall receive. And elfe- 
where, he calls upon the ſloathful ro ask, and 
aſſures them, Matb. 7. 7. thar they ſ\all have ; 
feek, and ye ſhall find ; knock, and it ſhall be 
opened unto you, And immediately. betore his 
Crucifixion, he rcproved his Diſciples for their 
backwardneis in Prayer, Fohn 16. 24. Hitherto 
have ye asked nothing in my Name, ask, and ye 
ſhall receive, that your Foy may be full. By 
theſe and ſuch like Promiles, Chriſt offers us 
God's aſiiſtances and mercies, and deſires us ro 
ſend up our Prayers to him with a lively Faith, 
and a ftrong perſwaſion, thar he will grant us 
our requeſts, or ſo much of them as is needful 
for us. I his Faith, or Perſwaſfion muſt not be 
grounded upon ſuch a deceirful Foundarion, as 


. our Virtues, good Qualities and Excellency. 


Men are roo apr ro flatter themſelves with ſuch 
prond miſtakes, and ro look upon _—_ per- 
| | ons, 


our abilities, and rid us of all thoſe things thy ſons, 
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thaſ ns, as deſerving the favours that they petition 
nd} for ;and that in conſideration of their own Pie- 
Athy ty and Holinels, God will infallibly hear their 
Di Prayers. Though our innocency may be a 
means to draw rhe Bleflings of Heaven upon our 
nut Heads ; ir becomes nor our Chriſtian Humiliry 
We! to rely upon our Merits, and claim God's mer- 
Our; cies as due for our Scryices. It God is a Deb- 
VIE} torto us, it is in regard of his Promiſes, and nor 
auel of our defervings, which cannot be in any wile 
1gh proportionable ro his Bleſſings. God may re- 
- ward our Picty with the good things of this 
85. Life, and with a proſperous {uccels in all our un- 
{or dertakings, according to our cdelires ; he may 
10-} youchſafe his mercies ro his faithful Servants, 
Me } 25 well as keep them from the imarr and fury 
e, | of his judgments, and rhar becaute of their 
K| Virrues, and abſtinence from the publick Sins ; 
e= | bur it becomes not the Humility of a Beggar, 
d | when he comes to the Throne of God's unde- 
3 | ſerved Grace, cither ro expect or claim more 
® | gracious returns, becaule of our former ſervices 
S | duerto his Sovcraignry over us. Beſides Men arc 
. 
7 


commonly miſtaken, and we are apt to think 
roo well of our ſelves ; but tho' our Virtnes 
ſhould be never ſo Heroick, and our lives never 
' | ſo exemplary, I would not adviſe any Peririo- 
' { ner to ſertle thereupon his Faith and Confidence 
of acceptance of, and ſucceſs ro his Prayers ; 
becauſe thar periwafion claims God's Mercies as 
a Debr, and deſerves as ſevere a repulle as that 
boaſting Phariſee in the” Goſpe}, whoſe Prayer | 
; Was bur a provocation of God's dilpleature ' 
| againſt him, whereas the Publican's Humility 
| obraind a gracious forgivenels. Sclf-conceited- 
| neſs in Prayer, is the worſt diſpoſition that we 


can bring, and diſccyer in our Addreſſes ro him 
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The divine Art of Prayer. 
who knows the very botrom of our Souls. Soulwe 
er Will the ſcandalous Sinner, who is ſenfil}/Fat 
of having render'd himſelf unworthy of Heganc 
vens Mercies, receive the eftects of the rende; tha 
neſs of his Fatherly Love, rather rhan an ove fer 
confident and a proud Saint, thar is ready to uy] tai 
braid God with his continual Services. the 

Bur as our confidence in Prayer muſt nor pr of 
ceed from an high Opinion thar we have concei| mi 
ved of our ſelves, of our perfections or actions 
ſo it ſhould be ſerled upon the Merits and Cari} 
faction of Chriſt our blefſed Saviour, and ou! of 
real Intereſt in him ; our fairh and afſurance : W 
God's acceptance, muſt eye his Promiſes and inf fi 
fallible Truth, and look upon the deſervings ff 
an all-ſufficient Redeemer, in whom, and by 
whom we are welcom to a bounriful God. |: 
uſt rraſt upon Chriſt's intercefſion, thar ſan: 
ties our imperfect Prayers, and offers them uy 
for us ro. our Heavenly Father. Ler his Mediz 
rion procure us admittance, and his Excellenc 
purchaſe unto us a favourable return ; then on- 
ly we may expect ſucceſs, when our Petitions 
are recommended by the Merits of a Crucified, 
Chrift. 

All ſuch requeſts, as our Saviour promiſerh, 
ſhall meer wirh acceprance, if we can be per-/- 
{waded of an aſſured ſucceſs, or if we believe, 
By which words he ſeems ro encourage us to 
believe, that whatſoever we aih the Father in 
his name, we ſhall obtain it. Experience teach- 
eth us, that this promiſe 1s nor ro be under- 
ſtood in as large a Senſe as the words ſeem to in- 
timate, without any exception or reſtriction; | 
for many things we may ask of God, which 
becomes not his Wiſdom and Farherly care over | 


us to grant ; and our ignorance is ſuch, that 
We 
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. Sondwe may petition for things with Confidence and 
ſenfyFairh, which will be prejudicial ro our elves, 
f Heyand God's glory on Earch, I cannot think 
rende)thar it is Chriſt's intent, to encourage us to of- 
1 over fer up ſuch Prayers, with an aſſurance of ob- 
to w] taining our irregular and inconfiderate defires ; 
therefore for the betrer direction. and comfort 

ot prey of a devour Chriſtian, ler him know thar he 
-once} may ſafely be confident, and fully perſwaded, 
tions that all Prayers rending to the ſalvation of his 
| arid Soul, for the obtaining of grace, forgiveneſs 
d ow! of his fins, ſtrength againſt rempration, God 
Nce gt Will in his time grant him his Requeſt, if he be 
nd in4 fincere, and affectionate in his Prayer, according 
ngs df to our Saviour's Words, Math. 7.11. Yhat 
id by} Man his there of you, wth if his Son ash Bread, 
|. 14 will he give him a Stone, or af he ask a Fiſh, 
nil will be give him a Serpent 2 If ye then being 
n up} Evil, know how to give good vifts unto your 
edia-i Children, how much more ſhall your Father which 
ency| 3s in Heaven, give good things to them that ask 
1 on-| him ? And in the Golpel according to St. Luke, 
ion} how much more ſiall your Heavenly Father give 
fied, } the Holy Spirit to them that ask him 2 As 
God is as willing to beſtow ſuch divine Mer- 
eth, | cies, as Men to ask ; rhey may be as certain 
per-!. to obtain chem, as God is free ro grant. Bur 
zve,; for other thing; relaring ro our preſent and 
5 to] worldly Intereſt, we may ask with an aſſu- 
in| rance, thar God if he ſees them fir for our 
ch-| good, will doubrlels give them, bur if other- 
er- | Wiſe, he will make us ſenfible of his Libera- 
in- ' lity in another way ; for it 1s rhe manner of 
n; | God's proceeding with his Children and Ser- 
ch | Vants, ro ſend ſuch rerurns to their Prayers, as 
er | are moſt for their adyantage, not always anſwe- 
ar Fableto their delires. He keeps back the Bleſ- 
ſivgs 
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ſings which he knows will be hurtful ro then|Ch 
or prejudicial ro the publick good; and inſtex{ſot 
of them, he heaps upon them others which willna 
prove more really for their benefit. Men foreſg|ce 
not the danger of God's inferior Mercies, goodjral 
things may become hurtful ro us through the 
Devil's malice, the prevalency of Temprartions de 
and our Corruption within. As many Dileaſgth 
are fed and increaſed by thar Food which God|be 
hath appointed ro ſtrengthen rhe Bodies of theſla 
healrhtul, ſo likewiſe many inclinations grow|{o 
worſe, by thoſe very Bleflings which are granted}c 
to ſome, as the rewards of their Piery. Inm 
things therefore that are nor always turned to a|tc 
good ule, and that are neither for- the benefit] v 
of Men, nor the Glory *of God, I would not}c 
have a Petitioner grartifie his corrupt Humour! 
ſo much as ro be confident of the grant of | 7 
his Requeſts ; nor to flatter himſelf in a vain |" 
expectation of thar which agrees not with the } 4 
Wiſdom and Love of God for us. As therefore | 
a devour Chriſtian muſt offer up ſuch Prayers, || 
with this clauſe, { IF 7t be God's good Pleaſure ) || 
ler him nor be roo confident of obtaining his |! 
Petition in that very manner thar he deſires it, |1 
and with that unproper limitation of rhe over- | 
ruling goodneſs and Wiſdom of our God, unlels \ 
he is moved by ſome extraordinary impulſe of | 
tis holy Spirit in his Soul, to aſſure him of the | 
grant, and unleſs he can diſcover the events of 
rhe rime ro come by ſome unuſual Revelarion, 
Some pious Souls often receive an anſwer to 
their Prayers before they riſe up, and God 1s 
pleaſed ro comfort their drooping Spirits wirha 
ipeedy and a gracious return. As Hannah, who ' 
petitioned (50d for a Son, 1 Sam. 1. 18. roſe up 
with a joytul Countenance, and a full afro 
that 
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that God the Author of Life, would give her a 
O thenChild. She had unburthened her ſeif of her 
T inſteaſorrows in Prayer, and her hearr and Counre- 
1ch wilinance were no more ſo ſad, becauſc ſhe had re- 
| foreſeſceived ſome afſfurance of a favourable accep- 
S, £0odjrance, of obtaining her Petition. 
ugh thef Eighthly, Bur there is one rhing more thar a 
ations [devour Chriſtian muſt obſerve in Prayer to God ; 
Yiſeaſs}thar is, the Dary of Perſeverance ; lack nor, nor 
h Gojbe diſcouraged for the firſt repulle, or for a de- 
of theflay. God grants not his Mercies always as 
grow[ſoon as we begin to ask. His goodneſs is ro be 
ranted} courted by our zealous endeavours, for he grants 
. ſnymany times to our perſeverance, what he denys 
{ to a{to our Prayers. The Woman of Syrophenicia mer 
enefir} with a refuſal, and had nor her parience -over- 
d not} come rhis Obſtacle, ſhe had never rerurned with 
mour|the glad aſſurance of her Daughrers recovery. If 
nt of | Facob had nor contended with rhe Angel, he had 
yain | never been honoured with a Blefling. An holy 
| the {and devout importunity, ſeldom or never de- 
fore | parts empry from God's unwearied Bounty. He 
vers, | ſuffers, for ſeveral cauſes beſt known to himſelf, 
we ) | his Servants to live a while in expectation of 
his | thoſe Bleflings which he intends ar lait ro be- 
s it, | tow upon them, that his Mercics mighr obrain 
ver- | with them a righr eſteem, and be more highly 
leſs valued ; Thar their Faith, patience, confidence 
of (In him, and. all their Graces might be exerci- 
the | fedand rryed the more, and thar their abiliry 
of | for Prayer might be increaſed, by a conſtant 
on, | Exerciſe, and all impediments of-a Commu- 
ro | Aon with our God may be removed ; for -thar 
is \purpole it is ro be oblerved,thar his Providence 
1a Caſts us into the want of many enjoyments, 
ho ' that when we ſcek them from God by Prayer, 
1Þ both the endeayour to obtain them, and the 
CC recel- 
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receiving of them, might turn tro the everlaſtnfiſtaſt 
advantage of our Souls and Bodies. Let nre, ' 
rherefore the devour Chriſtian be diſcouragelr 0 
if God anſwers nor his __ as ſoon as he afraye! 
pects or defires ; {or bclides that it is a bolkf Ge 
and indiſcreer Act, for us ignorant Crearuresglfſari 
Iimir the Wiſdom of our Creator's lIiberalinj Or 
and t9 preicribe ro him the time and place, (Chrif 


- OPen:i.g ns bountiful hand unto us, it is an a$o Go 


of Cruelty ro our felves, and of impiery whumil 
wards G:d,. to be ſo impatient for the enjoyingf rhe 
of thoſe things, which may, and doubtleſs wikhieft 
prove as prejudicial ro us, as injurious to liyeren 
hunour. ITake heed of murmuring for t 


both Spiritual and Temporal, ſo there is nothingthere 
that turns them ſooner into Curſes than impyThe) 
tience, deſpair, and inſolcnt Complaints againffliar 1 
God's Love or Power. Lift up always, (wee 
Chriſtian ! thine Eyes and thine hands in expe|Bod! 
tation of God's time, as well as of God's Blas tt 
ſings. Be not weary to wait for the exprefſion wer 
of his Bounty, who is never weary to do ther $3od 
good ; he his nor ſo unmindful as thou think|fort! 
eft him ro be ; his delays or refufals are mor| gion 
for thine advantage, than the enjoyments d| be 
thoſe mercies would be, which rhou defircſt with and 
ſo much dilrelpe&t and imparience. As thephav 
knowledge of his power and goodnels require fort 
our confidence and reliance upon him ; his infr, add 
nite Wiſdom demands from us, a refignation «| Of : 
our ſelves and intereſts ro his diſpoſal, wane wa. 
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laſtnfitaſt or inſolent complaints of our proud na- 
et nchre, which grace reacherh us ro check, The 
raped): ought ro encourage our perſeverance in 
he afrayer, as the confiderarion of the laſt Attribute 
L bolbf God, ſhould reach us ro quier the irreverent 
resmiffarisfactions of our dilconrented minds. 
alin One thing more I would have a devout 
e, (Chriſtian obſerve,in publick and private Prayers 
n aFo God's divine Majeity, ro offer them with the 
Y thumiliry of rhe Body, as well as rhe devorion 
dyinþf the Mind, I have obſerved that our Nation 
 wikhiefly, and every Congregation is full of irre- 
0 lyereat and diſreſpectful Clowns, when we 
' thmake our Addrefles to God, either in Prayer, or 
preapraiſing of his holy Name. They obſerve not 
Phahar decency and reſpect, which 1s due to rhe 
upaExcellency of our heavenly Father in his Wor- 
' thſhip, bur appear moſt ſcandalous and prophane 
ſkin the Eyes of Men, whatever may be their in- 
citward diſpoſition, which I conceive is to be ga- 
ingthered from the outward geſture of their Bodics, 
p4They come inro God's preience in ſuch a fami- 
unffliar manner, as if there were no difference be- 
(tween them and their grear Creator ; as if their 
pe*\Bodies were nor as much obliged ro worſhip him 
le-Jas rheir Souls ; as if rheir outward behaviour 
00 were nor ro be concerned in their Devotions to 
God ; and ar the times of Prayer,- they thew 
«| forch ſo much conrempr of God, and the Reti- 
| gion rhey profels, that none would take them ro 
«| be Chrittians, thar underſtands nor their Names, 
t&] and knows nor their Perſons. And further, I 
ie>have obſerved that ſome of rhe more religious 
s& fort, both in privare and in publick, when they 
- addreſs rhemſelves ro God, omit ſomerimes our 
i! of a prophane and irreligious Cuſtom, the our- 
ward humility which the Body is obliged to 
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render to its Creator and Benefactor in his Wþ enjo! 
ſhip. . Fedev( 
For the redreſs cf this open Prophaneſs, ate thi 
for the prevention of the diſhotour rhar n$Þ00 0! 
reflect irom hence unon God and our Relig Dur 
in the Eyes cf the World : 1 ©: me intreat ence \ 
ry deyour Sol, over to offer to ſpeak ro GÞ'0 £ 
in Prayer, withour oblerving and pref d | 
that humility with the Body, which God's iff4J'N 
comprehenible Majeſty, and our vile cont pr les 
tion require indifpenfiblv from us all, fro% 
the higheſt ro the veſt, Reaivnas well asH ard: 
Iy Scr:rure enjoyns this UiMervance ; for ift , - 


whole 1:1»: is bound to reuc -. ':ommage to Gyfhere 
as he ſeems to intinate by .'- '-Zacrifices un 

the Law, which were to be vid intire, wit 
out any diminution ; 100% 15 18 0 expre 
the ::viard qualincation ©! irofrion oft 
Soul, with rhe outward +. in tf the Bod 


and ke the World gen!" of the fincer 
and pier of our intentions. jult:ce and equit 
require this from us; for ſeir': we have rect! 
ved cur Bodies as well as oir Souls from t 
Almighty hand of God, ir is bu: juſt that the 
ſhould acknow:cedgo his Soyeraignry by ſont 
ſignificant poiture, when rhe youl appears bt 
fore him ro do l!m reverence, or to crave 
his merciful afliftance. Ir is but juſt, that 
this outward part of our fclyes as well as he 
inward, ſhould make ſome returns -for- all the 
divine favours thar relate immediately to 1: 
ſubſtance. Ir is bur juſt tar this Body of ours, 
which is one day ro be glorthed in God's hea- 
venly Sanctuary, ſhould now gloritte God by 
the humbleſt and moſt devour poſtures - and 
aCtions. 
I confeſs tis the uſual manner of Superſtirion 
ro 


mT 
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s Wh enjoin rhe cringings of the Body, more rhan 

[devour qualifications of the Soul ; bur I am 
{s, are char 1t 154 clownith and unmannerly Reli- 
= jon indeed, that tufters Men to approach in ho- 


1ig7g Daries tO God, without exprefiing any reve” 
: ance With rhe Body. If you pleale ro enquire 
0 Chto the behaviour of rhe holy Men of rhe Old 
reſppd New Teſtament, you ſhall never find chem 
7; raying in an irreverent poſture, neither firting 
confor leaning, Old Abraham worſhipped before 
f$d, Gen, 22. 5- This worſhippirg is an our- 
{ard ation of the Body, as well as the inward 
 :r-bf the Mind ; as may appear by Gen. 24. 52. 
where Abraham's Servant 15s faid ro have wor- 
ipped the Lord, bowing himſelf to the ground, 
hen God had preſpered his journey. When the 
J/rae/ites heard Moſes's Meſlage ro them , and 
od's purpoſe to redeem them our of Ezyp, they 
.howed thezr Heads and YY/orſhipp-d , Exod. 4.31. 
ing Hezekiah bowed himſelt before God in 
is publick Addreſſes, 2. C/ro7. 29. 29. St. Paul 
Jikewiſe was upon his knees in prayer with the 
lders of rhe Church of Epheſus, As. 20. 36. 
thepÞnd Chriſt our Saviour, whole Example ſhould 
©rÞrevail upon our negligence, was never fſecn in 
b.þrayer ro God rhe Father, bur either proitrare, or 
7ay{Knceling upon the ground. This Humility of 
tha the Body 1s 1o efſcntial a part of the publick 
,Forſhip of God, that its obſervance alone, harh 
the Fauled rhe Holy Scriptures ro give the Name 
- ir Þ! Worſhippers of God, to the Vileſt of Men, 
| ho were never acquainted withthe internal and 
1ea- (earty Worthip, as may be obſerved by whar is 
by ecorded of $2 and of others, 1. Sam. 15. 31. 
=, nd it 1s faid of the I/r.:21:tes, 2. Chron, 29.29. 
Ind when they had mad” an end of Offering, the 
ion (VS and all tnat were preſent with him, bowed 
Ke them- 
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themſelves and worſhi pped. And in the gel 


| Verſe, Moreover Hezekzah the King, and the oi 
l «pYrEm 

ces, commanded the Levites to ſmg praiſe eop 

| the Lord with the words of David, and of | our 
| the Seer, and they ſang Praiſes with gl; our 
and they bowed their Heads and worſhipped, I}. 

| wiſe in the 8th of Nehemiah and the|,...: 
Verſe. Ir is ſaid, that Ezra blefſed the 
| the great God, and all the People anſwer _ 
men, Amen, with {:fting up their Handsfþ.jj; 

| they bowed their Heads and worſhipped the pay 
| with their Faces to the ground. The pi, j, 
| Worſhip of our God, was never yer pertq,,.c 


by any Primitive Church, withour the out pr 
| humility of rhe Body, and the ourward af..c, 
_ fions of re{pect, as well as with the inwayp,,, 
118 yotion of the mind. Reaion and Religid 
quire it, and the conſtant practice of the, / 
of God in all Ages, both in the Jewiſh, aþp ir 
Chriſtian Church, is an undeniable Evideqy; þ 
prove the neceflity of ir. What means. | 
; | tore the negligence, rhe prophaneſs, the ingq.;1 
f | rence and unmannerly behaviour of ſomeſ;. þ 
df. | are ſtiled Chriſtians ? Is nor the pradtidy;;. 
| Naaman the Syrian, who could bow himkhy ; 
| the Houſe of Rimmon his falſe God, a repihyorr 
ro us 2 Doth nor the humility and the ry | 
which the Hearhens conſtantly pay'd rol xpt 
Divinities, upbraid rhe Clowniſhnels of ſa;64;; 
our Country -mcn ? There are three Poſtuth 
Humility very decent in Prayer, and od) 
parts of God's Worſhip, Standing, Kneelity « 
Proftration to the pround. When ever thetfehicf 
we appear before God, either ro pray to The! 
| or to praiſe his holy Name, our Body mWfrec 
| in one of theſe poftures, unleſs any naturikren 
accidental weaknels or impediment on. 
[4 
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eſerve a diſpenſation. Likewiſe the lifring up 

the the Hands and Eyes unto Heaven, are cex- 
the refions of Devotion, as ancient as the firit 
aiſt eople of God. Think not that rhe honour of 
o 4cur Blood, the excellency of your Perſons, or 
$4Four eminent promotions, ought ro excnſe you 
a. F-om this outward humility of the Body. God 
the ,cuires it at your hands in the 99th Pſalm and 
there fifth Verſe, Exalt ye the Lord our God, and 
peres.rſhip at his footſtool. And the Royal Prophcr 
205 Falls upon all devour Souls in the 95th Pal. 
Fh..6. O come let us worſhip, and bow down, let 
Pa; kneel before the Lord our maker. In the next 
ri$,ords, this Religious Prince labours to ſtir you 
oli» rothis Humiliry, to this parr of Piery, by 
Teafons drawn from God's Soveraignry, his 
WaPower and Right over us, For he z5 the Lord our 
S1UGod, and we are the People of lis Palture, and 
eB; ſheep of Lis hand. Hath thy God any Inter- 
\ Up{tin thee, O Chriſtian ? Halt thou any reſpect 
demFor his Holy Name 2 Doſt thou look upon him 
Ns thy Creator, Protector, and Benetactor ? 
© 1th he received thee inro his Church, and to 
Mihe hopes of eternal Rewards ? Is this Body of 
Fhine to be admirtcd into his heavenly Sanctuz- 
Myr, in the Company of his Holy Angels, ro 
<Pworſhip and bow before him? Then prepare 
- Shy ſelf for this fururc and happy Employment, 
 WExpreſs thy thanks for all his innumerable be- 
_Fectts, by rthy Reverence and Devorion ro him 
Ws thy God, with rhe outward Humiliry of the 
\Þody, in all thy Aidreſſes to his glorious Maje- 
fy, whether it be in publick or in private ; bur 
NFhiefly in rhe publick Prayers of the Church. 
©OTlhere not only the Honour of our God, the 
MEredit of our Profctiion, the intcreſt of our Bre- 
F aren, whoſe Deyorions arc apt ro grow cold by 
| the 
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the fight and ſenſe of our negligence ; but jyate 
own Intereſt alſo as well as 3 our Duty, callsjſcop 
ro this outward reſpect ; for an unmannerlypcet 
haviour deſerves the Curſcs, contrary to thihic 
Bleſſings which we are there ro beg of Go 
However, you can never expcct in reaſon toſe v 
benefired by the Churches Prayers, if you yfithe 
not vouchſafe'ſo much as to be outwardly pon 
cerned. O Chriſtians ! ler not any populargſcol 
ſtakes, nor any Schiſmarical prejudices robyſher: 
of the advantages which you-might reaſondePt 
hope to obtain from God, by a devour, hun{lou 
and affectionate atrendance, ar the offering uyÞþnou 
the Excellent Prayers of our Church, for jqngt 
good and happineſs. Bur if all rheſe Reakquilty 
cannor prevail upon ſome ſtift-necked, and ann 
vincible Souls, ſo far as to cauſe rhem to bedfens 

tiful and humble in God's preicnce ar rhe hayit 
of Prayer, let them conſider thar in our c<lerg' 
Converſation, the want or the omilfion of a Q&y a 


. reſpect is a diſgrace ro the Perſon that thoufrlw 


render ir, for it cauſcth Men to be branded wþ{ln 

the odious Names of Clowns, 1-bred, Bru G' 
and wcivil People. Now they arc the workffen, 
Clowns, thar are lo in Religion, char know nffere | 
or will not render the Homage thar is dþdre 
from their Bodics ro their God. If rherefPmin( 
the reſpe& thar we have for him, is nor aljoodt 
to oblige us ro a Civil Behaviour, and decFnly 
Poſtures and Geitures in Prayer ; ler the ſhar® we: 
of Men, if we be nor inſenfible to that likewiF'ngs 

cauſe us ro behave our {elves with decencyaporth, 
with reſpect in God's preſence, as becomes M to tt 
of Reaſon, and Chriſtians of good breeding af gay 
extraction, and not as brute Beaſts thar hPad d 
neither manners nor underitanding.s Bur of FW n 


Men, none are more engaged than ſuch as Ofpul, 1 
c 
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It pate publickly, and are the Mouths of their 
allsjſeople, ro ofter up their Prayers with all the 
rlyſcency, humility, and outward Devotion, 
0 thhhich mighr ſerve to excite the Auditors to 2. 
' Goſpe reſpect ; for as their Perſons are eyed by 
n tofe whole Congregation, their Example is nor 
u withour' followers. Ir hath a great influeace 
ly cpon all that are preſenr, either ro encourage os 
largſcourage them in their publick Worſhip. 
obyſterefore in their diſreſpetiul offering up of 
onalJe Prayers of the Church,they are nor only fcan- 
1unſlous in their own Perſons, aud guilry of dif- 
p uppnouring G24, dilgracing their Religion, profa- 
r 5qog the publick Worthip, bur they are likewiſe 
ealpilty of ail rhe contempr, negligence and un- 
ind $anerly be1aviour of their Artendants, if it hap 
bedfens throngh their ſhameful and irreverent 
e hraying, Ler therefore my Brethren of the 
r op.crgy ſeriouſly conſider the apparent danger 
f a $f) are in, by an omiſſion of this Duty, I am 
ſhapriwaded rhar our Nation alone had never 
d wpiln into thar extravagant humour, to loath 
Brufe Godly Forms of Praycr, which all good 
orfiffien, both ar home and abroad highly eſteem, 
were 1t not for their diſreſpectful handling, 
is dþd reading of them, whoſe Dury it is ro re- 
re{pminend and grace them by their practiccs. 
x ayood things when they arc delivered by a ffo- 
Jecenly hand, are. ulually rejected ; and it is 
ſhaſſe weakne!s of rhe Common people, ro value 
ewiJings nor according to rhetr trruc intrinfick 
cyaorth, bur according as they appear outward- 
s MJ tO their Senſes. A Prayer that ſhines with 
1g ape gay cloarths of Wit and invention, and & 
hapod delivery, ſhall mect with acceptance, and 
of 4 many ſighs and groaus from an 1gnorane, 
Ofpul, tho' otherwiie never ſo full of imperte- 
cl | D- __ ctions, 
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- the fight and ſenſe of our negligence ; but qe p! 
{ff own Intereſt alſo as well as jour Duty, calls 2ople. 
ro this outward reſpect ; for an unmannerlyſcenc' 
haviour deſerves the Curſes, contrary to thſhich 1 
| þ Bleſſings which we are there ro beg of Gape re 
However, you can never expcct in reaſon toe wh 
benefired by the Churches Prayers, if you yfithout 
| not vouchſafe'ſo much as ro be outwardly pon al 
cerned. O Chriſtians ! ler not any populargſcour: 
! | ſtakes, nor any Schiſmarical prejudices robyſerefc 
WH | of the advantages which you might reaſona Pray 
hope to obtain from God, by a devour, hunlous 1 
and aftecHionate arrendance, art the offering wſnouri 
| | the Excellent Prayers of our Church, for yg the 
good and happineſs. Bur if all rhete Reaſgilty o! 
cannor prevail upon ſome ſtift-necked, andjanner! 

| vincible Souls, ſo far as to cauſe them ro bedpns. th 
| tiful and humble in God's preience ar the hfaying. 
| of Prayer, let them conſider thar in our ergy 1 

| 

F 


Converſation, rhe want or the omiſiion of a &y are 
. reſpect is a diſgrace ro the Perſon that ſhogrlwad 

render it, for it cauſerh Men to be branded yflln int 

the odious Names of Clowns, 1/-bred, Brufe God. 

amd uncivil People. Now they arc the-wortffen, bo 

Clowns, rthar are lo in Religion, char knownſere 1t 
| or will nor render the Homage that is dread 
from rheir Bodics ro their God. If rhereiÞminenc 
the reſpect that we have for him, is nor aÞodthi; 
} ro oblige us ro a Civil Behaviour, and dedfnly ha 
Poſtures and Geitures in Prayer ; ler the ſhaſe weak! 
[--f of Men, if we be nor inſenfible ro thar likewÞngs nc 
| | cauſe us ro behave our {elves with decencyaPrih, b 
| | with reſpect in God's preſence, as becomes M0 thei 
of Reaſon, and Chriitians of good breedingiF 8ay c 
extraction, and not as brute Beaſts thar lod deli 
neither manners nor underitanding.s Bur of f*W mar 
Men, none are more engaged than ſuch as 0Pul, tho 


ae er On 


« iP divine Art of Prayer. | 49 | 


yhte publickly, and are rhe Mouths of their 
expople, ro offer up their Prayers with all the 
ncy, humility, and outward Deyorion, 
hich might ſerve ro excite the Auditors to 2. 
"þe reſpect ; for as their Perfons are eyed by 
roſe whole Congregation, their Example is nor 
Ithour followers. Ir hath a great influeace 
aþon all rhar are preſenr, either to encourage os 
rqſcourage them in their publick Worſhip. 
"Wſerefore in their diſreſpeCtiul offering up of 
a& Prayers of the Church,they are nor only ſcan- 
nlous in their own Perſons, aud guilry of dif- 
uhnouring G:d, diſgracing their Religion, profa- 
x$"g the publick Worthip, bur they are likewiſe 
a@ilty of ail the contempr, negligence and un- 
{annerly benaviour of their Artendants, if it hap=- 
dþns. throngh their ſhameful and irreverent 
Faying. Ler therefore my Brethren of the 
ergy ſeriouſly conſider the apparent danger 
&) are in, by an omiſſion of this Duty, I am 
agriwaded rhar our Nation alone had never 
win into thar extravagant humour, to loath 
w& Godly Forms of Prayer, which all goot 
#en, both ar home and abroad highly eſteem, 
xe 17 not for their diſreſpectful bandling, 
$d reading of them, whoſe Dury it is ro re- 
(pmmend and grace them by rheir practices. 
$ood things when they are delivered by a flo- 
only hand, are uſually rejected ; and it 1s 
ae weakne's of rhe Common people, to value 
r$ngs nor accorcling to their truc intrinfick 
aprih, bur according as they appear outward- 
MJ to their Senſes. A Prayer that ſhines with 
F gay cloaths of Wit and invention, and a 
44 delivery, ſhall meer with acceptance, and 
Jaw many ſighs and groatus from an ignorant. 
Pul, tho' otherwiie never ſo full of imperte- 
En |  ctions, 
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Ctions, when many will ſcarce afford {| ru 
hearing ro the' ſolid and divine Prayers of the Spi 
Church. How many in our late Days, tafjoly 1 
delighted to liſten ro the unadviſed and 4 Am 
diſcreer Prayers of the Enthuſiaſts > How mah bold 
have ſpent rheir Days under. the Pulpits Fqd's | 
Extempore devotion, without any diſcoveryhode, 
wearineſs, whereas they now Complain oft the | 
diouſneſs, when in our ordinary addreſſes ) oppe 
employ a few minutes to implore God's divifeliet, 
Mercies, according ro the moſt approved ahattic 
religious manner 2 How comes it to paſs tilufineſ: 
the extemporary productions of many idle ahannet 
wicked Fancies, have been far more eſtecmheans, 
amongſt many of us, than thoſe wiſe andqhear d 
cellent Prayers, compoſed in the beginning Fer off 
our Reformation, by ſuch as have ſcaled gd, « 
Proteſtant and Chriſtian Truths, with tf6mme 
Blood 2 Thoſe Praycrs, I ſay, which are fingf thei 
to all Capacities, recommended to us by thas re 
Piery and Practice of the Ancient, Catholihe We 
and Othodox Church, and which are naþbuld n 
be mended by any þumane endeavours. Thitive 
.queftion gives me an occation ro ſpeak to tithath be 
my Chriſtian Reader, of ſome few parrticulaner « 
concerning Prayer, which the preſent dillffence « 
tions amongſt us render very featonable. here tc 

Eirſt, I ſhall ſpeak in vindication of publifonden 
Forms of Prayer, againſt the new ModeFious | 
Praying extempore. f irreg 

Secondly, 1 ſhall enquire into the true Cihe bett 
ſes of our unreaſonable diſtaſtes ar the publiſn his 
Forms, injoyned by autygority in .our Chutſen th 
oP England. hurch 

Thirdly, T ſhall offer to thee my Chriſtqhe Wi 
Brother fome dirc&ions, how thou ſhalt fomme 
this Liturgy, with Comtorr to thy Soul. Þie in 
| Fouith, 
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1 | Fourthly, T ſhall examine whar praying by - 
f the Spirir is in the fenſe of Sr. Pau!, and of the 
Moly Fathers. 
d 9 Amongſt the ancient Hereticks, I find none 
ma bold as ro atrempt the rotal ſubverſion of 
ts God's Divine Worſhip, or to bring in any other 
1Jhode, bur thar which was generally embraced 
oth the places where they lived. They ventured 
$ þ oppoſe ſome certain Articles of our Chriſtian 
Relief, or to inrroduce virious and irregular 
I ractices into the Church. They madeir their 
Waſineſs ro corrupt either the judgments or the 
Sanners of Chriſt's Diſciples, and by thar 
mheans, to render them more unfit for God's 
l Frear deſign in our Redemprion ; bur they ne- 
$ Fer offered ro overthrow the whole Service of 
ſod, or to thwart the common practices re- 
itommended"ro them, by the well-advilſed Piery 
af their Predeceſſors. This ſtrange atrempr 
' Fas reſerved for theſe laſt and worſt Ages of 
Ihe World ; and this kind of impiety, which 
Would never find entertainment amongſt rhe Pri- 
Thitive Enemies of God, and of his Truth, 
bnath been greedily embraced by ſome in theſe 
idater days, under the uſual deceiving pre- 
ence of purity and Religion, as if they alone 
Frere ro be eſteemed Religious, who flander, 
|Rondemn, blaſpheme, and contradict the rcli- 
SPious Practices of the reſt of Chriſtians, as 
Þf iegulariry, and an affected ſingularity, were 
Jhe bett means ro render them acceptable ro God 
n his Worſhip. Fo that purpole we have 
een them, ro our grear grief, caſt our of the 
hurch, all the godly Forms of Prayer, which 
She Wiſdom and Piery of former Ages have re- 
Commended to us : and bccauſe rkey could ror 


ple in them any ſufficicnt cauſe ro ccnlemn 
D 2 and 
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and reje&t rhem, we have ſeen theſe over » 
Jous brethren, generally exclaim againſt 4, 
Forms, as unlawtul, irrel;gious, and Pope... 
leaving every one to the irregular dictate.,:; 
their Paſſion, and pretumpruous minds. A np, 
ſtake of a moſt dangerous contequence, ti; « 


- 


oppoſes the practice of Chriſt, and of q;,, 
rrue Church of God in all Ages, fince gf 4 
beginning of the World. For 1t you pleþ,;, 
ro examin Holy Scriptures, concerning Fon 
of Prayer, and praifting of God, eipecially 
the publick worſhip, you ſhall not tind a Chur "ny 
nor Congregation profeſling the Trurh, wif" 
out Ser Forms. In the firſt Ages of Mankinſ'*© 
it is ſaid when Enos Seth's Son was born, af? 
thar Men began to increaſe, they began aff 
call upon the Name of the Lord; Gen. 4. 1 heir 
which words are nor fimply to be fainderitad®"! 
of their addreffing themiclves ro God's Divuf2* 
Majcſty, as it beiore rthar time, neither Ada] 
nor Eve had eyer mindcd to call upen him, n ad | 
none of their Children ; for borh Cazn Mi 
Abel had been raught ro worſhip God with tf"? 
Fruirs of their labour, and rhe increaſe of rhe lic 
Sabſtance ; which could not be done viral oy 
calling upon God for a continuance of his Bll ble 
fings. Beſides, wn is very unlikely that 4a Heak 
a Man crcatcd in an Eftare of Holinels, wife © 
con nor buc be fenfible of his dependenf$**® 
upon, and want of God's daily mercies, why" 
had feen his wonderful Power inthe Creation" 
the World, thauld toroct to reach his Childiees 
10 call upon Gal Holy Name. Bur they! 
WOrgGS -are-T0 0c underiiond, of their callin " 2 
npon the Holy Name of Cod in a publick S be N 
o:cty, and with fer and preſcribed Forms, anf*<l 


3 a manncr an{w.rable ro their condition, vo | 
" avs þ 
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aſt $to be underſtood of ſolemnizing the publick 
Orvice and Worſhip of God, with Prayers, 
as F:aiſes, and Sacrifices, for the ohraining of 

Wod's Bicffings, and the acknowledement of 
-, is favours and protection, according ro a cer- 
T tin manner appointed by the Religious Perſons 
Ce Uf thoſe days ; therefore in the Original, rhe 
ple,ord employed ro fignifie in this paſſage, cal- 
For oo upon God, is NIP9 derived from the 
2) foot T19P ro meer together, and afſemble, or 
"Tom rhe root NDP publickly ro re2d and de- 
\kinflare, Or cry out z becauſe that this calling 
\, agpon the Name of the Lord of theſe firſt 
-/{, Pen of the ancienr World, was performed in 
\ "heir publick meetings, wherein there was a 
vice and ordinary Worſhip, appointed and 
jr Þbſerved by the diſtinct reading of Prayers 

od Praiſes 5 which impiy ſufictently, thar they 
\ r$4d publick places appointes, pertons in whom 
? be careof Religion was intruſted. and a come 

fron manner preicr:bed ro them in writing, 
chic they were to read 1n Tac andicnce of the 
ha ple. Further, it may be worthy ot our 
obſervation, thar the Propher D:via, when he 
/aÞpeaks of calling upon the Name of the Lord, 
wn many of , his Plaims, he uſerh rhe fame fignt- 
| onocant word RTPR as in that moſt remarkable 
wid erle of the 116 P/aim and rhe 13 Verſe, 
,nofbere he ipeaks of rhat Cup of Salvation, which 
dref9as ulaally raken by the Fews in the publick 
hefSacrifices, a Type of our Chriſtian Eucoariſt, 
ling! all rake the Cup of Salrition, and call upon 
ggſbe Name of the Lord. This calling, fignifies 
anÞeccing roge:her in rhe publick Worſhip of God, 
jnd offering ro him, reading thoſe Forms of 
F-rayers appointed by rhe Chuch. For 1t 1s 
D 3 the 
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the cuſtom of God's Holy Spirit, in rek,g 
the paſſages of former rimes, to allude by fy, 
expreilion, to the manner and circumſtancafy 
thoſe Actions that are mentioned. Thus Dy by 1 
in the 79th. Pſalm Verle 6. deſires God to {ape 
down his Judgments, and pour out hi Wiand 
upon the Heathen that have not known him, {2h 
upon the Kingdoms that have not called upoy £ 
Name ; he makes ule of the ſame word, yitzv 


derived from the ſame root; as if he ſhofni?! 
ſay, ſend down thy Judgments upon rhe KiCon 
doms which call not upon thee in publick My See 


ings ; and where there is no ſer nor appoinſ add 
Worſhip, for the Inhabitants to uſe in glorify ma? 
thy Name. And in many other P/a/ms, Da int 
uſerh the ſame Expreſſion, which importj {cri 
ck Afembly, and the reading of the Pe pto 
es and Prayers in his Divine Worſhip, wi 30. 
he was wont to call upon God. "This Obi rhe 
yation is confirmed by the conſtant Practice ſes 
all rhe Heathens, in the Worſhip of their Gy of 
Both the Greeks and theRomans had their con tha 
Forms of Prayers and Praiſes, which yetq the 
extant in the Writings of their Poets, Ir ſeq of, 
thar they had received this judicious and pip att 
Cuſtom from the firſt Men cf the World. i or 
what Gods People were accuſtomed to dof 2. 
the Honour of the rrue Ged ; theſe Heathy the 
did commonly practiſe the ſame in the ſerif for 
of their falſe Gods, as may be obſerved J Or 
their Hymns, and orher Ceremonies in uy t0 
Worthip. VIC 


Bur this religious uſe of ſer Forms way] «al 
the Jewiſh Church, by the appointment of » Pr 
es, and of the ſucceeding Prophets, as mayq 25 
eaſily proved by the ſong of Triumph compo a 


by Moſes and Miriam, Exod. 15, after Pi 
ral 
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yo a0h's aa ks 'in _ OT 5s by the | 
> by (words and Ceremonies to be uſed 
ancafin the eating of the Paſchal Lamb, os I " —_ 
 Dajby the other Inſtirutions and paſ- of Moſes, © 
| to ages of rhe Ceremonial Law ; 
* Wand chiefly by the Pfalins' of David, which He- 
Mm, 4:ekiah reſtored in the publick Worſhip of God ; 
upon p ir is ſaid, 2. Chron. 29. 25. That he ſer the 
"INfiLzvites in the Houſe of the Lord, with Cymbals, 
> ſhalwith Pſalteries, and with Harps, according to the 
> Kil Commandment of David, and of Gad the King's 
© Md Seer, and Nathan the Prophet. Obſerve whart is 
poi added in the nexr words, For ſo was the Com- 
rity mandment of the Lord by his Prophets. It ſeems 
D{ inthe Jewiſh Church, the obſerving of a pre- 
Dorn ſcribed Form, was no Human inſtitution, bur 
ie tf proceeded from God's Holy Spirir. And in the 
, wy 3o. verſe iris ſaid, that Hezekiah the King, and 
Obly the Princes, commanded the Levites to fins Prai- 
ticel ſes unto the Lord, with the words of David, and 
r Gif of Aſaph the Seer. Ir was for that good purpoſe 
onl that David compos'd all his Divine Plalms, rhar 
'et4 they mighr be of a conſtant uſe in the praiſing 
; ſery of, and the praying unto our great God. And 
pa after the Fews return from Baby/on, Nehemiah 
}. # commands the ſame uſe ro be obſerved, Nehem. 
dof 2:45, 46. And as ir was not lawful ro change 
at theſe Forms, ſo likewiſe it may not be lawful 
ern for any, bur ſuch only as were inſpired of God, 
d 4 or were to rake care of Religion, 

dq to introduce in God's Divine Ser- Mar. de Miſs. 
vice -any.znew Forms, as may be ©: 1+ + 5- 
eatily proved. Bur this uſe of Ser Forms of 
Prayers and praiſing ofGod,is nor only Jewiſh, it 
1s grounded upon ſuch folid and moral Reafons, 
that have recommended ir ro the Chriſtian 
Church, Sr. Fohn rhe Baptiſt, in imitarion of 
D 4 rhe 
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the Pharziſces, gives a Set Form of Praye 
his Diſciples. And Chriſt our Saviour, þeſt 
comply with the defires of his Followers, 1 
ches them a Ser Form, oppoſite ro the |qpin! 
and redious Forms uſed by the Scribes aþf c 
Phariſees, Luke 11.1, 2. And not only in for 
particular, bur alſo in the receiving of the 2{o \ 
{chal Lamb, Chriſt ſhews himſelf ro be no Eity 
my of Forms, and Humane Inſtirutions, wha 
. theyrend to a Godly purpoſe, as may appeppa 
- by the finging of the Hymn atter the CelebyNe 
Tion, and by the poſture of leaning. And re 
Paul likewiſe, 1n 1mitation of his great Maſtena 
commands T:mothy, I Tim, 2. 1, 2, 3. Ti 
Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and ging" 
of thanks, be made for all men. Thar 1s, tl 
he ſhould appoint in the Churches of his Dig 
ceſs, ſuch Ser Forms of Prayer, as might Ic 
offered up to God, For Kings, and for all tl 
are in authority, that we may lead a quiet ani" 
peaceable Life in all Gudlineſs and Honeſty, je! 
this us good and acceptable in the fight of God h 
Saviour. Thar this was the intent of Sr. Paul 
may appear by the practice of the Chriſti 
Churches in the nexr Age to the Apoſtles ; fori , 
the Ancienteſt Fathers, we real 
See Conc. of rheSer Forms of Prayer, com 
RR, On monly uſed in God's Publick Wor" 
ke can,2, A1hip. And we have yer cxranr ſomep* 
of thoſe Primitive Lirurgics df) 
the People of God, differing in many words, faf* 
the Wiſdom of God's Holy Spirit hath left theÞ* 
Compojure of theſe Prayers, ro the Rulers of; 
the diſtinct Churches, that they ſhould appoint 
ſuch Forms as were molt agreeable with theſ: 
Tempers and Manners of their Pcople, juch 4 


will encourage Devotion and Piety, and _ 
be 


of 
Praye 
10ur, þeſt for the Promorion 'of God's Glory. 

vers, f Likewiſe in theſe later Days, ſince the be- 
the [inning of the Reformation, all rhe Churches 
ibes aþf our Brethren beyond the Seas, have their Set 
7 in Forms of Prayer, from which ir is not lawful 
the p$o vary, and which are appointed by the autho- 
no Erfity of their Rulers. Never any attempted the 
s, whihanging of them, their People never murined 
7 appepgainfſt them, or againſt Forms in general. 


_elebjNever any perſon was allowed in publick, ro 


And refer his own Fancies to theſe Prayers coms 
Maſtgnanded to be uſed in the Church : Bur in the 
, Ti{hurches of every Narion, there is a conſtanr 
' giogpnd an univerſal Uniformity in the Publick 
1s, tt Worſhip of our God. And this good Order 1s 
's DiReligiouſly Kepr withour any fear of Superfti- 
'ehr ion, This Univerſal Practice of all Ages, 
all thChurches, and Nations, that have infſtirured, 
- an{pnd conſtantly uſed Ser Forms of Prayer in. 
ty, fgo0d's Publick Worthip, is ſufficient to juſtifie 
3od whe Religious Orders of our Church, from all 
Payſcandalofis aſperfions of our miſtaken Brethren. 
riſtiaz Bur Reaſon and Religion, and the general 
for good of Chriſtian Socicties, recommends this 
 reaf{fraftice and Uſe to us as well as to them. Ifup= 
ccm{Pole no perſon can deny, bur fer Forms are ab- 
Werſtolurely neccfſary for the informaricn, inftru- 
ſome$<ion, and benetir of rhe more ignorant and 
cs offYounger fort, who mult be taught how to asK 
s, fateir Conveniencies from God's Bounty, and in 
t theÞWiar Name to make their Addreſles ro his Di- 
rs ofÞſine Majeſty, for withour this information from 
poinÞMen, we find them nor in a Capacity to pray 
 theþ3d ſpeak to God, as they ſhould, unleſs they 
h aÞÞ< inſpired from above, which is nor uſual. To 
erveſ<medy their ignorance and weakncis, rhe 
belt |Gaurch of Eyg/and commanis c;nitantly rhe 
D 5 uis 
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The divine Art of Prayer. 
uſe of Set Forms of Prayer in publick ; þ 
by a frequent repetition, we might imp g 
them in the memories of Perſons nor able, 
tead, and that otherwiſe have no meansto leq q 
them. Therefore generally ro diſcourage ſ 
condemn the uſe of Ser Forms of Prayer - 
ro deprive a great part of Chriſtianity, ofq 
comfort and advantage of praying ro Gdl , 
and ir is to diſcover an Enmity againſt Rg j, 
gion, which no good Diſciple of Chriſt canyj x 
fibly harbour. I could here ſhew many haq \ 

| 
ſ 
| 


inconveniencies that would happen amongh 
had we no Ser Forms of Prayer, but for bre 
ſake, I omit the mention of them, for I « 
ccive it is not ſo much at Ser Forms of Pray 
that our Zealots quarrel, as ir 1s at their publ 
uſe in God's Divine Worſhip, and the excl 
ef all others of their own, or other Mens} : 
brick, at ſuch ſolemn times and occaſions, } | 
ler Mens abilities and gifts of Prayer be n: 
ſo ſignal and extraordinary, I dare affirm, : 
can eaſily prove by Scriprure and Reaſon, t: 
they are not to be allowed ro cauſe their 0 
Inventions to juſtle our the uſual Service 
Church. Thar Forms of Prayer are to be 
ferred, whether they be declared memoriter, 
'yead in a Book, to all the moſt excellent e 
temporary ſpeeches or Prayers; and thar « 
fant and ſerled Forms, in a well govern 
Church, are agreeable with the Word of Gd 
and the common good. Were there no ol 
reaſon tro recommend them, bur that decen 
which Sr. Paul deſires to be obfſerv'd in Chit 
Church, in all irs publick Practices and Din! 
Worſhip; it would be ſufficient to make 
embrace an Uniformiry both in manner, as 


AS matter, For how ridiculous would a 
: (0% 
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Ck ; thrion appear to all unbyaſſed Souls, if there 
7 1MÞif were no order ; if every Congregation ſhould 
able be differing in their actions ; if one Miniſter 
STO leq ſhould read when rhe other ſings ; if one ſhowld 
uragel ſpend the Sabbath in ſpeaking, and another in 
'rayer, praying : or if one ſhould pray for one thing, 
, 019 another for the contrary ; or if the prayers 
oO Gul were diſagreeing ; if one Miniſter ſhould pray 
it Rd in one manner ; orhers follow the dictates of a 
t can Rubrick of another make ; what a wide Gap 
ny bo would this deformity open to all kind of Errors, 
onglts Herefies and Blaſi phemies ? And how ridiculous 
r bref} ſhould we appear to all Foreign Churches 2 We 
r I af havealready experienced {ufficientiy the danger 
' Pray of this general liberty allowed ro all Men, ro 
r publ; ray what they liſt in the Ears of the Pcople. 
Xclilf For not ro mention the Extravagancies that 
[enSH ome have bcen guilty of ; the Whimfies and 
Ins, þ Blaſphemies that they have bolred forth ; the 
e I Dzyil hath made ule of this Engine ro over- 
rm, 4 throw the Faith of many filly Souls, by infi- 
on, th nuating the molt dangerous and damnable Er- 
lr Of rors with the gift of praying extempore. In the 
e Off Jate unnarural Rebellion, Men took occaſion in 
be mf their extemporary Prayers, to vent, nor only 
ater} the moſt pernicious miſtakes, bur allo difobe- 
ent & dience ro the Civil Magiſtrare ; and from che 
ar @ Pulpit have poiſoned mary, ro our ſorrow, with 
Iver} moſt horrid and Anti-Chrittian Principles, which 
t Gf torhis day no Reaſon nor Remedy can cure. 

2 lf Bur if no ſuch danger were to be feared 
ecen] from extemporary praying, if all Men ſo em- 
Phil ployed had the Integrity ro intend it only ro 
DiiJ God's Glory, and the publick quiet ; yer ſuch 
ike Prayers cannot have that marure con{iderarion, 
$ W nor thoſe judicious expreiſions as a well Me- 
a M ditatcd Prayer, judicioully composd aud Exa- 
Li D s6 mn d. 
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min'd. And dorh:it become the reſpe& wiye re 
owe to fo: wiſe a God, to be ſo bold as to preſabyblic 
unto him any rhing that comes firit upon thigicio 
Lips, the haſty productions of our unadvikg,jn 
Fancies, or the irregular cxpreflions of .oulgwa 
minds, without conſidering betore, whether thniry 
things we petition for, and the manner of af thei 
ing be acceptable ro him, and agrecable withhylar Þ 
revealed Will and Word ® And in regard weaſvly - 
ſo apt to miſtake, and are fo full of infirmipy 
ries ; docs it not become our Chriſtian diſcnyſe i 
rion, to weigh, and ſeriouſly to examin, whdh we: 
we are to lay to ſo Wiſc and Divine a Majeſyſteem, 
That our weaknefles mighr nor hinder rhe ettednim 
of our Prayers, eſpecially in a publick Conſors « 
gregation, where our miſtakes may have manſyffcic 
1ll conſequences, where not only Ged and ouffethe 
{elves are concerned, but alſo many of divenfck h 
rempers, Capacities and Eſtates, whoſe Indifr hit 
gencies we reprelent to a merciful God ? Nonging 
xt Forms of Prayer are to be therefore uſed, lqþoliſh 
any Man of Reaſon judge impartially, whidpiſchi 


.are the moſt proper, our own or the ChurchesPÞles 


the tond productions of our private ImaginattÞaxe h 
ons, Or the judicious Prayers compoled by th Mo 
graveRulers of our Chriſtian CongregarionsFluma 
j5 doubr nor bur ſeveral have had, and yer have: 
an extraordinary Gift in Praying, ro move «an|Þlly in 
itir up the Aﬀections of their Hearers. Thi onf 
Gift therefore which proceeds from rhe HohÞ wel 
Ghoſt, for the benefit of the Church, requirePblic 
thar we ſhould ſuffer it ro perform that goodpre w 
which 15s thereby intended. This may be donefirm 
on certain occations and times, and immed:ateljÞ tha 
before the Sermen. And ] ſuppoſe that nope C 
moderate Chriſtian will then prohibir ſuch vi-Pe no 
ted perſons, to employ thar ability which rhejÞF of 
| have 
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: Wave received from God for the advantage of the 
ſedblick ; if they make uſe of ir diſcreetly, 

diciouſly, and ſobcrly, withour affectation or 
Vikain glory, Or oftentarion. Bur there is no 
-wflowance rhercftorc ro be given to the pride and 
* thaniry of orhers, ro prefer rhe fond compoſures 
a# their indiſcreer Fancies to the pious and re- 
hlfylar Prayers of the Church. And ir may be 
eaſily fearcd in ſuch Caſes, that voluntary and 
miſey Prayers expreſſed with vehemence, may 
(crhuſe ignorant and fooliſh Men, who arc quicks 
wh weary with the ordinary Devorions, ro dil- 
\iffeem, flight, and neglect them, and to be 
continually craving thole exremporary Ejacula- 
-Otons of gifred Men, and that from perions in- 
nanfffcient ; who may be thereby remprcd to gra- 
ougjethe orhers humour to their own and the pub- 
verck hurt. However rhe gitr © praying is 
ndijor hindred by our publick Forms trom perfor- 
Non ing the benetit wich is thereby intended ; bur 
|, leboliſh Men arc thereby reſtrained from thoſe 
hidhiſchiefs which they mighr bring vpon them- 
1Þlves and others, by {o great a Liberty as they 
1ttJare had during our Anarchy. 
hi Moreover as it ſhouid be the intent of all 
nSFlmmane Conſtitutions in cvery Socicty, to aim 
avgiratly ar the general good of all, and ſpeci- 
:nÞly in the Church, to aim ar the Benefit and 
[hi onfort of the weakeſt and dulleit capacities, 
oh} well as of the quickeft apprehentions ; ſuch 
iregublick Prayers ought ro be received, which 
oodÞte with the mcaneſt abilities. Now I dare 
onefirm, thar rhefe exremporary Prayers are nor 
elyÞ that nature They may be to happy to pleaſe 
nope Corrupr Humours of the Hearers with 
pif-fe novelty of the invention, with the vehemen= 
her of the expreſlion, with the pleaſantneſs of 
ye the 
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the affected Tone ; but they-are not ſo fit tolfyyr 
publickly offered up to God, as the Known, af 4 


proved, and ordinary Prayers of the Chur 


and are not able to prevail ſo much upon q 
affections, were we bur inwardly moved wi 
a righr zeal for God's Glory. Neither can n 
ſo readily ſay Amen to ſuch ſudden Pray: 
proceeding from theſe gifred Men, as to th 
with which we are perfectly well acquaints 
and which we know to be agreeable with Gd 
will ; for in ſuch caſes we have need at eve 
expreſſion to make a judicious reflection wi 
ther whar 1s ſaid is true or falſe, right or wro 
before we can heartily ſubcribe ro ſuch _ 
whereas there 1s no ſuch need in the Pu 

Prayers of the Church, which we underſtz 


' 


before. There: we have nothing elſe to do, if 


ro ſtir up the affections of our Souls, thats 
may join unanimouſly rogether, and offer thi 
up to God. Therefore the gifr of extempor 
ry praying, is not of ſuch uſe, and carries 1 
with it that real Benefit which ſome light 
imagine. I am ccrrain that perſons of a we 
and flow apprehention, are not ſo able and ! 
ro receive benefit trom them as from the kno 
Prayers of the Church. The unuſual exprefli 
of other new Praycrs, may be better able 

move their Fancy, bur rhey are nor fo able 
{tir up the affections of {uch as bring an unp! 
judiced mind, and that look more upon! 
things, than the manner of expreſſing ; for ot 

dainty Ears, and of a quicker apprehenſion, 
may be that a new and eloquent Prayer maj 

more acceptable and more beneficial than to 1 
duller fort ; bur it requires from rhem a gt! 
tcr Labour and an extraordinary Motion ® 


Og 


Axtivity of the Soul, as wcll as an extrao be 


or 
cor 
im 
and 


20N 0 
ed Wi 
Can" 
ray? 
'O Tit 
aint 
1 Gol 
rt eVe 
n Wi 


4 moſt eloquent Tongue. 


The divine Art of Prayer. 


: 2s 
it topary ability to join in ſuch Prayers. And for 


Wn, the perſons thar utter them, if they be extem- 
-hurg yore, withour any premeditation, and of a. long 


continuance, I dare affirm, thar they are full of 
imperfections and confuſion in the compoſure, 
and thar the perſons thar ſpeak them, are far 
from the diſpoſition needful in Prayer. Whilſt 
their Hands and their Eyes are lifted up, rheir 
fouls and irs Faculties are employcd in ſeeking 
for fir words to declare the conceptions of the 
mind; and in the mean time ir thinks not of, 
and is not able, as it ſhould to call upon God, 


q and concern its inclinations in the Requeſts 


that are preſcnted ro him. For ſudden Ejacula- 
tons and Emiflions of the Soul and Mind ro 


{ God, rhe ſame reaſon holds nor, becauſe there 
| $not the ſame order, contrivance and agility 
f of the Soul required. For theſe and other cau- 


ſes, Set Forms either before us in a Book, or 
recorded in our Memories, waich may as ſud- 
denly ſupply us with the Words and matrer,are 


| the beſt merhods of praying ro God, chiefly in 
4 is Publick Worſhip. 


Bur if we have any regard ro God our mer- 
atul Creator, I think there is no perſon ſo fim- 
pleas ro imagine that the Eloquency of the 
tongue,or unuſual exprefiions,can have a greater 


! fluence upon him, than the Common Prayers 
; of the Church. 


It is not the Tongue bur rhe 
Heart that God Eyes in all our Services. The 
whiſperings and private Complainrs of the one 


| are heard, when the loud Cries of the other 


are rejected. The Door of Mercy flies open 
at the bcatings of a devour Heart, when ir 
remains bolted at rhe furious atlaults of rhe 
Therefore as it ſhould 
beour chief regard in Prayer, to cxamine thar 
which 


TT us yr.. "7 
a 


G4. The divine Art of Prayer, 


which is moſt pleaſing to God, nor that whid 
grarifies our own Humour ; We ſhould chif 
thoſe Prayers to offer up to him, wherein 
Hearrs may be as well concerncd as af. 
Tongues. In order thereunto,as the Set Forms. © 
Prayer are the greateſt helps thar we can pn at; 
cure, both to the learned and the unlearned, i; 
the wiſe and the ignorant, I ſee no realy... 
wherefore Men ſhould be deprived of them, a -m 
extemporary Prayers ſer up. Thoſe Forms 
mean, where things are ſpoken, and not only, 
words ; where the Conceptjons are plai on 
expreſſed, and the Prayers firred for the uſed , | 
the weakeſt Capacities. They can never h 
roo plain, nor too eafie ; and the Wiſe and f Pr 
Learned ought nor to think it a trouble ro cap, j 
deſcend in their Publick Worſhip, ro requaf j 
worded in a manner an{werable ro the meant r fo 
abilities ; for Chriſtianity requires from thaſ, 
an Union with the weakeſt of their Brethre Fi 
who is in as great a likelihood of God's merqh,,, 
and obtaining God's Glory, as perſons of tt 
greateſt Reach and Judgment, 

I know, that it 1s the common uie of otþqye 
Diffenting Brethren, ro upbraid us in our Dy, 
votions, with too much Formality, in regatþyg , 
of our being ſo tond of Ser Forms, with 


meri! 
au 


- 
C 


norant with 1ts firit plauſible appearance, Kh 4 
me tell them, that we are nor guilty of Forth R 


becoms 
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. becomes Chriſtians and Peritioners of the God 
WIId: Heaven : Becauſe in our Publick Service, 
caug. repeat only the Words, and mind nor the 
Wnering chem with the affections of rhe Soul ; 
Tecaule fore make it only a trade to go to 
MP. ayer, others run them over as a Task, and 
| %o many mind the Form, bur few mind the 
© Tibſtance of Prayer ; thar is, tro expres and 
ed them up to God with thoſe inward qualifi- 
Y Uztions and outward humility, that I have now 
Mommended to the practice of our Chriſtian 
Fr Fethren. This cauſeth me to paſs ro. the ſe- 
c od parcicular, that I have promiſcd ro exa- 
"Fin. The Caules of rhe Peoples Contempt of 
1, wr Liturgy, and their neglect of the Forms 
= f Prayer enjoined in our Church of Eng- 


uelf 
anti 
ther 
thre 
1erc] 


I could name a grear many Cauſes thar we 
r ſelves give, bur I ſhall reduce them all, for 
ity ſake, ro theſe fix following. 
Firſt, T muſt accuſe ſome of the Clergy, both 
\Feband low, great and ſmall, for having gt- 
f en the chief cauſe of the contempt of our 
mrgy and Rubrick, by their indifterency and 
| "Palteſs in Prayer. By their o ver haſty rea- 
* Wot them, and by their omiſſion of rhar re- 
"p which they ſhould ourwardly exprels, and 
Jatdevotion which is due ro God, they $iv- 
ah to many to ſlight the very Prayers 
be mlelves. Asrhey are the Pcoples mourhs ro 
9, they ſhould be the Peoples Examples and 
C P terns, ro ſhew them how to beg God's Mer- 
- [5 a8 well as to endeavour ro obtain them for 
—ferreief. And the greater care they ſhould 
and o to —— all the morions of reycrence, bee 
_ na$- err practice hath ſo great an influence 
- the Congregation, and is of ſo great a 


l COn- 
Ja06 


1ery 


6G. The divine Art of Prayer. 1 


conſequence, that they oblige Men to ef 5 
thoſe Prayers thar are offered up ro God, your 
this reaſon, a perſon thar officiates in the$ſf" 
dience of a Congregation,. ſhould read oyer{W 
Prayers, not as we peruſe a Srory in a Book, {i 
with his Hands and Eyes lifred up ro Heyy 
and upon his knees ; he oughr to pronouncet 

Prayers, as if he were ſpeaking to God's 
vine Majeſty, viſibly preſent, and to delif 
them with the moſt apparent ſigns of fincenj vi 
of reverence and carneſtneſs imaginable, It 
deavour to grace the godly Prayers of $f! 
Church, with thy graceful and comely, "bY 
thy decent and reſpectful poſtures and geſtu 
and let the Eyes of the. Aſſembly learn f of 
thee, my reverend Brother, the manner hon 
pray, as well as the words and exprefſion 
Prayer. O ! Jer nor the negligence and fl * 
fulneſs of ſo many be laid ro thy charge, I" 
ſtrive to be zealouſly affected thy ſelf, thay fn 
diſpoſition may be communicated to thy heaſ®! 
I ſpeak to you chiefly, whoſe office and hay1C 
nels iris, ro ſing daily praiſes ro God, in Cai! 
dral Churches. Think not that you have Fm 
ficiently diſcharged your Duty, if you have 
ſerved your diſtances, your runes, ard. ple 
the Audnors with your melodious Voices :\ the 
Remember, my Chriſtian Brother, that i 
mult likewiſe pleaſe thy: God with-che harm © 
of the Soul, and-rune as well his prailes the 
the inward affections, as well as with the 
ward concerts of Muſick. Take heed let" 
behaviour, or thy negligent diſcharge of Fla 
Duty, give ſcandal ro our diſſenting Bretlq®! 
who are too apt to be offended ar rhe leaſt 
of weakneſs, which rhou mayeſt diſcover} 
ſuch a time, 0 


Fecut 
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) ef Secondly, Another cauſe of the contempr | of 
1d, Nour Liturgy, given by the Clergy, 1s the negl1- 
 thedzence of the Superior and wealthieſt Clergy, 
over]who ſeldom read the Prayers of the Church 
ook, themſelves, unleſs ir be ſome ſmall portion, bur 
HeyJammonly employ their Deacons, or the mean« 
unceJe perſons of the Church, ro offer up thoſe 
od's Prayers that are of the greateſt concernment to 
del, and rhe;chiefeſt of rhe Rubrick. As if rhar 
Fncerd Office wete roo mean for their Promotions and 
le, FDigniry, whereas it is the moſt glorious Em- 
- of ſpoyment thar weMen can pretend to : Ir makes 
Iy, ws ike our divine and "na Saviour, wha: 
oeſtup mercedes for us in the: preſence of God, and 
rn { fers up our Requeſts. Is there any thar na- 
c ho} meth himſelf a Chriſtian, rhar ſcorns ro imitare 
Monf IeAurhor of our Salvation, and to offer up 
d fd ie Prayers of their Congregations to God ? No 
ge, {lon can be roo worthy for ſo excellent an 
tha} Employment ; and becauſe the uſual merhod 
' heyJoblerved in Cathedrals, cannor well be changed. 
4 hyJ1could with rhar the Superior Clergy, the Bi- 
a Ca flop, the Dean, and the Canons, would tome- 
ave Jtimes perform rhoſe parts of Devorion, which 
have tiey have rorally appropriatcd to the meaneſt 
; ple their Foundation and Society ;. that thereby 
eg : (tity might remove from rhe mids of Men, the 
hat of diefteem of our Praycrs, which thev are apt 
1armd 10 conceive and entertain thereby. Fu. as in 
ſos þ the Days of Feroboam, Men touck © calion to 
the  contemn Religion it ſelf, when. he had made 
| Jef the loweſt of his People, rhe Pricits »; is High 
> of gf laces, andthe promorers of Rel:gion ; fo like- 
drecht wile in our time, Men, eſpecially our Ene- 
leaſt} Mes, are more inclinable ro deſpiſe our excel- 
over} {ent Prayers, becauſe they are moſt employed 
to offer them up ro God in the name of the 
Seca People, 
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People, who arc in a mean ſtation nn ff : 
Church, and have bur ſorrowful abilities ÞF* 
Thirdly, T muſt not forger another cauſe + 
rhe Peoples deſpiſing our Godly Prayers, wh Mm, 
many Miniſters who are too highly conceitedf® © 
their parts do give. Tis in mangling, cut 7 
ſhort, and leaving out the Praycrs of 
Church, ro make more room for the delive a 
of rhcir own proud conceptions, ether 
Prayer or a Sermon, contrary to the Publick © 
jun<tions of our Superiors. For by this adi ry 
they declare openly their own difre!pect off" 
Forms of Prayer, their unwillingnels to! rel 
hem, that they are thereunto meerly compd[* 
and their too high efteem of their own in! ry 
tions. And when the People ſec them hi uf 
them over ſo ſpeedily, they are wont to be ff 
judiced with ftrange conceirs of thele excel" 
Prayers, or ar leait, not ro eſteern nor uſetlſ 
2S they oughr. Therefore I would adviſe 
Reverend Brethren, not to ſhorten 
Prayers, bur carefully, diligently, and 0 


ſantly to obſerve the Ruies commanded ;F? . 
which they are the more engaged ro obey, a 
canle rheir diſobedience is apt to encourageF., \ 


- PHE a vﬀIys 
foment the Peoples diſregard of rhefe Prayy, 


. - * , 2X N 
which they mighr uſe with ſo much advan _ 
to their Souls, had they that afiection for 4 W 
which they really. deſerve. 

lings 


Fourthly, The publick behavior of man) 
the Nobility, Gentry, and perſons whoſe Exif 
ples are regarded, is anorher cauſe of rhe, 
ples diſeiteem of our Liturgy. When Ma 3s 
Learning, of Wealth, and of Honour, flit i 
the Devotions of their Brethren, withoutQ,  * 
preiiing any reſpect for them, and without bt Sa 
ing any part in the Service of the Ch 
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hers are diſcouraged from the uſe of it. This 
« {ce almoſt in cvery Congregation, ſome of 
2 Chief are commonly diftaſted at ſome part 
wy { our praying or praiſing of God, in which 
þ) will ſhew no {ſign of devor:on ; or 1t may 
e, the Gentlemen of rhe Pariſh are nor ſo re- 
ious as they ſhould be, therefore they think 
; ſufficient for them, if they bring their Bo- 
les to the Publick Pray ers, though they rewain 
tre in God's prelence, as ſo many Stocks or 
Faces, withour ex refling any Devotion for tne 
Fryers, or any Worſhip to their Creator. If 
(ele ſeaſonable lines ſhall happen ro fall into rhe 
Lands of any of You, whoſe Nobility and Ex- 
pe F:fton delerves the eſtcem of the reſt of the 
: <a; CONIICCr NOW highly yeu your {elves 
4 ld be ofiendcd, if your Scryants and 4c- 
[| ſhould appear before you, ro Gemand Your 
-coſÞmance in their wants, with 5s much difre- 
as you appear beſcre the Ged of Heaven, 


n | 


Cutty 


of 
live 


ſto whom you are bur Tenants tor life, or it 
aþÞ7 be for a ſhorter time. Would you be ready 
reward their CONTEmPpt of your per:on, vv th 
Fran: ot rh&.r defircs ? Would not you be 
ay ro check their {mpudence and {auiCin vs, 


3, bey ſoul rrear you as Ley do heir LL abou- 
rf And Wijlal think YUuU, ny Lor TO and Con 


vie 


Enen, of your itrcſpectful and CONTemprucus 
Erroacnes before God, your great Creator? 
not you ttand in need of his aiftance and 
mhngs 2 And if you do, is this rhe means to 
'Þrin It, to ſ!;ghr caole P rayers wich are pre- 
; ES wo God tor the increate of your happine!s 
uprolperiry 2 For your own honour, be nor 
greateſt Clowns or your Congre eaticn In 
ods preience ; bur as you cxcel the re!F in No- 


our; 
ir be } of Blood, endeavour to cxcel ine at! 0 
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| In your reſpects ro God, in your zeal and (th 
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vortion to him ; render ro him publickly wiifwk, 
your Bodies, that homage which he claims-a tri 
deſerves from you for all his favours. Intern, 11 
your ſelves in our paiſing of his holy Naming | 
and in our Prayers ro him. Employ the cretſiolen 
of your Eſtates and Promotions which Godfaws 
Providence hath given you to promote his Gloepti 
and Worſhip. Why ſhould you be ſo unthariſymer 
ful to his goodneſs, ro be a reproach tro hyſtcu 
Profeſſion, and not to honour him who hawar 
beſtowed ſo much honour upon your perſonsunde 
O! Remember thar the higher you are exalpſtar 
above other Men, the lower you are ingagPran 
to ſtoop to this good God, chiefly in publi ſill gr 
in his Worſhip before the Eyes of the Worlff ; 
ſecing thar your neglect in this caſe, will up 
be only injurious ro him, bur diſgraceful ro yaſſlto! 
noble perſons, and prejudicial ro all the apy ' 
ſtants. moni, 
Fifthly, Moreover the flanders, the filthy ja wic 
ings, and the irreligious paſtimes of propha ſelf | 
Perſons, in theſe laſt corrupt days, upon tt Juc 
Book of Common-Prayer, have ſtrangely ifour, 
led many minds, ( religiouſly diſpoſed ) wipalde 
ſtrong prejudices againſt ir: And when tif! no 
have ſeen the greareſt prerenders ro Religiaſtaule 
with the lare Authoriry of the Nation, pakÞer I 
ſencence of Condemnation upon theſe Formsqpally | 
Prayer, as well as the prophaner ſorr ; wieunels, 
they yer ſee many Wiſe, Godly and Conſciefragtt 
rious Men, ftand tifly in oppotition to their off ttere 
ception, the weaker ſort of Men, that common ally 
ly judge of things and perſons, by the genen| And! 
Votre, are ready to look upon them as ſuperitfer, 
tious and unlawtul. The ſchiſmarical ſcrup* ©qu: 


lolity of the one, and the wicked Blaſphemi long 
| (1 
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4 the other, have diſcredired this excellent 
wiltok, among ſuch as are nor wont ro examin 
+ true worth of things ; for the prophaner 
erdd, it is cO0 weil known, that there is no- 
anging ſo ſacred or holy, but they have offered 
reFiolence to it. God and his Sacraments, his 
5ollaws and Conſtitutions, Chriſt and our Rg- 
onemption, Heaven and Hell, our prefent En- 
xarihyments and furure Hopes, are all turned into 
 kidicule by thoſe monſtrous Wits, whoſe. Reli- 
tifinand Faith is limited by rheir Senſes. No 
ſonoader therefore, 1f rhey continue. to abuſe the 
-1l;$aftant Prayers and Service of rhe Church. Bur 
gfminly rhe Religion of thoſe: perſons is nor 
lice grounded, when they are to be {cofted our 
ori t; and rheir belict 1s not well ſetled, if 
1] nie prophane jeſt can oblige them to call it in 
\ yaſetion. If we may be periwaded by theſe 
 afÞiatly wits to change our religious Cuſtoms, Ce- 
monies and Prayers, wc ſhall quickly become 
7 jo wicked as themſelves, and baniſh Religion 
phaſ kf our of rhe Land. They are no compe- 
n int Judges of our Devotions, who were neyer 
frout, bur rather their malicious expreſſions 
wiſtauld confirm Men of diſcretion, in their citeem 
t&eÞ! thoſe pious things which they condemn, 
igioÞxule rhey were never inclinable ro Piery, and 
pakÞer Tempers are repugnant to ir, and to thoſe 
-msþolly Rules thar reproach them of their licenti- 
whePunels, Ler theſe conſiderations therefore 
{ciefengrhen the weakneſs of ſuch as are apr to 
ir ofcihereby perſwaded to a dereliction of theſe 
imopuly Forms. 
2nerd] And for the other Enemics of our Common- 
perſqayer, their Converſarions ſeen ro infinuare 
upp equity of rheir Judgments, becauſe they are 
emitrlons of religious bchaviour, and good man- 
ncrs ; 
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ners ; their prejudices rherefore againſt 
Rubrick, are more dangerous. Bur if a ju # 
cious and pious Soul would take rhe painstſy | 
them our, and examin the Cauſes of theirinure 
cible prejudices, they ſhall either tind none c 
\uch ſlender ones as may caule us ro wonderſþps 
their ſtifineckedneſs and ſtrange fancies. Suh 
T am ſure, as renders them moſt ridiculowsþ 
all foreign Churches of Chriſt. Their mien 
ordinary and popular Complaint is, that ith 5 
Popiſh, and raken our of rhe Maſs-Book. Shok 
Error which any Man will acknowledge, if thr c 
will bur compare our Prayers with the Porffcror 
Prayers of the Lirurgy of Rome. Can thathkdtt 
Popiſh which oppoſerh ali the Errors and nfhmu 
rakes of rhe Papiſts ? which reacherh us to pry ta 
for God's afliſtance and direction againſt allJChrf 
Herefies, Piors and Confpiracies of rhe Piſa) 
which was in uſe in the Chriſtian Church, Wd, 
fore ever there was any Anti-Chriſtian PopChurc 
Rome 2 Can hat be reckened ro be Popith whiſflices 
is agreeable with the Revelations of the Hifkrif 
Svirir, with the Doctrincs and belicf of the bEChurc 
Reiorimed Churches beyond rhe Seas, aſwhich 
which their moſt Orthodox Divines Embraceabch 
molt conſonant with their Faith and Piety ? Tal c 
Creed, the ten Commandments, and the Loparla 
Prayer, may with 3s much likelihood be ſaidquvin 
be Popiſh, or to be :-ken out of rhe Mals-Bodlls inc 
tecautethe Papitis have them in their Breag All 
rin. Joa'l unprejudiccd perions this acainre « 
ſarion appears a mcer Calumny, unlets any, at 
thoſe rcjined Souls could {py out, and ihew Pider 
any particular in rhe Common-Prayer whichllad 
yours of tne Reomiſh Errors, and tends ro piipuuppu 
more the P9p:'s Intereſt amongit us, Butrint 
the uſual practice of abutive Tongues, yr Inc 
the 
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Inſt hey cannot inſtance any certain Crime, to bring 
4 Weir accuſation in groſs, thar their malice may 
nStoÞÞs leſs diſcernable, and their charge may be 
Ire weighty. Bur ler nor the vain and ground- 
109 &; concerts of Popery and Superſtition derer 
nderſhee, my Chriſtian Brother, from making uſe, 

Which Comfort ro thy Soul, of theſe Godly Pray- 
lous s. Ler not theſe miitaken Brethren infect thy 
Ir nfyement with the ſame rroubleſom Error. Exa- 
at thn and try, ſearch into every Corner of this 

Tok, and* ſee whether thou canſt find any co- 
©, if ur of Popery ; thar is ro ſay, any fign of thoſe 

Popffrors which are in Controvyerſie berween us 
that Kndthe Papiſts. -Ler nor their miſtakes prevail 
d nfomuch npon thy diſcretion, as ro caule thee 
tO Mo take for Popery, whar is agreeable with 
allJ(trſt's rrue Religion and Doctrines. Tr hath 
Pifalvays been rhe glory of our Church of Eng- 
ci, lad, ro be moſt conformable, of all other 
PopChurches, ro the belief, Government, and Pra- 
wiiffices of the Primitive and firſt Churches of 

HiChriſt. Therefore in this of the Liturgy, our 
he lCturch recommends rhar manner of praying 
» Avhich is moſt like thar of the firſt Ages, and 
raceÞvbich is moſt anſwerable ro our Governmenr 
? Tad condition ; as our glorious Martyr, and 
Lorfar lace Soveraign of Ble{{ed Memory, declares 
aidquvindicarion of the Prayers of the Church in 
Bodlfls incomparable Book. 
rea All other accuſations as well as rhis, ſavour 
acre of malice and diſpleaſure, than right Rea- 
ny $%, and tend ro this ungracious end, ro aboliſh 
w Jvder and Merhod in Prayer, and ro introduce 
chielad and unreaſonable Contuſion in our Wor- 

pripping of God. *' Ler therefore every good 
it Uiniſtian rake heed, if he himſelf hath ſuch an 
"" T1nGible prejudice __ theſe Forms ___ 
the 
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cd in our Church, rhat he cannot uſe them hilln 
ſelf with any Comfort to his Soul, that he yh 
ſturb not others minds with rhe fame Schif&M 
rical miſtakes, .and ſpread nor abroad whaſſker 
could with were confined to the bottomleſs for 
Ler him nor hinder others from the Bender 
which they may reap from a hcarry and zealfcet 
Offering up of theſe Prayers ro God. Abſtynot 
my Chriſtian Brother, from Blaſpheming fre 
which thou doſt nor perfectly underſtand;ſer 
that which rhoa hateſt without a juſt cad 
Draw nor others into the ſame prejudice, andſ tha 
aor fo uncharirable, ro think our Devotionsut 
acceptable to our good God, becaule thou lþlgt 
an implacable diſpleaſure againſt them, Thi yy 
not thar Piery is confined to thy Breaft ala yr 
and to thoſe of thy Sect. Lay aſide, I | th 
ſecch thee, thar bitterneſs, that pecviſhneſs | an 
froward temper which makes thee fret ar ſte 
£00d Order, and Chriſtian Diſcipline. Ifm<0 
perceivelt any faults, coldneſs, dulneſs, org 
handſom Actions in private perſons, charge: 
their miſcarriages upon our Church, or Ch 
brick ; but be {ov reaſonable, not to procly i 
thine unreafonable diltaſtes, ro the prejudice} 6c 
others and thy ſelf. fu 

Sixthly, I cannot forger to mention anotly po 
Cauſe of Mens contempr of our Forms | m 
Rubrick, which 1s, Thar they are brought uy pe 
the ignorance of that manner of preſenty Pr 
them to God, which might cauſe them to mt Wo 
with true comfort and real benefit. Fat ci: 
know {oine that hay? conſtantly atrended at Pr 
Publick Prayers of the Church, and have i ny 
many Fyears ſcarce omitted any opporrunf ar 
thar did invice thera; yer becauſe rhey ki to 
z0t how to ule them as they ſhould, rhey iſ at 


, —_- The droine Art of Prayer. 
hem hlnt at any time found that inward content 
1at he $ywhich they now think ro receive from new 
Schif&Modes of Prayer ; and ar laſt have totally forſa- 
1 whafken them, crying our moſt bitterly againſt rheir 
mlek former Formality, Iuke-warmneſs, and indiffe- 
e Benfrency in Prayer. As 1f thar unfir remper pro- 
d zealfceeded from rhe Prayers, and nor from the ig- 
Abſtdnorance of their minds, which when it 1s 
ning tfrengthened by prejudice, Education, or In- 
ſtand ſrereſt, is the greareſt cauſe of their diſlatisfa- 
iſt cation at our Prayers uſed in the Church ; and 
e, andJ thar which deprives them of the advantages 
tions which they might receive from them. This 
thou kþTenorance is the greateſt Enemy of our Lirur- 
, Thi gy, and of our publick peace ; which if any 
{t ala} perſon be willing ro expel, for his own, and 
\ I & te Churches benekr, ler him ſeriouſly conſider, 
neſs and make uſe of theſe directions, which wilt 
_ ar Ffiewhim how to offer up our Prayers with 
If t-comfort ro his Soul. 
, or TIhave already ſer down general directions 
argedJo pray well, which every good | 
or Chriſtian oughr ro learn ro pra- Third par- 
rocly Qile in all Prayers preſenrced ro rrcular. 
1dice} God ; bur betide, thoſe which 
re with all rempers and ſorts of Men, I ſup- 
analy poſe that ſome advices beſides may be given 
ns a more particularly, and more proper ' for thoſe 
it upy perſons amcng{t us thar are diflacisfed wirh our 
ſent Prayers and Lirurgy, and prejudiced againſt ir. 
'o my Some advices, I mean, that may have a ſpe- 
Far cial regard to their cauſeleſs mittakes and the 
| arq Prayers of the Church. Aud truly I judgema- 
ve F fy ſtand in great need of theſe directions, who 
rrunq are well $kilFd in other kinds of Devotion ; 
kf for prejudice here ſuffers them not to learn, or 


7 tu at leaſt nor to practice what their ailection 
E 2 teaches 
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judice keep thee always blindfolded 2 W 


' Prayer ro the God of peace, thar he may exp , 


The divine Art of Prayer, k.. A 
reaches them in other Caſes ro perforin with ; F 

j'l 
lieve whar they affirm, Thar they are truly *? 


a Teacher ; If we may have the Charity hf 
zcalouſly affected in the Prayers which arP 


oppi 
their Miniſters Compoſure, ard thar they Þ 
joyn their hearts in Devorion with them: ; foÞ*%" 
very much queſtion whether thoſe perſons op 
ſcem ourwardly to be ſo diſpoſed, are really 
in their hearts, and whilſt rhcy arc, or may qo th 
delighred with the Prayer, whether their So» 
are truly in a praying temper. nt 

Firſt, Endeavour to be heartriiy recondil bniſ 
with the Godly Forms of Prayer recomment 
in our Church, employ Reaſon and Conſcien 
ro perſwade thy felt, my Chriſtian Brother, 
embrace whar Dury commands, that Dy 
which thou orweit ro Authority, and riy int tne 
eſt obliges thee ro practice”: Why thould pr oy 
Sec 


thould Men of perverſe judgments and corn 8 


deſigns, impole upon thy judgment inch gn +'p 


miſtakes 2 Why wil: thou core upon thine 01 
Errors, and entertain them with io much fit ultes 
neſs, as if thy Salvation did thereupon & be 0] 
pend ; thoie Errors I mean, that cauie rheci 1 
look upon our Prayers and Devotions 2s {upe 
ſtirious, and make to great a breach in 
Church where we live 2 Make it thy bulif 
ro underſtand the rrue ground of thine and _ 
thers diſpleaſures ar our Forms of Praver, Ta al 
nor things of thar high concernment upon tri o 
and caprivare not thy diſcretion ro the judgmet % 
of others never ſo learned, but with the al ws 
ſtance of Reaſon, and holy Scriprure righ 
interpreted, labour to fift out the Truth. 
theſe and ſuch like endeavours, make uſe 
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Dy or W drive away all the Miſts of Error, which 
qa Jeep thee ar a diſtance fromour manner of wor- 
| ze ſipping our grear God, Confider the neceſſity 
hey c { thole rhings thar are therein deſired, the 
\. {,megriry of their firſt Compoſers, the _ 

? ſation of foreign Reformed Churches, the Com- 
call Þ ds and Injunctions of the wiſe Governours 
nay te the Church and Stare, who have no other in- 
r Soils in all thetr Laws relating to this purpoſe, 
Jin thy Salvation and the publick Peace and 
oncy{thiformity. Is it poſſible rhar thou excelleſt 
nergdiem in diſcretion and judgment, and that they 
{cſarall miſtaken in the good end which they pro- 

fe ro themſelves. > Wirhour this reconcile- 
' DJments tis nor poſſible for thee to receive any 
vo bmefit from our Prayers by joyning with us, for 

. ty Soul. will never offer. up heartily ro God 
yi. that for which ir hath a ſtrong” averſion. 

1 Secondly, .Qvercome in thy Soul all inward 

o- diplealure which thou haft conceived againſt 
- onltte Perſon of thy Miniſter officiating, or dif- 
- 4;4aſtes ar his behaviour and actions.» Whar if he 
1 {openly ſcandalous, or art variance with thee; 
ee Let not his guilcineſs cauſe thee to be guilty of 
upe megulariry, or neglefting thy Duty ro God, 
| i adthe incereſt of thy Soul, Let not your mu- 
ſed mal diffarisfaCtion cauſe you to be diffarisfied 
d | with God and his Worſhip. Such Wicked 
Tal Varlets as Hophni and Phincas, are too apt to 
] aule many to {light the Offerings of the Lord ; 
ne durthey are nor therefore excuſable before God, 
af] #ho requires an obedience to his Laws, from 
hl ery dittinct perſon, and allows not the vis 
74 ouſneſs of the one to be pleaded for the dit- 
, of Uderly behaviour of the other. 

ol Burcertain ir is, that whilſt rhou art inward- 
x]  diſpleaſed with thy Miniſter, thou canſt 
B 3 never 
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never conjoyn thine heart with the Godly Paſs the 
ers which proceed our of his mouth ; whillpy tO « 
thou arr offended with his perſon, his Prayafligior 

and his Words will never benefit thee much, ns of 
ſhall not cxamin the many frivolous cauſes gþd that 

diftaſtes, which the Men of our days cnrerajenly 
againſt the Clergy ; bur this I dare affimpown!t 
That it is both the Duty and Intereft of a Pgnceed 

riſhioner io ſmother his anger and diſpleaſugf our 
conceived againſt his Miniſter, ſpecially at tyites tc 
time of Divine Service, when he is drawingl inp! 
near to God in Prayer, if he will be in a pofiſablica 
bility of praying right. Look not on him þvd ti 

thar time as thine Enemy, bur as thy Friendſnows 
whoprays for thy neceſſities as well as his omgegous 
look nor en him as one art a diſtance from theUniſti 
bur reconciled in the common Duties of Rejſwsth: 
gion. God forbid thar the uſual differencesd{{nulde 
Men abour Worldly Intereſts, ſhould ſeparareu00 al 
in God's preſence from one another, and caulſd the 
our variances to be eternal. If therefore wput pv 
are likely, notwithſtanding our preſenr debarg[Rls ; 
ro meet unanimouſly to worſhip God's Majeſyſall ar 
for all Eternity, and fing ro him angelical Hysma) 
felnjahs hereafrer, why may-we nor now fupſan aft 
preſs our diſpleaſures, ſtife onr paſſions, ard|tiereft 
reconcile our ſelves in the Worſhip of our grea (ed, : 
Creator and common Bencfactor 2 For har inſlick q 
rent it concerns thee nor to mind ſo much tit fane, 

Perſon, as the Petitions, not ſo much the Mi, 
niſter as God, for whoſe ſake, and ar whote| Fe: 
command thou art ready to forger the moſt ſer of rhe 
fible wrongs, and check the ftropgeſt paſſions] ith 
of hatred and diſpleaſure. erve 
Third!y, Think not that the vitious behaviour Com 
of any in the Congregation, will be a prej# lubrn 
dice to thy Prayers, or. hinder their accepran® 
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Pris the: common excuſe of Men that arc wil- 
whitho to excuſe themſelves from the Duries of 
rajaſeigion 5 Thar in our publick Aſſemblies all 
ich, ns of perſons are promiſcuouſly admitted, 
ſs $d thar-they cannor join in Prayers with the 
enzjenly debauched, or with perſons that are 
fimown to be ſcandalous. Bur this vain pretence 
1 Proceeds many times from a proud conceir 
auf our own Sandctiry, and favours of the Pha- 
: rhhiees remper in the Goſpel, who had ſo much 
wing{ impudence in his Prayer ro God, that the 
xffublican's Humility was preferred before him. 
n $9 that ſees all onr ations and rempers, 
endinows how to pur a difference between thy re- 
wilgious bchaviour, and the Vices of a wicked 
hel(nſtian. "T's nor thy Neighbour's ungodli- 
eþJns thar can prejudice thy Devotions. Why 
$dudelt thou be offended with thar which 
enf6od allows ; and rhe publick Unity and Peace 
wie the Church requires > We could wiſh rhar in 
mar publick Afemblies all were Saints and An- 
rezſfels ; bur ſceing rhar is not to be expected, ro 
{youll and pick our every vitious perſon, or ſuch 
L|smay be rhought ro be ſo by ſome ill-willers, I 


plan afraid ſcarce any would be lefr. We muſt 


ni] tterefore bear with that which is not to be avoi- 
a|&d, and rake heed rhar we diſturb nor the pub= 
rick quier more than rhe vitious and the pro- 
ie] fane, by our indiſcreer and Schiſmatical nice» 
1-1 tec, 
e& Fourthly, Tf thou wilt offer up the Prayers 
-| the Church wirh benefit to rhy Soul, and 
| with the atiections of thy Hearr, carefully ob- 
ſerve the morions of the Body enjoined in the 
{ Common-Prayer ; who knows bur that this 
| vbmifſion, and this cuſtom will have a ſpecdy 
nfluence upon thy mind, ro cauſe thy Soul to 
& 10in 
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Join in the ſame reſpects ro God. Certain i; 
that the nearneſs of Relation berween the 
will beger a mutual compliance between 
actions of the one and the affections of the ; 
ther, ſo thar the often practiſing of things nu 
necds reconcile us to thoſe performances, x 
remove the {trongeſt- prejudices thart are nf"? | 
grounded in reafon, nor ſtrengthened by divid|** 
Revelation. If therefore any weak Broth A 
cannot at preſent comply with the Deyotia Y 1; 
of the Church of Enzland ; if he finds an i 
ward repugnancy for the publick Prayers, whid |? 
hinders him from receiving the comfort an 
benefit thereby intended, ler him follow a 
try my advice but a few Months. Let hin 
force his Body to 'oblerve all the motions rl 
Reſpect commanded in the Rubrick. Ler hin} |< 
ftand up when we give glory ro God, and ſin 

forth his praiſes. Ler him kneel in Prayer, at 
outwardly obſerve a due reverence, and he ſha 
find. that his former averſion will inſenſibh 
wear away, and by degrees he will bring hs 

Soul to a hearty and religious compliance wit 

thoſe godly Forms of Prayer, which before he 
could never uſe with any fatisfaction ro hi 

mind ; he ſhall find his unhappy humour « 
diſcontent evaporate it felf, and his Body draw 
afcer the Soul and its faculcies, to a finccre wor: 
ſhipping of our. God, in the manner tha is pre 

Ctiſed amongſt us. = 

Fifthly, Touſe the Prayers of the Church 
with thar devotion that is needful, a frequent 


Scxipt1 
C3 
wile C 
Kings 
e ule 


ſhip of 


meditation upon them is very requiſite. A Me- = 
ditation, I mean, uporr the neceiſity of thoſe for 
rhings that are there deſired, upon the advanrag? "= 
of Uniformity and Unity in God's divine « 
Worſhip 3 upon their agreeablenets ha holy | 

crip || = 
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J Scxipture, irs Doctrines and Exprefſions ; upon 
he expreſs Commands of the King and rhe 
Jiwiſe Councils of our Nation, under four or five 
Kings ſucceilively, who unanimouſly enjoin 
euſe of rhcſe Prayers: in the publick Wor- 


{vice ; upon the frivolouſneſs and Folly of 
||! Objections againſt it ; upon the obſtinacy 
[ad invincible hatred of all oppoſers. A medi- 
{ation alſo is requiſite ro this purpoſe, upon 


of Prayer. Such Meditations, I mean, as 
may elevate rhe Soul tro prepare and diſpole it 
{ [for a Holy Communion wich God, and in- 
fame our affections, in order to a more zealous 
ofering up of rhe publick Prayers - of rhe 


j[{ferſwade the judgment and remove all miſ- 
by akes, I recommend to thee the peruſal of a Ra- 
1:1 |torale upon the Common-Prayer; that if by 
any means rhou mayeſt be periwaded to a reli- 
t,[[$10us and Jevour conformity in publick ro rhe 
1 |Order of our Church. 

Bur all rhis while methinks I hear a ſort of 
Lealors amongſt us, Extol and Cry 
upthe Praying by the Spirit, and - . 4. Par- 
that in oppoſition to the reading of : crcnlar, 
the Forms preſcribed by the Church, 
| muſt ſpeak a word ro rectifie their miſtakes. 
and ro prevent the miſchicfs which are thereby 
Intended. For this good purpoſe I fhall, Fir, 
amine what Praying by the Spirit 18, in the 
ſenſe of Sr. Paut. Secondiy, I iliall prove thar 
[for we moſt part, in all Extemporary fluencies 
of Prayer, though they be rhe gifrs of :he Spi- 
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81 
hip of God ; upon the decency and reaſonable-. 
nels of the Ceremonies,” Order, and manner of | 


feral marrers ſuitable ro rheſe godly Forms +: 


1/ Church ro rhe Divine Majeſty. Beſides, to 


tit, ſuch perſons as uſe them ar thar very inftanr 
K. 5 - Can- : 
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can ſcarce be ſaid to pray in the Spirir. Thirdj 
T ſhall plainly demonſtrate, thar rhe eaſieſt and 


ſureſt way to Pray #n the Spirit, is to take th 
aſſiſtance of well compoſed Forms of Prayer 


and to have them either in a Book before ol: 


Eyes, or well imprinted in our Mcmories. The 
arc in a grievous Error, that imagin thar $ 
Paul's praying in or by the Spirit, oppolerh th 
Practice of our Church of England, and fireng 
thens the irregular Deyortions of the gifted Bre 
thren, For it you plcaſe ro Examin the mea 
ing oi St, Paul, you ſhall find thar he newt 
intended any ſuch matter. In the 67h Chap.t 
the Epheſians, and 18 ver. he exhorts them t 
pray with all Prayer and Supplicarion in er 
ry Scaſon, *Ey Tyzvua7, inthe Spirit. whit 
he cannot underſtand of the Prayers proccedit 
trom the extraordinary inſpirations or abllit 
beſtowed upon us by God, the giver of cv 
gcod gift; becauſe ſach inſpirations are 
common to all, and every one hath not ſuch 
quick Fancy or voluble Tonenzs, to be ablet 
pray in this. manner ; ſo that every Perſon 
not in a capacity to fulfil rhis Command 
which, as all cther Commands of Gd, 1s pr 
FPortioned, and hatha ſpecial regard to Met 
faculties and abilities, Therefore ſecing the 
words are directed ro cvery Chriſtian, they 
Jare nor ro the giſc, bur to that which is con 
monly ſtyied rae Spirir, or rather ro rhe Duj 
of Prayer, which evcry Chriſtian may perfor 
by uſing endeavours. Sr. Panl!'s meaning thet 
fore 1s, that we ſhould in cur Prayers to G( 
not be content with the Lip Service, bur it 
wardly, heartily, and affectionarely, ro pray ! 
him, and employ all the abiliries of the Sol 
in oftering them up to God ; for in this patt 


jj! 


our 


abil 


" The divine Art of Prayer. B83 


I ar Devotions, we muſt obſerve rhe ſame me- 


| i. thod, as in the orhers, and act with the ſame 
al + litics. Now St. Pal in the 5th Chap..to the 


_ Epheſtans, and the 19th ver. adviſeth them ro 
bs mihe Melody in their Hearts to the Lord. Here 


eth 


hap. 
em 


wh 


a Cor. 14. 14. for he expreſly faith, zf I pray in ar 


"Nis thar ſpiritual Service required from us, a 


$. The 


nar 4 Foul 1s concerned as well as the Body. Like- 


ſerious, real, and hearty Worthip, wherein the 


| wife our Saviour Chriſt, in an{wer to the Wo- 


ry man of Samarza, tells her, that God x a Spirit, 


mea 
net 


'] ind that they that will worſm9ip him, muſt wor- 
9p him in Spirit and in Truth. That 1s 1n op- 
| pofition ro the Corporal appearances of rhe Fews 
| a Feruſalem, an inward and ſoul Worthip, 

withour which all our moſt aflidual artendan- 


n ene : 
ces upon holy Duries, are frivolous and vain. 


1] I the ſame ſenſe, we are ro underſtand St. 
Paul's praying and ſinging with the Spirit, in I 


unknown Tongue, my Spirit prayeth. He callerh 


©:] ithis Spirir, rhar is, his Soul, which muſt be 


concerned in all our Prayers co God, either by 
compoſing them and offering rhem, or elſe by 
preſenting the Prayers already compoſed in ſuch 
a manner, With the underſtanding and affte- 
Ctions, that they may proceed from us as our 
own. 

I confeſs St. Frde's words, ver. 20. ſeems 
to tavour the contrary interpretation, when he 
adviſeth to pray *Ey ar5vuan dw, in the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt. Which words the admirers of new 
Modes and exremporary Prayers, underſtand 
of the gift of Prayer, thar we ſhould depend 
upon the Spirit of God, and expect from his 
ſecrer inſpirations, the matter and manner of 
our Prayers, without limitting our ſelves, and 
this unlimited Being, ro any certain Form. 


> -- -— 
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That we ſhould make uſe of thoſz exprefliogfyunt 
as proceed immediately from his divine. ſuge-[(hrif 
ſtions. Bur this can-never be the meaning dljeſt: 
this wiſe Apoſtle ; for though ir were true, whaſjnes 
this interprerarion ſuppoſerh, that all the faith-Jywa 
ful have the gift of Prayer, and are inſpireſy thi 
with the Holy Ghoft. Thar in that Dury khrnc 
governs their Tongues and Fancy, and furniſhes not 
them with proper expreflions, words, and mar|emp 
ter, which I confeſs may happen in extraorcine|he h1 
Ty occaſions ; yer in our ordinary Devotions, ſmpe 
expect ſuch extraordinary movings of Godsſierat 
Holy Spirit in our Souls, nor to. contribute anyſuug 
thing of our ſelyes, bur our weakneſſes andFuth 
unprzparedneſs, and wholly ro depend upa|iſtl 
the Holy Ghoſt, is. a preſumprion and indiſcre-| Sy 
110n which agrees not with God's uſual methods wir 
of acting with his Creatures, neither in. Natur it! 
nor in Grace ; for his Bicfiings and Power ap wp; 
pear commonly in our Rel:gious enceavours ſand 
and if he gives the Form and Beauty to anypra 
thing, he rakes the matter from thoſe things thatenc 
he hath already made. aft 

Bur take norice, thar St. Fude ad7iſeth us.toour 
pray, not by the Holy Ghoſt, bur in the Hoiy wh 
Ghoſt. That is, cither in that method andJ Ih 
manner, or according to thoſe Rules which the] per 
Holy Ghoſt hath given us in his holy Word; m; 
for the Greek word ty ſignifies accordirg, The| bt 
meaning therefore is, That we ſhould pray. for at 
thoſe things thar agree with rhe Revelations of |th: 
che Holy Ghcſt, that we ſtould obſerve theſe | Gt 
particulars outwardly and inwardly, as may re-|U 
commend our. Prayers. to God, and employ |Þt 
thoſe graces which th2 Holy Ghoſt harh beftow- | ip 
ed upon us, for a more zealous offering up of [di 
our Prayers to, God, A true Chriſtian may | 
wall 
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effiouſy:nt the gift of Prayer, bur no true and ſincere 
ſugge-[(hriftian cant want rhe Spirit of Prayer in 
ng offlje ſtare of regeneration, nor thoſe inward abji- 
, whaljries which are requiſite for Prayer. For this 
fait-ſuward breathing of rhe Soul rowards Heaven, 
Ipiredls, the very life of a Child of God, and a 
ty befprinciple of all Spiritual morion. Though he 
niſkess not always in the ſame diſpoſition and a fir 
| mat emper for-Prayer, becaule theſe abilities may 
dinzſhe hindred, and obſtructed by ſome powerful 
ns, tofmpediments 3 nevertheleſs the work of rege- 
Godshreration is no ſooner begun 1n us, bur we are 
e anjſuught by. the Holy Ghoſt, ro call God Abba 

andIFather. Theretore St. Paul reachcth in his E- 
upon|jiſtle to the Romans, chap. $. v. 26. That the 
fcre- Sit. helpeth our Infi: mities, for we now not 
:hods] nut we ſhould pray for as we ought, out the Spi- 
ature it it ſelf maketh interceſſion for us with groan- 
 ap-ſ ps which cannet be uttered. This 


ours and all other. paſſages rhat mention Obſerve 
any [praying in, or by -the Spirit, may Romans 
that [encaurage us to rake with us the. 10.%. 1, 


fiftance of God's Holy Spirit in 

'S.t0 [our addrefies ro him, and imploy the ablliries 
voiy | which he bath given us for that good purpoſe. 
and | They may take notice 05 our own natural im- 
the] pertections and weakneſies, and aclyife us to 
rd; | make uſe of the Spiritual helps tar. che Holy 
[ he | Ghoſt gives us ; thar we migh: pray ta Gead in 
for [a manner acceprable ro im. Hur rÞcre is none 
of | that forbids the. uſe of thoſe Forms, which 
<> | Gol's holy Spiric bath Eft:bliced in our 
re- | Church. "there is no patlige nor "ext of Scri- 
oy | pture, thac requires theero wait for a ſucun in- 
w- | ipiration fron above, that diſellows of « jus 
of | dicious and rel}g.0us preparation, or of pretcri- 
ay [bed Prayers, compoted by Nien as much en- 
'F Ko. Iighcned 
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 lighrned by the Spirir of God, as any now 
live. Why therefore may not the ufe of thek 
Prayers, be calied praying by the Spirit, if 
offer them up in that devour manner as 6G 
requires? Why ſhall I prefer rhe new Mode 
of Men, whole abilities and integrity I knox 
not perhaps, to thoſe that I am ſure are agre 
able with God's Will and Word 2 Why ſhall 
reject the old Prayers of the Holy Ghoſt, a 
be ſo imparicnr ro hear new, which I kno 
not from whence they are, til! I have take 
the pains to examine them 2 
It therefore I am an auditor, what reaf 
have I to refuſe the Prayers of the Churd 
compoled by the directions of the Spirit of Ga 
to be of a conſtant uſe in the Publick Wort 
of our great Creator, ro be ſo fond of ne 
Modes and new Prayers of Men, rhat preten 
ro a divine inſpiration, bur how truly I kno 
not 2 Goa's Holy Spirit is no favourer of tt 
pride, 'preſumprion and faucineſs of thoſe pet 
{ons that ruſh into God's Publick Worſhip wi 
out a due preparation. And if they be prep 
red both for matter and exprefiions in the pul 
lick Prayers which they pronounce, whar real 
have I ro prefer rhis Prayer compoſed by th 
private Perſon, tho* with the afiittance of Gol! 
Holy Spirit, ro the religions Prayers of th 
whole Church, allowed of by fo many wik 
learned, and Godly Divines, enlightned all 
doubtleſs with the ſame Spirir > Is thar ti 
Prayer, by, or in the Spirit ? And is not ti 
likewiſe, if I perform it in a Spiritual m: 
ner, and offer it up with my Soul and af: 
Ctions? O! how idle and frivolous ! How val 
and impertinent are thcſe prejudices againſt oil 
Ser Forms of Prayer ! 
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The divine Art of Prayer. 
now | 
of the} Secondly, Bur theſe perſons thar are ſo much 
Arit, if gmired by ignorant People for their praying by 
- as Gſte Spirit, in Prayers of any long continuance, | 
7 Modar admired for thar which they themſelves can- 
I knog/10t perform. For if they pray extempore with- 
© agre|Wr Preparation, ſome in the Congregaticn 
y ſhall (92) P<rhaps really pray to God, bur the pers 
{ ſons, thar pronounce: the Prayers, whilſt their 
T kno fancy is ſo bufily employed in fecking for mar- 
J ter and exprefiions, can never oblige rhe affe- 
Qions of the Soul rocffer their Prayers up to 
| Godin thar devour manner as is required. . This - 
Prayer therefore, in regard of rhe Speaker, is 
| bur a Speech and no Prayer, ler it be never fo 
Hoquent, and never ſo much able to ftir vp the 
Mections of the hearcrs. Our minds cannor be 
wally empioyed in rwo actions ar once ; whillt 
our apprehenfions are 4iſtracted-ro {eek tor 
words, and fit exprefiions, - they cannor be fixed 
upon thar Divine Being, unto whom we make 
our addreſſes : nor cauiz in the Soul thar humi= 
ly and thoſe aflefions, which at ſuch a rime 
are nece{lary ; they cannct mind the greatneſs 
of their Vents, the necefity of a ſpeedy fup- 
ply, and the uſefulneſs of thoſe things thar are 
petitioned for. Their Souls cannor be ar hber- 
ty to expreis the homage due to God's greatneſs, 
and an carnett affection for rhoſe Bleifings, thar 
they ſtand 1n-nced of, All their care is to move 
the Tongue and nor the Heart, whilit the one 
is buily employed, the other is unconcerned 
in the Service. 

] cannor thiak thar there are any of ſuch an 
extraordinary, and quick apprehention, as to 
be able ro furniſh their Orgor with plenty of 
matter and expreſſions, an-i ar the fame mo- 


1 Ment, to mind all thoſe things that are needful 
| 0 
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ro keep our Souls in a fir diſpoſition for Prajeſ}! 
"Tis nor poſtible ro divide this fingle Being inÞ 
ſo many parts. Such an activity ſeems ro wh 
almoſt as great a miracle, as rhar of the US$ 
quiry of Chriſt's Humane Body, and is ſubjed 
ro the like ablurditics. The Unity of the SwP! 
and the Unity of all irs Faculties, requires Þ 
ſingle Object at once. Ir may be fo quick 
to fly to another in an inſtanr, bur this changÞ 
and this motion of the apprehenſion, incapabl| 
of rwo or three Objects ar one ſingle initanP! 
plainly difcoycrs the impotiibiliry of prayinf 
well, and keeping the Soul in a worthy dilpof* 
firion, and the agections in a fir remper, i 
exrcmporary and long Prayers ; becauſe te 
mind that ihoutd rake this charge, and the carf 
to ſummon the attections ro the pertormance df 
their Duty, is buſily employed in other matter 
Now without this conjunction of the aftectionsF 
and this concernment of the Soul, no Devotiaf 
nor Prayer can be faid to be. ſpiritual, or perf 
formed with, or in the Spirir; for tho! thif 
ſhould be underſtood of the holy Spirit of God 
þ it i$ not to be imagined that he will act in wf 
: | withour our aftiſtance and cooperation, and iff 
| he did, the Devotion is his, and none 
Ours. 

For theſe and other Reaſons, ir is a matter 
of great difficulty, ro keep the unruly and} 
wandring thoughts of the mind, and the ſeve-F 
ral affections ot the Heart, with the orher parts] 
of the Soul, in a praying temper, in allez} 
11881 temporary and long Prayers. 
{ I hi | Thirdly, Therefore the eaſieſt and ſureſt way | 

1H. 5 ro pray in the Spirit, is ro rake the aſſiſtance of þ 
= | well compoſed Forms, and to have them either | 
= in a Book before us, or well imprinted in our 
w | ; Memo; 


} 
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r Pravelemories. This is a Conſequence deducible 
cine nſom what we have already faid concerning 
1s to neſſr yraying in, or by the Spirit, intended by 
he Us$.Pau and St, Fude. Bur 1f there be any ſo 
s ſubjef rongly prejudiced againſt Ser Forms, and ſo 
the Sqyſuch bewirched wirh the pretended praying in, 
quires þ' 0 the Spirir, as ro refuſe ro acquieſce to 
Juick har we have already alledged, lct him feri- 
chang, uly conſider, 
capable F'r/?, Thar there can be no praying in the 
inttanÞprit, whatever interpretation we give to the 
prayinf#lages of Holy Scriprure concerning that pur- 
; difpof whether we underſtand them concerning 
zper, inÞ Gift, or in relation ro rhe Dory and Spirit 
uſe tf Prayer, withour a real and hearry compliance 
he carÞ! be Soul with ' every expreſſion ; withour 
ance of" nward ſenſe of the things petitioned for, 
natrexÞd withour a devour i of all the 
-ctions $35 of the Soul. Now if you enquire how 
-votiaÞ5 1s produced in us? I muſt re]l you rhar it 
or per-$a0t withour our affidual endeavours, for the 
wo” ch Þind oughr ro have a continual eye upon the 
f God Pl and diſpoſition, it ought to recollect and 
in wh! back our wandring thoughts, and labour ro 
and ifÞPrels both a feeling of irs wants, and a durti- 
ne of! reverence for the Majeſty of God. This 
eng of an abſolute necefiity, in order to a zea- 
narter { oflering up of our Prayers in rhe Spirit, 1t 
y angfÞ{edful that rhe mind ſhould bear liberty for 
ſeye. P#purpoſe. Now tet any Man of Reaſon, 
- parts ouſly conſider wherhcr ir hath nor more free- 
1] ex- (9 in the nie of Ser Forms, imprinted either 
our memories, or our Bouks, than in exrem- 
Prary praying ; whether it 1s 1i0t eaſter for the 
wul in ſuch a caſe to act. irs part, and contri- 
we to the Devorions, ran in {ſuch Prayers 
here it hath ſo many offices to perform? Grant 
it 


| way 
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| Our 
£0; 


90 The divine Art of Prayer. - PF 
it poſſible, that ſome of an extraordinary qjjj.a 
liry, learning, and natural parrs ( which I cykma 
Nor imagin to be ) ſhould be able ro diſchanyſen 
the inward Dury of the Soul in Prayer, as wepited 
as the outward, in extemiporary Prayers, Conc 
ſider whether they cannor with more eaſe, praſuiic 
with the afliſtance of Ser Forms. And why ſlſſhe 
they be denyed of thoſe . helps in a buſineſs gþ r 
ſo much weighr and difficulty, wherein the hypith 
lieft and moſt devour Soul comes far ſhort wa 
thar perfection and exactneſs which God's greaſe « 
neſs requires at our hands 2 Mr 

Secondly, "That muſt needs be the eafieſt anle 
ſareſt way of praying by the Spirit, which gut 
oftered ro the weaker ſort of Chriſtians, as thyk! 
readieſt help to their Devotions ; for the dutiqs 
of Religion are always proportioned to the {ail 
der abilities of ſuch perſons. Both God a 7 
the Church are wont to condeſcend to thpi 
mean gifts, and furniſh them with ſuch ap 
ſtances as they want for the diſcharge of the pa 
fices required from them. Now'from the be 
ginning, Set Forms of Prayer have been allow 
ed in the Churches of God tro theſe perſonſ 
becauic 1: is well known, that they are not ad 
roexpreſs themſelves and their ſeveral wants" 
God as they ſhould, and in that manner as bw 
comes us morral Men. Tf therefore this may® 
ner of praying is, as it '1s generally confeſſeq® 
an helpro the weaker kind of Chriſtians, wif 
may 1r not be alſo ro the ſtronger 2 No dou 
bur ſuch a one may uſe theſe helps with moni 
advanrage : A ſtaff is good in rhe hand of a fem 
ble body, ro make ir walk-with more affurancy 
and is likewiſe as beneficial ro a ſtrong peri 
that undertakes a long journey. The ditterenqu 


is, thar rhe one cannot poſſibly walk with 
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ary o£li.and the other may march a few ſteps, and 
hT caſmay be procced on 1n his way withour it, bur 
iſchargie more eaſc and better conveniency, 1t is fit in 
as weſkredious march, thar he ſhould have rhe afſi- 


$. Confnce of a Sraft, which may ſuccour his infir- 
ſe, praſuities, and may comfort his wearied Limbs, 
by flaſſherefore it 1s nor a ſufficient cauſe ro oblige us 


ſineſs oþ reject uſeful things, ro ſay. Men may be 
the byithour them. I think it wiſdom not to caſt 
hort «way ſuch beneficial helps ro our Devorions, as 
'S greaſye Set Forms, becauſe we may be ſo fond of 
x abilities, as to think onr {elves able tro com- 
eſt anole ſome of an higher ſtrain, and more paſſio- 
hich Jae; ſome thar may grarifie our own and the 
, as thiſkoples corrupt humour, which uiually deſpiſerh 
> dutihdngs thar are common, when they have nor 
he feywell conſidered their worth. 
od a Thirdly, Conſider how apr our thoughts are 
ro thafwbe wandring, and our minds to be drawn a- 
ch aWefrom our Devorions. Therefore thar is the 
the Ofateſt and ſurcſt way of praying well, which 
the byes our minds, and 1ertles our thoughts upon. 
allow weighty buſineſs in hand. Now I dare af- 
erſongim, Thar there is nothing ſo well able ro do 


ot abs good office to us, as Forms of Prayers judi- 
antsopouſly compoſed, either imprinted in our me- 
as bares, or before us in a Book ; for in the for- 


; mayer merhod of praying, che Soul is kept from 
fefſeqjmandring to and fro; and in the latrer it 1s tyed 
, whjadlimited by the ſenſe of ſeeing ; and though 
doubſ ſuch caſes ir may rake rhe libercy ro-ftep a- 
monlide, and eſcape our of rhe other ſenſes, yer we 
a feqquuſt all acknowledge, thar a Judicious Chri- 
ranceſſtan can, by the aifiſtance of his Senſes, be 
perſaſdecer able ro limit and ſtop the wanderings of 
erentJlis mind, and the unrulineſs of his thoughts, 


irhouJ!tan when he hath little or no uſe of chem. To 
j CONns 
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conclude, Nothing bur the pride and felf-em{jy 
ceitedneſs of ſome, rhe prejudices and fooliyj] 
humours of others, have raughr *men ' to rejelifiy 
and contemn our ſet Forms of Prayer, eſtablit},r 
ed in our Church of Eng/and, which, both 
for matter and manner, are the beſt Limp 
that 'ever was uſed either in the Primitive olſen 
Modern Churches of Chrift And there is wh; 
thing that hinders Men from ufing them willlyh] 
comfort and advantage to rheir Souls, buyis 
their ſtrong diſpleaſurcs, their froward rempenlize 
and their itching Ears; a Diſeaſe which haf(h; 
infected the hearr and fountain, as well as tur, 
Senſe and Organ of hearing. fr 
Ler me therefore intreat rhee, my Chriſta 
Reader, ſeriouſly ro peruſe theſe Reaſonst he 
have mentioned, and ler nor any popular Mt 
rake,nor the pretended Inſpirations of rhe Spintylr 
diſcourage thee in the devour ute of the Prayaſyr 
of onr Church, chiefly in- the publick- Worlllſpig 
of thy God ; where Reaſon and Religion net 
quire from thee Uniformiry, and Unity Wiiim 
the reſt of thy Brethren. And in thy privaJiat 
Family I would have thee: ro uſe the ani; 
Prayers ; ſuch, I mean, as are proper fortilſnt 
place and purpoſe. wh 
I know that ſeveral Pious and Learned Mit 
have larely, and in the: former Age, furniſ 
our Nartion- with Books of this kind ; butfor 
think char their religious labours, fired for thvqhur 
times, and anſwerable to their private deligow 
will rot hinder this preſent Treatiſe from beinto1 
nſeful in its kind, for the prevention of the Miſt 
rakes lately crept in amongſt us, and the i! ur: 
chiefs thar are inrended by our Enemies | by 
home and abroad. I find them bufily ewplo' an 
in contriving our ruine, and in poiloning © 


peopy 
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wople with ſtrange Principles, by ſpreading in 
felf- Wie Country new Pamphlets, printed for thar 
d foolih gil purpoſe. I wiſh thar we were as watchful 
0 rejelff our own preſervation. The beſt means for 
thier intent, is to employ the ſame policy, and 
h, balſy furniſh our Pcople with new and freſh advi- 
Liughs, which may ſerve as Antidores againſt rhe 
Mive alenom of their Enemies and ours. Such Trea- 
' 18 whics therefore as this, I think ro be very ſealo- 
m*Wilpble for our divided times. . I am certain thar 
1s, des much wanting in the place where I lately 
empeiifired, and ro rhe people rhen commutred ro my 
h hat barge. . My firſt deſign was only to have a re- 
as Wrrd to their private wants, at the requeſt of one 
my Pariſhioners; bur when I conſidered, thar 
hriſtkv' Providence had given me a. particular in- 
St ion over the Inhabitants of a ſmall divi- 
r My Fi a remote place, 1t is my Dury to aim in 
Spittfylmy actions ar the general good, I reſolved 
Praydprecommend to the publick, tuch a Treariſe as 
Vorlh might ſerve, and be uſeful ro all Families in our 
on Reformed Church ; and in irto have a general 
y Wifim at the benefit of all Chriſtians ; tor 1 think 
privaſhar there is none in the ſtate of Grace,or with- 
fam the limits of Chriſt's Church, bur he ſhall 
or thn this ſhore Tract find Praycrs and Advices 
which may ſure with the condition and temper 

Me of his Soul. 

niſt} You therefore that deſire that Religion ſhould 
but fouriſh amongſt us, neglect nor irs chief Dury, 
' tha bur ſee that 1t be caretully obſerved in your 
118% own practice, and that of thoſe recommended 
belſtozour care. As ſoon as you: Children begin 
 Miſto ſpeak, teach them to cry Avba Father, which 
> WY art in Heaven. - Call upon them Morning and 
es # Evening, ro implore his Prorection and Afſiſt- 


off ance. Let their Tongues be uſed berimes, "Fork 
I | Ort 
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94+ . The divine Art of Prayer. "ſl 
forth the Praiſes of their Maker, and acknoybes 
ledge the Providence of God. Remember thjo 
Piery, With the Bleffings of Heaven, is thehwi 
and moſt durable portion which you can procure 
to your little ones. And the only means tf 
rain 3t, is carefully ro practiſe this and algo 
ther Duties of Religion. As they grow yer 
years of Underſtanding : Let them proceed qi! 
in learning the Prayers thar are fir for their oy 
pacities and ſuirable ro rheir Abilities. Igfr 
them know thar their chief dependence 1s upbc 
that Almighry Being who hath created fu 
World, and pur them into ir, ro ſerve and wo 
ſhip him. This daily practice of ſeeking 
God in Prayer, will keep yourh from all rhdþth 
exrravagancies and vitious aCtions, by wh 
the Galjants of our time are become a reproad 
ro Chriſtianity and Humanity ir ſelf. Thy: 
ſhalr never have the diſpleaſure to ſee thy & 
and thy Daughter either unruly in their beh 
Viour, or prophane 1n their diſcourie, cr corny 
in their Lives ; if thou wilt, when they at 
young, train them up in the conitanr and cr 
rinual obſervance of this Dury of Prayer ; iq 
there is nothing more proper, and of a greate 
force, to keep the Souls of Men from the ten 
prations of our days, and from all diforders, 4 
this Correſpondence with God in Prayer, Mi 
therefore, in this reſpec, is like a Watch © 
a Clock, rhe leaſt neglect diſturbs rhe Moti 
and ſteals him inſenfibly inzo improficiency ( 
an offence. Pray therefore, O Chriſtian Ma 
or Woman ! and pray withour ceaſing. In pro 
perity and adyerfity, ler your requeſts be mas 
known unto God. Be not filenr when God 
quires you to ſpeak. In whatſoever eftare Pio 
vidence may caft you, make uſe of thoſeF# 
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2cknoutes'that are anſwerable to your condition, _ If 

ber thdyou can offer up the Prayers of our Church 

; thebdwich any farisfaction ro your minds, uſe them 

 procyfiather than orhers. Bur 1f your prejudices be 

15 to ofþ ſtrong, and your averlion ſo invincible, that 

d allgjou cannor yer reliſh them, uſe rhe other Pray- 

Trow ters more agreeable ro your affections. Howe- 

ocecd grer neglect nor rhis moſt importanr, this moſt 

their gveighty, and moſt indiſpenfible Duty, bur per- 

5, [form it with all the Care and Devotion that 

> 18 unGod's grearneſs, and rhy mean condition re- 

ared tquire from rhee. 

nd wo | 

king 4nd IT beſeech the God of all Goodneſs, to hear 

all rhdþty Requeſt s, to grant thy Petitions, to comfort and 

7 whid freſh thy Sou! and Body with Spiritual and Tem- 

eproad pra! Mercies ; and that this Treatiſe may be as 
Thaf gfful to the Publick, as it i intended by 

thy X 

ir beh: 
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A Meditation and Prayer upon the Inc 
prehenſiole Being and Preſence of God. 


= 


A | 


Adorable Majeſty ! Being of Bq6 
ings, Creator and Supporter d 

this Great World ! How wondefft 
ful muſt be the ſource of a] rhetpu 
viſible Wonders! How glorious the chief Lonit 
of {o large an Empire, and of fo many differngſuc 
| ſorts of Creatures, rhar fill all the Element 
| and every Corner ! We are ſenſible of thinein]k 
| finite Preſence, yer we can conceive no ſhap6 
nor being like thy Divine Majeſty. The Picture un 
of all thy Perfe&tions are ſcattered and re|th 
| preſenred in every thing that is made, and thu 
haſt left an impreſſion of thy Wiſdom and Pow{tt 


er in every part of this large World ; yer nor 
(al 
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an repreſent rhee, O great God, as thou art, 
We fee, tecl, and are perfectly ſenfible of thy 
Jivine Footſteps left upon every Creature ; yet 
wr weak apprehentions cannor entertain any 

tea thar may anſwer thy Greatneſs. O Spirit 
Spirits, how is it poſſible that ſo weak a 

JNS Creature as I am, who can underſtand nothing 
hr by che Miniſtry of theſe weak Senſes, 
tould be abie to comprehend the infinite and 
romprehenfible God, whoſe glorious Preſence 
lales the Eyes, and ſurpaſſes the Underſtand- 
ngs of rhe perfecteſt and nobleſt Creatures thar 
Yar above. O my God, fill my Soul with an 
holy dread of thy Greatneſs and Power. Suf- 
fr me not to reccive any baſe impreſſion or 
7 | Ng8ly Imagination of thy Divine Being ; and as 
bn art incomprehenſible, ler me nor preſume 

form in my mind any Image, nor to have 

tefore mince Eyes any Picture, with a deſign ro 
Incoepreſent thee. Ler thine Univerſal Preſence 
>] always preſent with me, bur in ſuch a man= 
ter, as I :nay nor be guilry of Spiritual Idola- 

ty, or of harbouring any mean thought of thy 

of Bblory. O merciful God, rhou requireſt theſe 
rrer d|&rvices from us, poor Creatures, and haſt 
yonderpromiſed rhine affiſtance to us in time'of need ; 
1 heſpur therefore my Soul into an Holy Temper, 
f Lonit for thine acceprance, and ler thele Ejacula- 
ferintons and Emifhons of my Heart and Mind, 
emenfroceed from an Humility and Fear of thy Pre- 
ineinfence, rhar they may not be unworthy of thy 
ſhap] Grace and Favour. Aud the nearer I approach 
Cturs| unto thy Mercy-Sear, vauchſafe ro look upon 
nd re] the necefſiries of my- Soul and Body, and grant 
d tho] me thoſe Requeſts that rhou, O my God, irr 
| Pow-[-thine infinite Wiſdom, knoweſt moſt needful 
x none] for me, for the ſake, and by the mediation of 
a... | F :*.* WF 


: 
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my Grear Saviour, whoſe interceſſion for mel; 
humbly implore. Amen. | 


| 
Gs 1,08 
A 

A Medit.ition and Prayer upon the Inmutahil 
of our Great God. anc 


) 

() Unehangeable Being, the Author of &p 
theſe changeable rhings rhat appear befaik 

our Eyes ! Thou art that immnrable God, whi 
on whom we may ſafely depend. Every thi 
thar thou haſt made directs our Eyes and Caf 
remplarions to thee, as the ſureſt foundariongn 
all our hopes and expectations ; and rhe neanyih 
the Creatures have the Honour to approachth 
$lorious Throne, the more they are fixed any 
jecured by their Rights of Creation from Jt 
Unconſtancy and Murabiliry., This wg 
World and all Sublunary things are unſetk” 
and rowling from one State ro another, tun 
bled and roffed, changed by many Accident 
{o that we cannot reſt nor ſettle our expedai 
gns upon.them. Bur rhe Heavenly Globes cat 
tinue tince their firſt make, unchangeable rhrouſ\ 
{o many Revolutions of Ages : rho' they allygac 
for the fin of Man, ſhall ſuffer an alterarion kc 
thine over-ruling Power. Bur thoſe Spirinkl 
Beings thar inhabir beyond and above our Proffi 
ſpect, are yer leſs ſubject ro mutation ; ll 
their Perfections proceed from rhine overflowing 
abundance : 'Thou only, O my Gad, art th[1 
Creator and Benefa&tor of their Immortal Naſtte 
tures, They are all ſubject ro ſome weakneſt 
and are circumſcribed and limired, bur that} 
alone art the unlimited and unchangeable Gotta 
always enjoying an happineſs neyer to be obſcaJa 
red or leflenced by rhe moſt violent endeare 6 


4 
£ 
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for meal thine Enemies. Thou arr always conti- 
wing in that glorious ſtare, rhat nothing can 
ofibly Eclip!c. Thou art immurable in thy 
ff, immutable in thy Deſigns and ReſoJuri- 
zutaliladas, immutable in rhy Promiſes and Truth, 
ad inmutable in all thy Divine PerfeCtions. 
0my God, give me grace thar I may fertle 
Ir of (on thee my Faith and Hope, and 'reſt upon 
a7 beſalſiee alone, tor all my preſent and furure ad- 
30d, Whatapes. I have no other Rock to build upon 
ry thight thy Power and Mercy ; no other Truth to 
nd Caſfuſt to, but thy revealed Word. O rhar I may 
larion&abrace ir with that immutable Reſolurion, 
e near may admir of nothing contrary to the ſame, 
oachthſat my Soul may be fixed only upon thee my 
cd anjgd God, and look with contempr upon all 


rom Aater Objects. Amen. 


s wi” 

nfl 

's Wh 4 Meditation and Prayer upon the Eter- 
cient nity of God. 

pedat 

des cax0ſ\ Ercrnal and Everlaſting God, before the 


hrolV Heavens and the Earth, before the Sun 
y alfad all the reſt of the Luminaries that are above 
rion ifad a Being, rhou didſt ſubſiſt of thy ſelf in a 
piriill enjoyment of an unchangeable Felicity. 
ur Proffrom all Erernity to all Ererniry, rhou arr rhe 
1 3 Mine glorious and incomprehenſible Being, who 
Jowinierer fails them thar ſeek thee in Spirit and in 
art thIruth, Ler the World change and alrer, and 
al Nite Generations of Creatures ſucceed one ano= 
aknekfter in their appoinred rimes, Ler all inferi- 
tr rior things -roul and paſs away. Let them 
2 Golflave their beginnings, their growth, perfectt- 
obſcJors and decay ; rhou arr the ſame and Erernal 
a0 bod, who neyer had any beginning, nor never 

0 ICY LL. 4400.6 E _ 
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as 
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can have any end. Thou alone arr hat nd 
pendant Majeſty, upon whorn all other think 
lean, and from whom they expect the Suyplihre 
and Recruits to their decaying and failing Wyq 
rures. Thou art rhe firſt Source and Spring 
all Motion and Power. O my God, thould 
granted ro my Soul and Spirit an immortal 
ture to continue for ever, as thy ſelf, andl$, 
going apace to this boundleſs Eternity ; and 
1am thine Image and Creature, O that I u& 
live with thee for ever ; caft me not away ine; 
endleſs Torments, make me an eternal Mad 
ment of rhy Mercy and Goodneſs, receive! 
into thine everlaſting Reſt, for Jeſus Chriſti 
ſake. Amen. 
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A Meditation and Prayer upon God's db| nil 
| mizhty Power. ao 


(0) Dreadful Majeſty of Heaven, where-et 
I caſt my Eyes, thy Power ſhines beh 
me clearer than the Sun ar Noon day. Iniþ4. 
make of this grear Fabrick of the World, a 

in the diſpoſal and continuance of all the ler 

ral Parts, how vifibly doth thine extraordine 3 
Power appear ! rhe Heavens and all the fc. 
ments are Witneſſes and Trumperers of  y 
glorious Power, which nothing can oppoſe 
{top. The Devils thar are revolted from tiq;; 
do yet own, and arc ſubject ro thine Onq | 
potency ; they are held fait in Chains, andq ,, 
!o reſtrained by thine Almighty Hand, k 
they cannot poſſibly move without thy po 
miſſion. When .I caſt mine Eyes upon : 
Seas, and conſider the vaſtneſs and fury of 
Waves : When I look up ro Heaven, andi 


- 
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hat infſſe many glorious and large Globes of Light, 

er tanghme ſerrled and fixed, others rowling in their 

' OUpplifreral Spheres, O my God, how wonderful- 

ling doth thy Power appear to me in all theſe things. 

Springghrd as thou art the only Original of all Virtue 

thou kind Power, I have reaſon ro conclude, thar all 

ortal NCreatures rogerher cannor ſtop thine hand, and 
and [Shx there is nothing impoſſible with thee ; as 
3 and&ou haſt been able ro Crearte all things, thou 
a | whe able ro govern and rule their unrulineſs and 
Way eateſt Fury, to the ſerring forth of thy Glo- 
1 Ma | 7; and wharſoever thou haſt promiſed thou 
-eve Fyile ſurely perform, and art fully able ro ac- 
-aritÞanpliſh. O Almighty Creator, give me a 
ral ſenſe of thy Power, that I may ftand in 
Fe of it, thar I may truſt upon it in time of 
red, thar I may believe in thy Word and Pro- 
5 d[ niſes, rhar my Soul may reſtand rely upon thee 
alone, and never doubt of thy Protection, and 
of thy Power to fave me, Amen. 
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In $4 Meditation and Prayer upon the Wiſdom of 
d, a God, and his infinite Knowledye. 
eg Infinite Being, thy Wiſdom is anſwerable 


1 Fo . £0 thine Almighry Power, and hath the 
of] fame Creatures ro manifeſt and fer it forth. 
fed Vherever I ſee the one, I muft needs rake no- 
+,.tice of rhe other that is obvious ro every Eye, 
On] tbe di:pofition of all rhings thar are 
ind mace in their Faſhion, and Compoſition ; in 
| their Inclinations and Tendencies ; in the de- 
T gn and purpole of their Creation; in their 
n oþ Purual Corretpondencies and Governinent, and 
eo mie Laws and Rules thar they obſerve. Is 
44 were any of ſo dull an apprehenſion, rhar can- 
of not perceive a more than ordinary Wiſdom in 
"3 all 
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all theſe particulars 2 Can we ſee the Sy A 


Moon and Stars, obſerve their appointed a0 ' 
annual Motions and Stations, without vyariqdett 
on, and not think upon thy Wifdom 2 O af 
mighty God, who hath ftreiched forth the Hedeli 
vens like a Curtain, and ruleſt over all. Walny' 
may I cry our with the Bleſſed David, in afKnc 
miration of all theſe ſurpriſing Wonders, gn 
Bur what 


Wiſdem haſt thou made them all. 
need have I to look at ſuch a diſtance for th 4 
Foor-ſteps and Evidences of Divine Wiſdoalt 


In my Body and Soul, and in every Membelſhob 
wherein the great World is epitomized, a4 
the Ineomprehenfible Attributes of the Uninf 

and Trinity ſhadowed our, here are wondt] © 
ful and ſurpriſing expreſſions of thy Wiſdan]: 


that I carry about me. 


Wherefore, O mf : 


God, haſt thon opened mine Eyes, and beſtaitf '. 
ed upon me an underſtanding Nature, to 6 
ferve all theſe things ; bur rhar I ſhould med 
tare and admire thy great Wiſdom that ſhins 


before me brighter than rhe Sun. 


O Erernd 


Wiſdom of Heaven, as I am thine Image, grat 
me a ſhare of this Wiſdom ; imprint in my Soul 
ſuch Habits of Wiſdom and Knowledge, tha 
I may fear and admire thy Divine Majeſty, and 
the rather, becaufe thine all-ſeeing Eye is ere 
ry where,to take notice of my behaviour and 
ations. There is no darkneſs nor ſhadow 0 
.'Death, where Iniquity may hide or rerrear fron 
thy Knowledge, All things are naked and opt 
before thee ; thou haft a perfect infighr into al 
the Inclinations of my Heart and Soul, and 
fore-ſeeft whar ſhall happen in this great World 


with the ſeveral Cauſes. 


O wonderful Know 


ledge, thar comprehends rhe Sparrows in it 


Marker, and the Lillies of the Field, and tit 


meat 


3 ES 


The divine Art of Prayer. IO3 
he Solgeaneſt Beings,thart owe all to thee a ſubſiſtence, 
ted v0 wonderful Wiſdom and Knowledge, thar 
varizxlenends it ſelf over all the parts of this great 

O Mhbrick, and nothing is exempred from the be- 
he Herefits that are procured thereby. Give me, O 
. Walny God, ſuch an underftanding of this infmite 

in knowledge, and of thine All-ſeeing Eye, thar 
ers, {may ftand in awe of thy Divine Preſence ; 
It what] may fear ro diſpleaſe thee ; rhar my Soul 
for thlnay be always in ſuch a diſpoſition, as b2cames 
/iſdoaf3-Crearure and a Servant of ſo Holy, ſo 
embeſowerful, and ſuch an All-ſceing Majeſty. 
J, 'n fnen.- 


"11don | A 6 
odd Mediation and Prayer 
UPON THE 


=Goodneſs of God 


y, and Manifeſted in 


'2 Nature and Providence. 


ope! Univerſal Goodneſs, that opens thy 
0 al Hand to all things thar have a Being, 

and furniſhdſt fo many ſorts of Crea- 
orld, | res out of thine overflowing abundance, wirh 
0w-| © much ſweetneſs and variety of Pleaſures ! 
the} How full muſt be the Stores, out of which fo 
the} many Millions are continually ſupplied ! From 
neſt F 4 what 


"RS oo 
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what overflowing Ocean of Delight and |g 


proceed ſo many Streams that yield a ſuffice 
Cy to all, and yer there 1s an over-plus left f(f 


more? O wordeatul Gcodnefs, thar know x 


4 


Fa 


[ 


how ro furniſh every Creature with that whig "0 


is moſt ſuitable ro its Appetite and Nature, anl 


giveſt a contentmenr to the ſeveral] ſpecies, a; 
<q Vl zn6 
Through how many dittering channels does thi, 


incxheuſtible Goodneſs convey to us the nec tr 


cording to their Capacities and Temper 


C 


; 


faries and convenicncies of Life. Man, of al j 
fublunzry ſubfifiencics, ſeems to be the chidſy 


Favourite of the Divine Goodneſs ; other rhirg 
and Creaturcs have their ſhort allowances, u 
compariſon of Man. Ir is upon him thar tha 


coſt heap the Riches and Sarisfactions of thel ; 


Earth. Ir is to him thou haſt granted rhy mc 
fignal Favours. Ir 1s in his Boſom that tha 


. 


1 


a 
o 
N 


doft empry all varieties of ſweetneſs and Earth], 
iy Comforts, withour any regard to his deſerv-I,, 


ings. O Imparrial and diſintereſted Goodneſs 
thar expects no returns, bur ſuch as may give 
thee the Glory, and us the Benefir, and may be 


a-means to ſanctifie and increaſe our Bleflings i 


How ready ſhould we be ro comply wi th this 
inexpreſſible Goodneſs, and anſwer the ExpreF 
fions of thy Favours, with ſuch eafie, cheap, 
and profitable returns? Should we be backward 
to acknowledge that which every moment we 
may be ſenſible of, and when the bare acknow- 
tedgment will produce unto us freſh Recruits 
and greater tokens of Love from thine unwes 
ried Bounty. O let me never forget thy good- 
neſs, my good God, exprefſed and experienced 
in my Creation, and thy Providence in making 
me a rational Crearure, and giving me an im 
mortal Soul, with all the Endowients and 
Faculties 


th 
i 
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nd Jo x ulties which cauſe me to excel all other vi” | 
uficie, by Specics: in providing ſo well for me, and 
[ft fo lefending me in my Infancy, from rhe dangers 
Kronel uno which its infirmitics are expoſed ; in bring- 
t wh ine me to an age of diſcretion, and ſupplying 
We, nl my Wants with freſh: and continual Bletlings ; 
©, 4 preſerving my Body and Soul from all Evils, 
Pen nd Encmics, unto this Moment ;_ in blefling 
Oes tn my Labours, and augmenring the Proviſions - 
* nec] my ſubſiſtence. 1 ain nor able, O Celefſti- 
of Ul, Goodneſs, ro reckon up the chief Heads of 
ic cls ty continual Favours. O that I may learn to 
r ing cicare this Heavenly Goodneſs, and to expreſs 
ce, tl:in my behaviour and actions ro my fellow 
thou] (rerures. Is ir for me alone thar thou haſt 
of he men ſo many and fo grear Bleſſings ? ſhould I 
y mots impart and beſtow them upon thoſe rhart 
C Ul nt Supplies > Muſt I ingorge and ſwallow 
EartÞſj > Mut 1 keep with a tenacious hand what 
eſerv-4ou ſendeſt ro me, thar I may convey 1t fur- 
dnel$ [er with diſcretion to ſuch as are nor fo plen- 
} 8% Jifully ſtored, that they alſo may have cauſe 
ay ® Ivith me to praiſe thy Holy Name and libera- 
ings ly. Give me nor only good things, bur allo 
h thi zpood and diſtributive a mind, and as liberal 
PI [ihand ro ſend them abroad, that other my fel- 
heap, hy Servants may likewiſe feel and have a ſenſe 
ward [if thy bounty ro me and them. | 
TW] 0! Divine Goodneſs, make me to be like 
20W|ty ſelf, and bring me nearer ro thy felf, rhar 
UL, Inhat I now experience at a diſtance, I may 
WO [ind in thee, in a nearer approach unto thine E- 
00% Iernal Preſence. This tweerneſs thar I reliſh 
iced |þ thy Creatures invites me, and promiſett: 
KINg [eater and more unſpeakable delights, when I 
NM” | hall appear beſore thee my God, who art the 


aly Source and inexhauſtible Fountain of: all 
E--5 lincere 


Tog : 


ries 
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ſincere pleaſure and joy. Give me ſuch ang 
ro manage and behave my ſelf amongſt wb 
Earthly Comforts, thar I may not forfei of 
right to the Heavenly; bur thar I may lag 
in ſtore for my ſelf ſuch a good Foundatin] 
gainſt rhe time ro come, that I may lay 
&n Ercrnal Life. Amen. | 


4 — 
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— 
CCC —_—_ 


A Meditation and Prayer upon the Mercy if ( 
#n the Redemption of Man, by the Lord } 
Chrij2. 


Supernatural Goodneſs, it is in this A& 

that thou hatt diicovered to all incellig 
Beings the unfarhomi'd depths of Love, Ki 
nels, Mercy, Liberaiiry, and Compal 
Here it is that the Divine Bounty appcarsin 
preareſt Splendour. Is wy God come to? 
Tc in my decayed Eitate > Dorh his ma 
{tretch forth a hand ro terch me out of that 
byſs of Miſery, imo which 1 was with then 
of Mankind falling irrecoveratiy 2 Has it 
much love and humiliry as ro cloath hin 
wirh the rags of my morality, that I maj! 
lifted up, and one day adoried with the Cn 
of his Glory. O bletlcd cxcharge, that! 
ipeaks a mercy and love in my Saviour, | 
yond my apprehenſion ! What wonderful : 
jurprifing Methods appointed by the Dn 
Wiſdom, to bring to pals this happy end! 6 
me leave, with the Wiſe Mcn of the Ealt, 
rhe Shepherds of the Fields, my merciful) 
viour, to viſit thee in rhy Nativity, and it 
rhence to view the footiteps and proceeding 
ti:s ſtupendions Mercy, as they appear 1nd 
ry parr and paſſage of thy Life and Death, ? 
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ver, 8 The divine Art of Prayer. To7 © 
[uch anjggfour Redemprion. O Merciful God, the 
ongſt wonder of thy mercy in thine Incarnation is 
t forfeir pldearly ſeen in the greatneſs of thine abaſe- 
may lay nent, in the conformity ro ſuch an apo- 
undatiJſate, and offending Nature, in ſubmitting to 
ay lay bd.the weakneſs of -our Humanity, and ingaging 
thy ſelf in a Race full of rhe moſt grievous Suf- 
ferings, withour the ordinary conveniencies of 
—lie to ſweeren the bitterneſs of thy griefs, 
ercy of oþ nd mitigate thy forrows. How merciful didft 
- Lord 9 000 ſhew thy lclf ro ſuch as wanred thine afliſt- 
ance? Thy mcrcy gave eyes to the Blind, 
feet ro the Lame, health ro the Sick, ſound- 
this 484 nels ro the Diftemper'd, dcliverance ro the 
 intellig} Poſſeſſed, pardon to the troubled in Mind, and 
ve, Ki life ro the Dead. Never any did ſcek unto 
-ompaſ} thee for help, bur thy compaſſion did as ſoon 
pcarsinf} grant it as 1t was defired, unto them alſo whole 
ne to of tare render d them incapable of thy moſt fig- 
his meſ nal favours. Nor only thy Friends, bur thine 
of tha Enemies roo have felr and experienced the ten- 
ith thee derneſs of thy mercy. Whar tears of compa! - 
Has i} fion didſt thou ſhed at the fghr of Feruſaiem's 
1 hin Sins, and ar the conſideration of irs approach- 
I ma} ing Judgments > How full of mercy was thy 
he Cr jult indignation, ro behold the hardneſs of the 
tharl} Jews hearts, after ſo many, and ſuch apparenr 
jour, F Miracles, the Evidences of a Divine power and 
crful 4 approbation 2 How full of mercy was this dying 
1c Di Saviour,to pray for his Enemies,ar the very mo- 
1d! 64 ment of loading him with affronts and contempr ! 
Eaſt O Divine Sacrifice of Mercy ! ro live ſuch 2 
ciful} painful Life for our ſakes, was a grear exprel(- 
nd i} fon of rhy love and mercy ; bur ro dic for us, 
eding} to pay for the price of our Redemprion, and 
r ine} fufler ſuch an ignominious and grievous Death, 
ach F Was a far greater, Mercy, O my Saviour, 
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Leads thee through Death and the Grave, 
Joyful Reſurrection, Every ſtep is a ſtep 4 
Divine Mercy relating ro us ; it ſhines mg 
viſibly, in releafing our great Surety our of | 
Grave, where our Enemies had ſhur him up; 
in aftording us ſuch an affurance of rhe accon ( 
pliſhment of our Redemption, and in admit 
our Nature into the Celeſtial Manſions. Be 
{ed be this wonderful Mercy, in that ir hat 
called us to, and made us partakers of th 
Benefirs of our Redeemer's Death and Paſli 
and giveth us ſuch fair hopcs an ffurances d 
a Glorious Immortality with and by him. 
beſeech thee ler me never be unworthy of h 
much goodneſs. And ſecing thy mercy, On 
God, hath look'd upon the preateſt of Sinner, 
ſhall I doubr of, or queſtion whether 1 wi 
be extended ro me? Secing it was defignei 
for my benefir, ard this good Sav.our borem) 
Sins upon his Cro{s, ſhall I exclude my felt by 
my unbelief ? Shall I leflen that which is int 
ite and un{peakable, and that which I ogttÞn 
to magnifie by my confidence upon it 2? Prefy 
pare me for the receprion of ir, forgive ally 
pardon all'my Sins, admit me into thy favour Py 
2nd into the rumber of thine Elevt. Give ut; 
inch vifible Friderces, that I may rejuyce ly 
hy Salvarion ; confirm my faith, and {crer:gttr|\ 
en my relince upon the rendernels of thy cone ſt 
raitons ; and as thy Mercy is extraordinary [ti 
my Soul, let me ror be cruel ro my felowÞi 
Servants, but courteous, conpattionare, Kind | 
and merciiu! ro them: rhar 1 may be a real , 
a 
k 
. 


_———- 


imitaror cf rlice my grcat God and Sayiour,and 
copy our in ny «tions rhe expreſſions of tif 
woncecriul mercy wo my Soul, Amen. 
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i 4 Meditation and Prayer upon the Fuſtice and 


Holineſs of God. 


Dreadfal Majeſty ! as we gratefully ac- 

knowledge thy mercy and goodneſs ro be 
nfnire and unſpeakable ro us, poor men ; ſo 
we humbly adore thy DivineTJuſtice,and know ir 
n be moſt terrible ro ſuch unworthy Creatures 
pperfiſt ro provoke thyDiſplealure. Thy forbear- 
mce may ſuffer the wicked ro Flouriſh and 
Triumph in imp:ery ; bur certainly, as thou art 
1wiſe God, rhou haſt appointed a rime for a 
waliation, and to render unto every one ac- 
ording ro their deeds. Shall men hve ard act 


SI ndefiance of rhine Almighty Power 2 Shall 


fey violare thy Sacred Laws, and tread under 
for thy Divine Authority ? And hall nor thine 
M-feeing Eye take norice, and thine attronted 
Vajelty be ferfible of ſuch hainous Crimes. 
[appeal ro the Conſciences of the moſt obdu- 
me Wrerch, and vileſt Contemner of a Deity, 
whether rhe tears and diſquiernels of their 1n- 
ward Being, which we cal! the Soul, rhe Spi- 
n, or the Miind, do not {ufficiently witnels, 
nd rell chem there 1s a ſvuper:cur ſuftice 10 
which they arc reiponiivle for their oicnces. In 
Nature this Divine Wiſdom and Futtice ſhine 
oecher in the grear Fabrick of rhe World, in 
har excellent order of the ſeycral pieces, in 
te diſpoſition and rendenctes of the Created 
beings, in the Laws, Rules, and Orders thar 
wrong them from decay : And thine Almighty 
ower, O my God, is {een 1n the preſervation 
ad ſupporr of all theſe things, in the midſt of 
bmuch, and ſuch violent Commotions, as well 
&.ttheir Creation ; and ſhall thy Divine Ju- 
ſtice 
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ſtice be wanting in this, in ſuffering the Raiv 
nal Beings to break thy Laws, ro contemnthy 
Power, and ſpurn ar thy Majeſty, withou 
check ? ſhall they diſorder the human Worll 
and overthrow thy ſacred Conſtitutions unpy 
niſhed for ever ? Look back, O my Soul, 


former Ages, and {ce whether rhou canlt fin 


in the Records of Antiquity any forier for 
ſteps of rhis Juſtice. I ſee it appear viſit 
in the overwhelming rhe firſt World, at 
commanding the waters of the Seas,and theH; 
vens,to waſh away the fr{t Generations of Ma 
How terrible and impartial was it in drow 
ing ſo many millions of all forts of Creatur 
for the Sins of mankind 2 How hor and drex 
tul was thy Juſtice, when that delicious Par 
dile of Sod: and Gomorrma was by fire”: 
brimſtone from above, turned into a ſtink 
and noifom Lake, that yer to rhe Worlds « 
tews the Signs and Tokens of Divine Dilpl 
jure 2 How grievous was thy Juſtice in punil 
ing the Nation of the Fews, and that rebelli 
Ciry Feruyſalem, for the Crimes of its Inhi 
rants, when hundreds of thouſands were « 
ftroyed, their Glory levelled in the dult, a 
the reſt fcattered among all Narions ? But wk 
reed we fearch ſo far tor the declarations! 
thy Juſtice 2 Are not thoſe ſcourges of Wi 
Famine, and Peftilencc, rhat ſweep away til 
ſands in a moment inro their Graves, witi 
any regard of Crowns and Digniries ; ſuffice 
and viſible expreflions of thy Divine Juli 
O my God ! 1 ſec it in the puniſhment of 
ny vile wretches, in the deſtruction of W 
and Empires, in the overthrowing of To 
and Cities, in the Earzhquakes and Hurrica 
in the wonderinl Alterations and Reyolus 
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of the World. I hear it denounce Death and 
Deftruction ro wickedneſs and iniquity in thy 
Holy word : © The light of the wicked ſhall be 
'pur our, rerror ſhall make him afraid on every 
de, and ſhall drive him to his fcer; hs 
'ftrength ſhall be hunger-bitren, and deſtruCti- 
'on ſhall be ready ar his fide; his confidence 
{ſhall be roored our, and 1t ſhall bring him to 
'the King of rcrrors, his remembrance ſhall 
'periſh from the Earth, and he ſhall have no 
name in the ſtreer, Fob 15. The wicked 
'men ſhall be rurncd into Hell, and all the 
(Nations that forger Ged, P/. 9. 17. The 


q Lord prelerveth all them thar love him, bur 


all the wicked will he deſtroy. Though 
'hand joyn in hand, the wicked ſhall nor be 


a 'unpunithed, . Prov. 11.21. Hath thy Truth, 
| O my God, pronounced theſe dreadful Threart- 
M nings, and many more, and ſhall nor thy Power 


ard Juſtice execute them 2 All rhe World is at 
thy devotion, thou can'tt command tle Hea- 


| vens, the Earth, and all the Elements, to ac- 
compliſh thy Will. O Divine Juſtice, rhou art . 


acoutuming Fire, and no reſpecter of Perſons, 


t, Fithe Prince, and the Subject, the Rich, and 
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tremble ro think upon my guilr, and the num- 


the Poor ſhall be rreared all alike, and rhou art 


not ro be decerved with the paint of Hypocrifie 
and Difſimulation, nor to be cozened with rhe 
impudenr pretences of deceitful men. Thou 
leeſt, O my God, into the very heart and Soul, 
and canſt nor be impoſed upon, or deceived in 
the examination oi our actions. When there- 
tore I conſider the excellency of thy ſacred 
Laws, and the averſion that thou haſt declared 
apainit Sin, and the ſeverity of thy Juſtice, O 
Holy and Dreadful Majeſty! 1 cannor bur 


ber 
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ber of mine offences; to rhink that I muſt yl- 
pear before thy laſt Tribunal, before a Ch 41 
rious and 1mparrial Judge, when ſo many Crg 

rures thar I have abuſed, ſhall all witnek; 

gainſt me; when my Conſcience ſhall lay j 
fore me all my Crimes, and the moſt fe. ? 
Contrivances ſhall be difcloled, with all etl 
aggravations of thy mercies, forbcarance, a$®* 


goodneſſes. Whar ſhall I anſwer > How (fl -*© 
T eſcape, when the Executioner ſhall be thi oh 


ready, to drag me away into eadlels Tormen 
from whence there can be no Reprieve ? Hof: 
grievous will it be,tolyc under the heavy ſtroke! ts 
of rhy ſevere Vengeance for ever ? __ 
O my God, tharTI may be now fo ſenhbled we | 
rhy Juſtice, rhar I may never experience iÞ*® 
Make me an eternal monument of thy mercy i 
char I may never ftecl the ſeyerity of thy Wratlf . 
| 


and Juſtice. Grant me that exemption which? 
thou haſt provided, and promiſed to thy <># C1 
ſen; an intereſt in my great Saviour, in hi 
Death and Paſſion, for his ſake tpare me, anlf . 
forgive all my Crimes. Accept of his Sacrific " 
I flye from the Terrors of thy Juſtice, to thir," 
unſpeakable Mercy in Chritt, ar his Dearh, ant 
at his Reſurretion. Thou haſt proclaimeÞ*® 
Pardon to all believing Sinners, Lord I beliewf&* 
help rhou mine unbclicf 1 lay hold on thy c 
favourable Promiſes, and though I have dv 
ſerved thy wrath, provoked thine indignation, 
ſtirred up thy vengeanec ; I expect throuplf, Hh 
the merits and mediation of my merciful 'G 
viour, Who hath been a {ufficient PropitiatinÞ; ** 
for all our Sins, ro obtain forgiveneſs, and 
thine erernal Favour, wich an admittance 100þ: 


thy Celeſtial Paradiſe, Armen, 


lm 


—_— = mags." hw 


" The divine Art of Prayer. 113 


uſt x . . 
a Ch {4 Meditation ancl Prazer Hon Plenty and 


' Cres RiCes. 
nels ; 
| Heavenly Father, how great is thy good- 


5k nels to me, in beſtowing upon me theſe 
eions, and Blefings of this Lite 2 ingrant- 
go me this Plenty, and rheſe Conveniencies. 

i ſor and mine Inherirance declares whart re- 
tefid thou haft' ro me, abore all other thy Ser- 
us and Creatures. This comes not ro me by 
Jance, neicher 1s 1£ my Labour only and Indu- 
Fol that hath procured ir, bur thy Divine Ap- 
mmenr, and thy liberal hand, to thy holy 
bled be aſcribed the praiſe and the glory of all 
ce v#ethings. I hold rhem with a relation ro 
ers, my great Lord, unto whom they do re- 
Vr:i8) Dclong, and ro whom I muſt pay my Tri- 
ohio as the acknowledgment of thy Propriety. 
chp[0k upon my ſelf only as thy Steward, bound 
1 k$\anage and diſpoſe of rheſe Bleflings accord- 
.n{0thine Orders. O thar I may be true and 
-#oFatul, and not alienate to the ſervice of Sin, 
-+;ole gratifying of my Luſts, or the pleaſing 
and Devil, what appertains ro thee my God. 
bon haſt increaſed my ſtores, increaſe in me 
ee raceand wildom,that T may mannage theſe 
th ens ro thy honour and ſervice. Humblc 
4ÞSoul under ſuch a load of earthly Bleffings ; 
ion il more deſerving than {o many thouſand o- 
ugh, who are nor fo well ſupplied and fur- 
G2. fd? Whar obligations have I laid upon thee 
conf! God, to lift me up above ſo many thar I ſee 
nf me? to favour me more than thouſands 
mo arein want ? to fill me with all rheſe good 
gs when others are cmpty ? how greatly 
Ul indebred to thy Bounty 2 how ſhall I dil- 
charge 


Il 1 


men 


4 
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charge my ſelf, and make ſuirable ren 
with theſe earthly Comforts, beſtow upm Þ®" 
thy heavenly -bleifings ; fanctifie them ww 10 
thar they may not be an increaſe ro my piſſ®®! 
bur rather a means of Salvation.  Beſtowy x! 
me a contented mind, a poverty of Spiriting) ' 
midft of all this plenty, that I may enjoy inf 
moderation, and diſpoſe of it with difcret th 
Wean mine affections from the World, and 
theſe Vanities, thar they may be a preparaif®* 
for greater and more laſting Riches, which* 
haſt laid up. in thine Heavenly Sanctuary, Þ © 
them thar love and fcar thee. If theſe thi" 
are ſo {weer and pleafing to us now, conye 
ro us at ſucha diſtance off, and attended 
much labour and ſorrow, how ſweer andf 
viſhing will thar plenty, and thoſe riches" 
which thou wilt grant ar a nearer approdiſ 
when thou ſhalt wipe away all rears fron}. 
eyes, and there ſhall be no more labour nw 
and preſerve them, no fear ro loſe them,” 
trouble in the enjoyment, Whar a glorious] 
ſpect haſt thou giyen us in thy holy Word 
greater and more: exccllent Poſſethions, dif 
Inherirance far more worthy of mine acqui 
on, if I now render not my ſelf unworthy a, 
wonderful a bounty, by ill actions, or roof, 
a fondneſs of this preſent World. I am cent; 
my good God, what thy Truth hath declat. 
thy Power and Liberaliry will one day pert? 
in us, and for us ; for thou haft creared me! 
happineſs. If ] will accept of ir, rhou hai 
ſigned, provided, and purchaſed happine!s 
me. Whilſt I live in this World there is b! 
ſhadow in the midſt of all theſe good rhingst 
I embrace of true felicity. The Cares and} 
cumbrances, the Miſerics and Calamities, 
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- retweſins and the Aches, and the Fears and Appre- 
; ures enfions are continually diſquicting our minds 
m to oÞÞ the greateſt plenty of ourward enjoyments, 
Ind the temptations of Sin and the World, will 
Row wiſe ſuffer me to be truly happy. Neither can 
piritin®) Soul, an immortal and heavenly Being, 
oy irſeated for the Viſion of God, be content 
liſcreſpithour thee, O my Maker. The joy thar I 
| ang feel is in thar relation and intereſt rhart I 
epara we to and in thee, For all theſe poſſetiions, 
thick ad theſe enjoymenrs, I look upon my ſelf bur 
ja Stranger and a Pilgrim, my Country is 
tkaven, When thou ſhalt call me thither, ler 
theſe Honours and Dignities, theſe Riches, 
d this outward Splendour, theſe vain and 
keeitful Pleaſures incumber my Soul, or 
ſe it ro look back upon theſe deceirful ap- 
ces; that I may be ready to ſhake them 
and willing to depart to viſit thine Erer- 
pl Preſence 3 where my blefſed Saviour the 
em, #94 Jeſus Chriſt, will receive and welcome 
;ousa#) Soul in the Companies of immortal Spirits 
{$9 Angels, and beſtow upon me rhe heavenly 
Ind everlaſting Riches, and true Honours, 
cq Fltings char eye hath never ſeen, ear hath ne- 
hy df heard, and can never enter into the hearr of 
00 pen: Preſerve I beſeech thee, my good God, 
cer Soul and Body ro thine erernal Kingdom, 
,Freall rheſe wonders of thy Power and Boun- 


a q are carefully laid up. Amen. 
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A Meditatiom and Prayer upon the Conſiderdii _ 
and Senſe of Poverty and Want. 
My Creator and Redeemer, my God wi = 
haſt granred me a Being, and placed njr.y, 
in this ſtation of Life, deſtitute of all World, 1 
Comforts ; I adore thy Divine Wiſdom, a * 
am content to undergo all the troubles and L 
conveniencies that thou ſhalr rhink fitting to ppl. 
upon me. TI doubr nor, bur as I am thy C a... 
rure and Seryant, as my good Lord and Maſt; 
thou wilt provide for my ſubſiſtence ; and if 
allowance be bur ſmall, ir is more thang... 
ſerve at thy hands; however, it is enough, þ,; 
1 can have but a farisfied mind. Thou hi.” 
promiſed ro ſupply my wants from day rodaþj,, 
and give me meat, drink, and raiment, . wil, 
our which I cannor continue in this Life, wh; 
ſhall T doubr of the performance of this th, , 
declaration ? thy ſtores are full, and thougy;, 
rich in bounty, able and ſufficient by vari. 
means to recruit all my wants ; if the ſupplific 
come bur {paringly, and thou doſt allow mg, 
bur a ſmall pirtance ; if I receive from heel, 
Rerail, whar others have from thee by Whol, 
fale, ir is thy will and pleaſure rhat my depmhyg; 
dance might be more upon thy Goodnels ap,, 
Providence, and that I may be always lookin 
up to thee for the Conveniencies and Necely.c 
ries of Life. Thy Wiſdom, O my G0 "T. 
knoweſt whar is beſt for me, what is moſt pp, 
per to exerciſe my patience, faith, reliance uM, 
thee, and my ſubmiſſion ro thy holy and My, 
venly Will. Who knows, bur if I wero plac, 
in the midit of plenty, I thoujd abule thy *},, 


poral mercies, and imploy them to DK 
am! 
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'[Namnation 5; now TI have no ſuch debt to an- 
SRO [11 for. Thou haſt recommended unto me 
{ara mentment in this eftare, by reaching me to 
may only for my daily bread ; if ir be bur 
qurſe, it 1s ſuch as proceeds from thy Liberal 
ind, and fine enough to maintain this Earthly 
W abernacle, that muſt ſhortly become food ro 
ore Worms of the Earth. O my God, by theſe 
mM, 9. ubles of life ir is thy pleaſure ro wean mine 
nl Mections from the World, and thar I may 
> 0 Mxce my chief happineſs beyond the Grave, 


F har | may live in expectation when thou wilr 
4a me our of this painful and laborious Life, 
, 11 » mine eternal Reſt, where I ſhall be no more 
an 1 Fercifed bur inthe praiſing of thy Glorious Ma- 
ugh,p. , In the Quires of Heavenly Spirits. I 
0 1 ſatisfied, O my Heavenly Father, in thy 
1 ve and Goodneſs, which has never been 
* zanting ro me ſince I was in this World, I 
va bok upon my mean eſtate and poverty, to be 
- An argument of the reality of' thy Love and 
 Mindneſs, ſeeing a Lazarus upon a Dunghil, 
vans as dear unto thee, as the richeſt and nobleſt 
PIi thy Children; ſeeing ſo many of thy choſen 
Q Jervants, of the Worthies of former. Ages, 
ng ave in this preſent Life wandered abour in 
to | - *"_0 and Goar-skins, being Deſtitute, 
F "[Micted, Tormented ; and have ſutiered grear- 
w Wants, and more prefling Neceſſities than 
s p lam reduced ro. Bur ſhall 7 murmur ar thy 
" | wiſe and good Providence, when I am reduced 
Tothe Condition of my great Saviour, mine 
* PTEmanuel, who humbled himſelf ro the form of 
Fo a Fervant ; my God, who was contented to 
No lead a Life on Earth, withour having any place 
"A to lay his head, a man of grief, and acquain- 
"1 rd with ſorrow, deſpited and rejected of men. 
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I18 The divine Art of Prayer, 
It is an honour for me to bermade conform 
in ſome reipects, ro my Redeemer ; and a fuſed 
thar rhou wilr not give me all my good rhinglir 
in this Life, bur in another. "The more lp 
Bounty is ſparing of thy mercies to me, th 
more T expect it. will be liberal, when I fr, 
depart hence, into another eſtate. "Thy Wiſp 
dom will manage thy Liberalities to me, beſte 
caule thou 1ceſt rhat T have not yer diſcretion 
manage them my ſelf, and becauſe, perhayſþ 
I ſhould not bz able to encounter with, and nj 
ſift the ftrong remprarions unro which a great 
plenty would infallibly expole me. 7T ſubmit 
in all humility, O my gracious God, to thi 
Wiſdom of thy Providence, give me an heart an 
mind aniwerable ro this Eitare ; ſandctifie 4 
thy dilpenſations to me, that knowing that 
have no other friend bur my God, I may pu] 
my whole truſt and confidence in him; thaths 
ving nothing of worldly Wealth to intanglead 
incumber me, I may march the more ready an 
ipeedier to my Heavenly Country. Now Ik: 
that 7 have no Earthly Pleaſures and Deligwit! 
ro embrace, IT may lift up my Soul to theuc 
and embrace thy Promiſe of a better Eftart 
hereafter. Keep me from craving too eagetiſſia 
more than is thine allowance, or from murjþ 
muring ar mine hard Condition in this Life, fad 
complaining of my Sufferings. Keep me fron|s, 
ſeeking, by indirect means, ro remedy mir 
Wants, from invading other mens Rights, from|ub 
Thievery and Stealing. Ler me, as my whot|te 
dependance is upon thee, wait thy Leiſure, 0|ut 
my good God, and ftay till ic ſhall pleaſe th] 
to increaſe my Provitions; and ler my Eſtat|jtc 
be never ſo low and mean, and my Necellr|ty 


ties neycr {o preſling and urgent, let me _ Wi 
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ormabbllow-ro want and how to abound ; lerme never 
1d a flledeprived of thy favour, and heavenly mer- 
4 rhingjoe bo me never loſe rhe fight of thy gracious 
10re thiſountenance; ler me enjoy; and have well ſe- 
ne, thiared ro me an intereſt in my Chrift and Savi- 
1 I ſhalſar, and in thy Celeſtial Paradiie, whither he 
hy Wigone to provide and prepare a place for me. 
me, [yſſhere is riches enough for me, and true ho- 
retiongirs, not ſubject ro Worldly Caſualties ; 
perhanſÞ#re are pleaſures ar thy right hand, that will 
and jake me quickly forger all the Toil and La- 
Sreateuurs of this earthly Eſtate. Bring me, in thy 
-ſubnjod and due rime, our of this rroubleſome 
, to thiiſe; and receive my Spirit inco thine heavenly 
2art aſinctuary, Amen. 


tihe 4 

that JO 

HY 4 Meditation and Prayer, at the enjoyment 
aha of Proſperity. 

adyaif) Divine Wiſdom, and Almighry Creator 
w Ik and Preſerver of my Soul and Body ! I 


Yeliginfits thy Holy Name for all theſe proſperous 
o thaucceſſes, for anſwering my Prayers and Expe- 
Eftarfarions with plentiful and gracious Rerurns. 
agetlacknowledge them ro proceed from thce, my 
1 mud God, and to be expreflions of thy great 
ife, ad unwearied mercy. Nor unto us, not unto 
e frouſs, bur ro thy Holy Name be aſcribed all rhe 
dy myſmour and glory. Whar could my induſtry, 
, fromſlbour or care do, if thou didſt not accompany 
whotſtem with thy continual Blefings > Thy hand 
re, Oſtath been vidble in acting for me, in deliver- 
e thef|ag me from dangers, and giving me ſuch a 
Eſtar 45 -9n Career ro run in; thou my God arr 
ecelſs |ty Rock, my Fortreſs, and my Saviour,” unto 
kno |Wom I am indebred for all theſe Temporal 
how |, Fayours, 
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Favours. T am not worthy of the leaſt of hi the 
Mereies ; the more therefore thy Goodnehharh [ 
exprefied to me, ſo much the more Yer my Ju orldly 
be humbled before thez,thar I may nor ſoonwhteraric 
feit nor miſconſter theſe gracious proceedinglurband 
thy wiſe Providence ro me. Whar little Qythem 
pendance is there upon this Sun-ſhine ? Hiwours 
toon may the Clouds of adverſity deprivenedhiaſe tl 
all chis Comfort 2 Whar a folly is it for meyrfeir t 
preſume too much upon inconſtancy ? Theranton 
a continual Reyolution in all worldly Afﬀanyt theſ 
and nothing is ſertled upon a ſure Baſis; hlyerava 
ſeeing the greateſt Empires and Kingdoms kaffiorde: 
had a ſucceſſion of Adverfities thar have knhly 
low'd their greateſt Proſperities cloſe at te man 
heels, what reaſon have I to build upon tiflkee, m 
which 1s nor ſecured ro me, but may vanigrady z 
a nighr, or diſappear in a moment? O my ienerat 
7 acknowledge thar there 1s nothing aſſuredyreſt © 
me, bur thy Grace and Mercy, which willdſfuriſh: 
ver leave nor forlake me, either in Proſpen 

or Adverfity. Ler me not therefore be t 

fond and cenamour'd with my preſent gloraqated E 
condition ; bur, as T am bound, receiveſad con 
with thankfulneſs and humility, and acknwfkryant: 
ledge thy undeſcrved Bounty ro me. 7 millſte; th: 
be always ready ro embrace willingly the cuyy for 
ges and alterations thar thy Wiſdom ſhall ſafe Eter 
ro this flouriſhing Eſtate. Ler me nor be lufdremo! 
priſed at a bitrer Cup that thy Providence mfld, bu 
give meto drink. Ir is impoflible and contrqm, ac 
ry to our daily experience, that every till 
ſhould continue ro us ſweer and pleaſant for 

ver. As rhe moſt fragrant Roſes have ul 
Prickles and Thorns, and the moſt ſerene 4 

is ſubje& ro be darkned with Clouds, a ® 
clearſt Sun ro be covered over with an Ecli 
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tid the perfecteſt Healrh ro be interrupred 
Smith Diſtempers and Aches ; fo the greateſt 
Wworldly Succeties and Proiperities have their 
fterarions, cheir Thorns of Cares and Di- 
urbances, their Clouds and Eclipſes to dark- 
Gathem. I am therefore ſenfible thar all theſe 
Wvours are bur for a little rime, while it ſhall 
pleaſe rhee ro continue them, O let me nor 
efhrfeir them by Pride and Inſolency, or by a 
Maron abuſe of thy remporal Bleflings. Let 
aſc theſe thy Mercies corrupt my Mind, and 
Woravate Or encreaſe my Sins, or cauſe any 
ahlorder in my Behaviour ; bur rather ler this 
lnhly Proſperity make me truly ſenfible of 
hte many and great Obligarions that I owe ro 
2 my good God ; and cauſe me ro be more 
bIady and more reſolved to ſerve thee in my 
eeneration, and advance the Honour and In- 
tereſt of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Bur in this 
Wuciſhing Eftare, ler me nor forger the Tears 
d Afictions of Szon ; in this Peace and Plen- 
$7 let me be mindful of my diſtrefſed and perſe- 
mated Brethren ; thar if I am able to relieve 
Jad comfort them, others of thy Members and 
krvants may be the berter for thy Mercies to 
wite; that rheſe remporal Bleſſings may make 
wry for, and prepare me for the reception of 
Ale Eternal ; and that when ir ſhall pleaſe thee 
remove me by Death, T may nor Yo degra- 
gd, bur rather promoted in thine Erernal King- 
wn, according to thy gracious Promiles, Amen 
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A Comfortable Meditation and Prayer for ſujhnone ] 
are in Adverſity, and afflited with |{wothe! 
and Croſſes in the World, yous AS 


00, 
Eternal God, and Admirable Magi defer 
whoſe wiſe Diſpenſations and Ordeyerienc 
Providence are various; it is thy will tyny we: 
ſhould be encompaſſed abour with Evil dþult lait 
Troubles. Hat rhon appoinred ro try nyſypeater 
zience and Obedience by theſe AMidtngud in | 
Wilr thou lead me through theſe Briangud de: 
Thorns? Muſt I fufter all theſe Loſſsgops the 
- Croſſes, and drink this bitter Cup of thy; by 
- pleaſure? IT am content to do it, ſeeing it xÞolatrc 
Holy Will ; and am perſwaded, rhar all$wities 
rhings ſhall turn ro mine advantage ar laſt, ſued 
- Griefs indeed are encreaſed, and my Somjffly the 
are multiplied. Nature cannot bur compiſiealie, 
at rhe fight and ſenle of fo much Miſery; $#8d pre 
I will give a check ro my natural Aﬀeciuſpleſſed 
and will bring them ro yield ſubmiſſion ufand th 
Heavenly Wiſdom. What Noble Exanfſace ; 
have I before me of thoſe Worthies of faſvhaſte 
Ages, who have bcen as leverely uwring 1 
and tried as I am, or like ro be, andyjad tim 
theſe were thy choſen and thy deareft Chilaqi my 
and ſhall 7 mitincerprer theſe Correionshpvod, a 
thy Hand, and think them ro be figns digfievou 
Wrath 2 Shall T murmur to be handled aJlany v 
great Saviour was, and drink in rhe ſame\ from th 
of Affliction with him > He twallow'd theyftlign tl 
dregs of Bitterneſs and Grief, bur thy Me them, Þ 
and Goodneis has {weerned my Cup wilh{muſt 
infafion of fore conrentments rhar are yaJinly F 
me. Thou haſt not removed all my Dely kt me | 
thou haſt not taken from me all che 
| "i 
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Tfrpreflions of thy Bounty. If chou aflicteſt me 
ub in 0ne part of my ſelf, thou doſt comfort me in 
Iother, and thy Corrections are not fo grie- 
qous as to deprive me of all help and farisfacti- 
m O my God ! I humbly acknowledge thar 
141 deſerve a {everer treatment than T have yet ex- 
egſperienced, and find thar thy Mercy dees ſpare 

any weakneſs, and alleviate the burden thar thou 
ſt laid upon me.[rruſt that thou wilt not ſend 
mhpeater Afflictions than T7 am well able to bear ; 
aud in due time thy Wiſdom will give me eaſe 
Jud deliverance. Bur I ſee by thelc proceed- 
$8gs the Sins and Provocations that T am guilty 

78; by theſe Loſſes rhou doſt mind me of thar 
«Idolarrous Aﬀection thar I gave away to theſe 
[raities. By theſe deprivarions I perceive I 
 Bpuſed rheſe remporal Mercies ; by this Adver- 
& thou doſt render my abode in the World 
mweafic, thar T mighr long and ſeek for Heaven, 
{jd prepare my elf for thine Eternal Reſt. 
whleſſed God, grant that I may rightly under- 
nd theſe excellent Admonitions of thy Provi- 
mſence ; bur never ſuffer me to be ſo weary as 
avhaſten, or be any ways inſtrumental in pro- 
garing my departure, I will wait thy leiture 
ad time, and ſuffer thy Divine Hand to diſpoſe 
94 my Soul and Body. I reverence, O my 
God, all thine Orders, let rhem be never {o 
Spievous, and ler them rake from me never ſo 
gllany worldly Comforts; I received them firſt 
Ifom thy Liberalicy, and it is bur juſt 1 ſhould 
qielign chem to rhee again when thou requireſt 
Jitem, Naked I came into the World,and naked 

[muſt recurn back again. Whatever, O Hea- 
Frenly Father, thou doſt condemn me to lole, 

me never loſe thy Favour ; that will make 
{{ufficienr amends tor all my other Croſſes, and 
G 2 Procure 
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procure me greater advantages than the Wd 
can afford. Sandctifie, I beſeech thee, 4 
Actings of thy Providence ro me. Cank 
to make that improvement that is defy 
Wean my Heartand Aﬀections- from the 
Encreaſe and ſtrengthen thy Grace in me, 
my Soul may be tupported by Faith and] 
ence; and inthe midit of rhe greareſt C1] 
ties, enjoy a Divine Contentmenr. 0, 
God, 1 know thou canſt remove this Aﬀic 
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trom me, and bring a Remedy to my moſt 1 take 
ſible Griefs. TI am perſwaded thar in thy ay to 
time I ſhall ſee an alteration, T ſhall 9 * 

Sorrows turn'd into Joys, my Suffering # B'V 
Eaſe, my Lofles repaired, and all theſe Clſ9) 2 
of Afﬀiction vaniſh and give way to the Þ# 1 

ſhine of Proſperity. However thou art plaſ* * 
ro diſpoſe of me, I beſcech thee, caſt meſmm 


away from thine Eternal Preſence. Su 


pk ef 


me with rhy Grace and Goodneſs in the nf mY 
Lead me in the Pakred 


of all my Troubles. 
Truth and Righreouſneſs. 
and prepare it for a departure hence ; andn 


Sanctifie my 


leans, 
aintair 


ak and uh thy 


thou ſhalr looſe ir from my we 
Body, receive 1t into thine Heayenly Sandi 
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effing 
will it 1 


A Meditation and Prayer in time of Hed 
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My Merciful Creator ! who hat bf the [ 
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me with a perfect Body, and a hed 
Conſtirvtion, free from the pains and ache 
I fee other men groan under ; thy Holy 


Pats -< 


ws Ar ew 
I 


_ 


90d an 
haſt end 
neſs her 


be praiſcd for this grear Temporal Mercy,o* om: 
which 7 am enabled to raſte and reliſh a gq%m mn 


_ er {weetnels in all my Enjoyments, 


How and! eaff 
wor Pers, P 
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- gay ſhould T be, if I ſhould miſemploy this 
6 Feogeh, and this health, in finning againſt thy 
efellnine Majeſty ? 1f I ſhould caſt it away in the 
wgnice of rhe Devil, and in gratifying of my 

ifs? Whar a folly is it for me to run into 
41k Debauchery and Extravagancies of Life, 
1,1 undermine my Health, and willingly ro 
) 4 with this rich Jewel, and grear Blefſing ? 
naw ſhall I anſwer for the Loſs of this Talent, 

F\ take no care to preſerve it? and whar ſhall 
m4 0 my grear Lord, if I wiltully caſt ir 
ay? and if I abuſe the Creatures that che 
«Wt given me ro ſtrengthen ir, in ruining my 
dy, and advancing my Death, how Crimi- 
& ſhall I appear ? Thou, O my God, art my 
&f Phyſician, and the Preceprs of good Living 
,Fommended to me in thy Holy Word, the 
jt efectual Cordials to corroborate and cons 
Wn my Healrh. Thy Goodnets hath nor only 
anted It tro me, bur afforded in Nature 
fkeans, and in thy Divine Oracles Rules to 
aaintain it. Shall I be ſo indiſcreer not ro fol- 
gov thy wholſom Directions? Shall I fl'ghr rhy 
gicred Advices and Commands 2 Withour thy 
lefling this ſtrong Body will ſoon decay, and 
nll it nor be juſt for thee to withdraw it from 
n unworrhy Contemner of thy Holy Laws ? 
Stall I rather liſten ro the whiſperings, and 
ſfernicious ſuggeſtions of my vile Luſts, and 
the Devil's 'Temprarions, rhan ro thee my 
$w0d and merciful Creator, who defireſt, and 
laſt endeayoured ro encourage my real happt- 
nels here and hereafrer > Whar a madneſs, tor 
pz moment of ſinful and deceirful pleaiure ro 
mm my Health, ro ſpoil my found Body, 
and eaſt intro ir the Seeds of Diſeaſes, Diſtem- 
pers, Pains, Aches, and Death alio2 W me 
G 3 
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I continue in thy fear, and in the praQticedþy. C 
thy Commands, in the Rules of Sanctiry, Shine E 
briety and Temperance, I have the afſuragJgurte 
of thy Blefling ro accompany ard continue tighunt W 
great advantage ; bur if I run out extravagan-pmptc 
ily, and follow the evil Cuſtoms of this wick|ittha 
ed World, I ſhall infallibly mcer with Plagugſdinf 
Tormenrs, and Death, My Body is ſurrompiua 
ded by many Encmies, and I carry about neſt, 
that which naturally will undermine its ſtrengt 
and vigour ; beſides, Old Age will bring m 
at laſt ro my Grave, and caſt my Health anl].4 M 
Beauty into the Duſt. How weak is this Eant 

Iy Tabernacle, made up of Clay ! How fon 

is it deſtroyed by the meancſt Things! WhalſY M 
reaſon have I rotruſt my natural ſtrength, wha 

ſo many young and lufty Perſons are lying bene f 
fore me in their Tombs ! and have I not ofeaþad Ac 
felr Death knocking at my doors, ſending iwÞwmer 
uſual Summons before-hand, ro warn me fatſvode 
a preparation, by frequent Aches and Weaknel ſired 
ſes that have ſeized upon me. O Lord, tha ſ«no' 
haft vouchſafed me HeaJth, give me grace to ev 
preſerve ir, by avoiding all rhoſe Vices tharar|ad £ 
apt to ruin it, Let me never depend roo mud | f1 
upon it, bur upon thy Sacred Will ; ſandtife la 
all the means for my preſervation, keep me [hav 
from falling into miſchiefs and dangers : 0|{ted 
that I may employ this Body and Health in| L 
thy Service, and to thy Glory. Thou hal of Br 
admitred this Body of mine ro be a Member ot | 
the Myſtical Body of thy Son, the Lord Jeſus | mer!) 
Chriſt, and ir is now to be the Temple of the | taat. 
Holy Ghoſt. Ler me not therefore prophane | oſt 
what thou haſt Conſecrated to ſuch an excellent | &d. 
purpoſe, and defign'd for a Glorious End, to | Xe! 
be a Veſſel of Honour in thy Celeſtial Sandv 
ar}, 
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ticedln, O, my God, ler me have always before 
She Eyes my departure hence, and the final 
rrnoGfurrection of my Body, when , thou ſhalr 
ie tear unto me a Health thar ſhall never be in- 
20an-frupted, a Strength thar ſhall never decay, a 
wicklitthat ſhall continue for ever, and theſe dark 


gh 


«&dinfirm Bodies ſhall riſe Immortal, Splendid, 
romw-iritual, Vigorous, Tranſparent, Incorrupri- 
t nee, and Glorious. Amen. 


ſoa 

Vly My Merciful God and Preſerver of my 
vhaſY Being; I acknowledge this Sickneſs to 
be Jane from thy divine Appointment ; theſe Pains 


fra jad Aches have their Commiſſion from thee to 
> is]ment my weak Body, and render my preſent 
farſdide in this Life ſo uneaſie. I have juſtly de- 
ref. [kfved a ſeverer treatment from thy Juſtice. I 


—— 


knowledge my 'Txanſgreffions, and my Sins 
x ever before me ; my provocations are many 
ad preat; I have now time to look back upon 
te finful Extravagancies of my former Con- 
rerlation, Z perceive how vainly and foolithly 
[ have ſpent my days, how wickedly I have 
ted in the World, without any regard to 
by Divine and Sacred Laws. Theſe Torments 
& Body inflicted upon theſe Members, mind 
ne ſufficiently how I have employed them for- 
merly ro diſthonour thy Glorious Majeſty. TI icc 
that thou haſt raken notice of my Actions, and 
oſt puniſh me in thar very part that hath offen= 


r | &d moſt. O ungrateful Creature, that didfſt 


receive from thy God theſe entire and perfect 


Members, and from his unwearicd Liberality 
(GG 4 their 
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their 'Growrh, Support, and MaintenancegFſhou 
and wert thou ſo vile as to make them inſtr-|Thou k 
mental in ſerying the Devil, and thy baſe Luſx]ye bel 
againſt rhy God, in ſfinning againſt his Authorhain i 
ty ! Well may thy Juſtice, O my Creator, take|,yd co! 
me to rask, and caſt me into greater Tortum|qd foi 
than thelc that 7 now ſuffer. T have experies{(grdia 
ced thy Mercy and Forbearance in every me|je 5k! 
ment of my days. When TI added one Traf-{ythes 
greſſion to another, and multiplied my Crime |q the! 
without number. How many gracious Cali|ace 
and Invitations had IT from thy Goodneſs to te [jhods 
pent and amend > How mercifully haſt thou[ne to 
always treared me 2 And now this diforder «ſiren 
my Body proceeding from the irregularities of] nd tl 
my Life paſt, might draw upon me an heavier Ii: 
Burden, and more unſufferable Torment, 
were 1t nor for thy gracious forbearance, [ 
underſtand, O my God, this Language of thy 
Mercy. Thou art not willing ro caſt me into «th 
the bitrer and everlaſting Torments of that Jial, 
Lake that burns with Fire and Brimſtone | ar 
therefore theſe gentle Flames are kindled in my [ba 
Body to make me ſenfible of thy Juſtice, that | ble 
T may prevent it by a ſeaſonable Repenrance. |iy 
This Fever and theſe Aches admoniſh and ſpeak Flay 
ro me in that manner thar thou, O my Hex |vel 
venly Father, ufeſt ro ſpeak ro thy deareſt [min 
Children, in thar manner that is moſt proper for [Par 
"me, and ſuitable ro thy Grace and Wiſdow. |for 
Thou art willing ro corre, and not to de- |{on 
firoy me. Thou doſt puniſh my Bedy that | Wl 
my Soul may be ſpared, and live with thee for |& 
ever, that the Sickneſs of the one may be the |In 
Health of the other. 7 am content ro bear |H 
all theſe ſtrokes of thy Mercy, O my God; I |:& 
ſubmit with all humility to thy ſacred = 
Ou 


loft-[hou knoweſt whar Antidotes and Remedies 
Lulsſye beſt ro be applied ro my Soul and Body. 
thon-[ſkin is the help of Man withour thy Blefſing 
r, take fd concurrence. And though I ſeek for ealc 
riumfud for my recovery from theſe Pills, Potions, 
CrieJ(ordials, Recipe's, and Medicines, and from 
Y 10s te kill of the Learned, I muſt firſt look up 
rank Jpthee, my God, before I can find any benefir 
rim ]n theſe ourward means, T crave thine aſſiſt- 
Cali]nce ro influcnce and ſandtifie theſe me- 
O i&ſthods appointed in thy Providence to reſtore 
thou Ine to Health again; for I know that my Life 
Tr ff epends whaly upon thy Will and Word ; 
5s of [ad thou eanſt raiſe me again from the loweſt 
Vier Jiate, from the Gares of Death; and when 
ns, [il other $kill and means forſake me, thou arr 
I[ny God, my beſt Friend, and moſt experien- 
thy [ed Phyſician, who haſt in thy hands and pow- 
nto Jr the 1Nues of Life and Dearth, able ro relieve, 
lat Jheal, and remedy all my Wants. To thy Pow- 
ez [rand Mercy I flee in this time of my diftreſs. 
1y [have little other comfort bur in thine unſpeak- 
at [ble Goodneſs, which I beſeech thee nor to de- 
e, [1y.to thy poor afflicted Creature and Seryant. 
k Flay not upon me a greater burden than 7 can 
- [well bear; and with theſe griefs of Body ad- 
t [miniſter inward Comforts to my precious Soul, 
” [Pardon and forgive all my Sinsg reveal ro me 
| [ſome affurances of thy Favour ; . diſcover to me 
ome rokens of thy Love in theſe my bodily 
dufferings. Give me a real intereit in my Res 
deemer, who hath ſuffer d much more tor me. 
Icreaſe my Faith in his Merits and Promiles. 
However it ſhall pleaſe thee to diſpoſe of this 
Ecaying Taberracle of my P:dy, have com- 
"oe FnTitg 


ancegFFhou art my good and moſt skilful Phyfician- 


| — ron aaraga vai ap 


£ > we 
I. 


+ 6 
__ 
; 
*F 
Y 5 


is 


- 
- - 


mo The divine Art of Prayer. 


paſſion upon my poor Soul, which thou lp} 
creared after thine own image; and 
ro thy ſelf with the ineſtimable Blood of th 
dear Son. After ſo great an expreſſion of th| 
render Love for me, ler me nor be diſappoint 
in the furure expectations rhar in Reaſon an 
Juftice I ought therefore ro entertain, and hay 
of thy Divine Mercy. O my God, reſtoreme 
to my former Health, that I may yet live 
my Generation to praiſe and ſerve thee. Blek 


all rhe means uſed for my recovery ; dire& m} | 


Phyſicians in preſcribing Remedies; and gi 
power to the Phyfick to operate and do ne 
good, if thou art willing I ſhould continue ary 
longer in this rroublefom Lite. But why ſhould 
F be deſirous to abide in rhis World of miſery, 
in this painful and fintul Eſtate, ſeeing thay 
haſt given ſo clear a proſpe& of an immonil 
Life, of a far betrer and a more glorious E 
ſtare, provided for me with thee, where none 
of rthete Diitempers and Torments ſhall comets 
difturb my quier and happineſs 2 O prepare me 
for this blefſed Reft, wean my hearr and Aﬀe 
Ctions from this vain and troubleſom Woerld; 
give me an entire refignation of fry Will inl 
Defires to thy good pleaſure. If rhou defignett 
ver to continue me {ome time longer in ths 
Earthly Tabernacle, grant me a ruto!urion 0 
live w.th more gircumipection, that 7 may 
more carefui of my behaviour, a more rehgr 
ous obicrver of thy Holy JLavis, more zeaiors 
and mindful ro work our my Salvation witl 
fear and trembling. Thar I may improve the 
few mcments I have yer to live, ro prepare fot 
a long Erernity, and not wafte my precious 
time in vanity, as I have formerly done, mitt 
fate I beſcech rhee my great pains, take w 
hint 
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or a ſufficiency of Patience ro endure whar 


[ou ſhalt think convenient to lay upon me z 


thy kt me receive theſe admonitions from thee in 


ditited 


that duriful manner as becomes me thy poor 
diſeaſed Servant, that IT may never depend too 
much upon my preſent being, bur __ 
;pon, and look for my departure, that I may 
te always prepared for a remoyal out of this 
incommodious Inn, into that Houſe thar is 
not made with hands ; our of this Life check- 
ed with ſo many Sufferings, into an uniform 
and blefſed Eftare, where all theſe Sorrows 
ſhall be ſwallowed up in everlaſting Joy and 
Plealure, O my God, ler not thy Grace and 
Goodneſs forſake me, or leave me to my ſelf, 
ſufer me nor through impatience to haſten my 
Death, or ro defire it, before it be thy will ro 
nke me hence. Let me never be guilry of to 
grear a Crime, to diſpoſe of my own Life 
which thou haſt reſerved to thy ſelf alone, bur 
ſtrengthen my reſolution, and courage to bear, 
withour murmuring or complaining, with a 
quiet and conrenied Spirit what thy witdom 
ſhall judge convenient for me, and to wait 
with a Chriſtian temper tor my appointed 
time, when thou, Omy God, thalr pur anend 
tall my pains, releaſe my Soul out oi this 
crafic and poiiured Priſon, and rake this immor- 
al Being our of this decaying Fiouſe, where- 
of the Pillars and Foundations have been {o 
terribly ſhaken by my preſent Diſeaſe, t 
T have juſtly rhought it would before this 
time fall into ruin. Prepare: me for rhy tclf, 
0 my God, and when they thair call me a- 
way, reccive me into thy 1:oly ard Heaven- 
ly Sanctuary, where my c<yer-blewd dayi2ur 
+: 


& 
2” —_—_ 
. % F- 6 X we" £1 - 
boy % " os, | 
, CET \ of *.. - = 
& ; 


rhe. tine heavy hand from me, and give me eaſe, 
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firs at thy Right Hand, to intercede for. me. |, aj 
q + the 

Jr thing 


Amen. 


A Meaitation and Prayer when the Symptoms if 
Death appear. 


'O; Almighty God, and Heavenly Father, ] 

perceive it 1s thy will co remove me out 
of. this Earthly Tabernacle, ro call me from 
my preſent ſtation, our of thy Vineyard, where 
I have been employed in thy Service. Lord, 
1 confeſs my negligence and careleſsneſs, that 
I have nor been ſo diligent as in Juſtice and 
Reaſon I oughr. The Task that thou haſt gi- 
ven me to end, I have bur begun ; rhe World 
and irs Vanities have ſtolen away my Cares, 
and cmployed too much of my precious rime 


. and the pleaſurcs of Sin have bewitched my 
Soul, fothar I have been, ro my great grief, 


an unprofitable Servanc, Bur, O my: God, 
there is mercy with thee, and a ſufficiency of 
mercy, to pardon ny greateſt and moſt hainous 
Oticnces. Declare, I beleech thee, the Intr 
nireneſs of thy Mercy, in the forgiveneſs of all 
my notorious Tranſgreflions ; thou arr able to 
fave to the urrermoit, all char come unto thee 
through my Redeemer the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Haſt thou been merciful ro a "Thief upon the 
Croſs, -to a David and a Peter, tro a Mary Mag- 
dalen, and the preareſt of Sinners, and wilt thou 
deny me a ſhare in this Divine Mercy ? | 

ftrengrhen my Fainh-inthy Gracious Promiles. 
I Believe, help rthoa mine Unbelief, I eek 


not unto thce with any contdence upon any me- 


: ris or virtues in my tel or actions, bur as the 
Prod ont don, or per, Publican, with an afſu- 
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T The droine Art of Prayer. 33 
wee upon thy pure and difintereſted Love, 
od the Blood of my Saviour, . thar ſpeaks-bet- 
fr things than thar of Abe/, 'Caſt me notaway 
 fomthy-preſence now in the time of my di- 
f "ſhes, look upon my groans, my tears, and 
Werings. The pangs of death have already 
ted upon me, I am departing our of this mi- 
table World, my Soul is weary: of this loath- 
kme Tabernacle of my Body, I tee] my ſtrength 
kaying more and more, T ice the Grave is rea- 
ro receive my Carcals, and the Worms ro 
krour and fecd upon it ; let mine immortal 
Jul be precious in thy fight, waſh and cleanſe 
tin the Blood of the immaculate Lamb, flain 
adburied for my Sins, and riſen again for my 
iſtification. 
Farewel vain World, that T have roo much 
wored, and ſerved 5 thou ft nor able ro affiſt 
we with any comfort or acyice 10 my necd : 
ur my dependance 1s upon my God, ro his 
Mercy alone I ſeck for ſhelter and relief. 7 
aw perceive the emptineſs of all thoſe rhings 
tar worldly minds fo highly eſteem ; whar ad- 
tage can I receive from my former Riches, 
hom my Attendants and- Friends > The Pre- 
zments, Grandure, and Titles of Honour 
ennor benefit me in my preſent Eftare, Dearth 
$20ing ro ſtrip me naked, and deprive me of 
prefent Comforts ; I ſee the folly of my 
kt Labours, and extraordinary earneftneſs at- 
tr theſe Vanities. Had I bur any longer time 
b continue on Earth, I would flight theſe de- 
citful ſhadows ofhappineſs ; IT ſee another and 
ore laſting happineſs beyond the Grave, O 
ty God, an Eternal Happineſs in another E- 
lae, not ſubject ro any calualry or change, 
kcured ro the owners by thine Almighry Pow - 
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er ; grant me that 7 may attain unto it, tha {nd th: 


may 


and Mercy. Remove from me all diſorderh 


admitred into thy Holy aud Heaverh: 
Sanctuary, thar with the reſt of thy choſen, j1 
may be an Erernal Monument of thy Goodne' 


by gr2 
wer W 
fſe m 
owful 


affettions, compleat the good work that thoy [(ounte 
haſt begun in me, and accept of the groans an{ieet } 


prayers thar I ſhall breath out unto thee my 


Heavenly Father ar my laſt gaſp ; ſend thine 
Angels to comfort and ſecure my Soul, and re- 
ceive this precious Being into thy Cuſtody and 
Protection. Defend and preſerve me from the 


malice and temprations of all Evil Spirits, a 


this Crirical and laſt momenr. Look in mercy 
upon all my Relations thar T leave behind me, 


ſupply the want of my Preſence with the cor 
tinual favours of thy good Providence ; be thou | 


a Farther to the Fatherleſs, and a Husbandtothe 
Widows, a true Friend to ſuch as are forſaken; 
moderate their grief for my deparcure, with 
the aſſurance of a final Reſurrection. Keep 
them all in thy fear and favour, from the Cor- 
ruptions of the Age, and bring them to thine F- 
ternal Kingdom. 

O my merciful God, I am weary of thi 
wicked World, and painful Life, releaſe mein 
thy good and due time ; and though I ſee a 
mournful SpeQacle in rhe Difſolution of my 
Body into loathſom duſt, IT can ſee further, be- 
yond my Grave, to the great and joyful Morn 
irg cf che Reſurrection, when thou ſhalr awe 
ken this flezping duſt of my Body, when thou 
ſtalr fnd cur cycry Grain and Particle of this 
Earthly Tabernacle, ro joyn ir again together, 
to live with thee for ever and eyer. Cont 
E ord Jcjns, come quickly, receive me into thſ 
Sacrcd Embraces, 1 will wait thy _ 
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| IT 
{ad thine Holy Angels to convey my Soul into 
by gracious Preſence, that I may rejoyce for 
ger with thine Elect and glorifie thy Mercy. 
ſe me of my grievous pains, relieve my Sor- 
ful Soul, comfort it with a Beam of rhy 
(ountenance. Thou haſt redeemed ir, O my 
meet Jeſus, receive it as thine own purchaſe ; I 
eld it up unto thee. Turn my ſorrows into 
ms, my ſufferings and agony into pleaſures 
ad up artthy right hand. Aflift me with rhine 
mercefion, and plead for me, O my Hcavenly 
Advocate. Amen. 


— g— 


— 


1 Meditation and Prayer for ſuch as are going 
to the Publick Aſſemblies, to hear the Word 
of God. 


Erernal Wiſdom! whar a mercy 1s this, 
to inſtruct and reach us ar our Doors, to 
mble, enlighten, inſpire and ſend Meſſengers 
bnear our Dwellings, ro Girect us 1n the right 
my of Eternal Happineſs, whar a condeſcentt- 
mis this, ro ſpeak ro us in our own 1 anguage, 


xcording to our Capacities, by Men, whote 


"—Y expreſs nothing bur meekneis and 
ove? Was ir no: ſufficient, O blefied God, 
that thou ſhouldeſt open to us the large Bock of 
Nature, ro inform us of thy Will and Sacred 
laws, by ſo many Characters imprinted in e- 
ery thing that is made 2 Was it ror ſufficient 
for our Learning, ro ſhew us thy pleaſure in 2- 
ther Book of Providence, opened to us wide 
frery day of our Life 2 bunt muſt thy render 
Onpaſſion of our Natural Ignorance, unmind- 
fulneſs, and wilful corruption, reach us by ſuch 
Fain eafie and cxcelicat merhods, lo tuil of 
kindneis 
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Kindneſs and love > Muſt the repetition be bf 
frequent ? Muſt thon fo often: viſit and call yy Wt tc 
on us to ſtudy and meditate upon the -Diyine {me 
Marrers ? Certainly our Minds are roo mu'Þ 
wedded to the World, and roo much inclined Fieavi 
ro irregular actions, ſeeing thou haſt judged Þrme 
needfu] ro repear ſo often to us our Duries, and ne 
we want every weeks inſtruction ro withdraw Þe-: 
our ccntemplation from Evil and Vaniy, 
Should not our Diligence anſwer in ſome re- 
ſped thy continual Care, O Merciful Wiſdom, Þ 
and as frequently meer thee, as we are called þ%, | 
upon by theſe Publick Summons > Doubrlef Pine 
the buſineſs rhat we are ro mind is of impor- ten 
tance, ſeeing my Creator thinks neceſſary to in- Jen 
terpoſe his Divine Authority, and ro ipeak ro us Þ Ou 
himſelf, rhough by rhe rongue of a Mong P 
Man. With whar revercnce and dread ought } 
I ro approach the gracious Preſence of my God, Fat | 
who vouchſafes ro ſpeak and inſtruct me in 
ſuch a loving manner 2 His Word and Laws Fmt! 
ſhould nor in reaſon have leſs power and im 
preflion upon me, becauſe of his condelcention Þ 
ro my weakneſs and Capacity. Shall I deſpiſe | 
the mercies of my God, thar are ſo great and Þ 
wonderful, delivered ro me 1n earthen vellels? 
O Bleſſed and Heavenly Wiſdom, I am called 
away from my Temporal Aftfirs ro wait upon Fu 
thee, and hearken ro the Divine Matters that 
ſhall be propoſed, which relate ro my Erernal 
Inrereft. Their excellency requires my atten- 
rion and diligent enquiry for rhis ſupernatural Þ\ 
knowledge, which is able ro ſave my Soul. F* 
Here thou doft reveal unto me whar I am, and F% 
whar I ſhould be, and whar I ſhall be. Here F 
are diſcovered the admirable Myſteries of the 
Holy Trinity and Unity, of the Incarnation 
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> pd Redemprion. Here thou doſt unboſom thy 
Jif ro Mortal Creatures, and ſheweſt the ten- 
vine ſemeſs of thine affection ro us. Here I may 
uc $7 a proſpect of the unſpeakable riches of 
ned Feaven, and ſee the *Glories that are laid up 
ged ſirme in thine Erernal Sanctuary. Theſe are 
and Yners worthy of the Angels prying into z 
-2w Þtle-are Meditations fit for rhe Heaveniy Svi- 
ity, 3 and ſhall I neglect or deſpiſe rhem, ſhall 
de away this precious moment deſigned for 
om, Febenefir of mine immortal Soul 2 My gracious 
led $0d, cauſe me to increaſe in Grace, and in the 
le Pine knowledge of my Redemption, en- 
0r- yiten mine Underftanding with a clear ap- 
in- Febenfion. of the Heavenly Truths ; Sanctifte 
us Þ outward -preaching -of thy word, thar it 
14] Þy beceffectual, and able ro work upon my 
oh; Fil. Give me an attentive ear, and an obe- 
od, Feat heart, willing to ſubmit ro, and practiſe 
in Flatſoever thou ſhalt command. Deliver me 
m the 11] conſequences of Errors, Partiality 
l Prejudice, and make me truly thankful to 
for this great Blefling. Remove nor rhy 


iſe Þpel from us, bur ſave us from the pernicious 
nd Þs5 of the Antichriſtian Herefie. Unite us 
52 Þ in one Worſhip and Church, that we may 


ly to preſerve the Unity of the Spirit in the 
on Pnd of Peace. And being all rogether united 
Pinthe Church Militant, we may be all the 
re ready and prepared to enter in due time 
d the Church Triumphanr, into that Glori- 
k& Kingdom of Love and Peace, where our 
itication ſhall be compleared, our Know- 
foe perfected, and our Employment for ever 
be to Celebrate and Sing forth thy Praiſes 
the Chorus of Heavenly Spirits. 4men. 
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A Prayer for Souldiers before a Fight, 


Lord of Hoſts, Creator and Preſeryer of $0 

the World, look upon us in mercy aJrth 
rhis rime that we are going to hazard our Lives < 
for the Honour and Intereft of our King and: 
Kingdom, and for the Glory of thy Name 
and the Preſervation of thy true Religion xÞ 
mongſt us. We areconfident inthe Juſtice andÞ 
Equity of our Cauſe, againſt theſe diſturbenfÞ 
of the Peace and Happineſs of Mankind. Goodf 
God afliſt us with Victory and SuccelsFt ! 
ſtrengthen our Courages, give us UndauntedÞ2 
Spirits, ſtand by thine own Canſe, and ſuchaPBI 
Fight for the Preſervation of rhy Chureh andpite 
Kingdom. We truſt nor upon our ſelves, nor th 
upon our numbers and reſolutions, but upon 1 
thy Providence and Celeſtial Virtue, whiche! 
we belcech thee tro fend to us'inthe midſt of 
dar,ger. Suffer us not to betray the truſt 
poſed in us, by any weakneſs or fear ; Whp,, 
know that thine Almighty hand, and all-ſeeing 
eye diſpoſes of all things, and thar no violence 
can hurr us without thy Commiſſion. O Me 
ciful God,ler our Lives be precious in thy fight; 
preſerve our Perſons from the violence of tweRc 
ſhor, and ſharpneſs of rhe Enemies Weapons/Þe 
that we may yert live to praiſe thee, and ſerveÞupl 
thee in our Generations, in thar ſtation of Lilt\py 
unto which we are called, We truſt it is nova 
unpleafing to rhee, who vouchſafeſt ro be ne ſc 
med the God of Armies, and ſeeing the nece{-|t 
fity of the Kingdom, unto which we belong wv 
requires ir; Bleſs us therefore we pray thee, Þ0 
O merciful Saviour, in theſe our undertakings Pure 
afliſt our General and Officers with way lay 
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 SodSkill, and all of us with an undaunted 
fri, and entire dependance upon. thy will 
d diſpoſal. Whatever happens ro theſe Bo- 
er of fs of Clay, which we are willing ro Sacrifice 
cy a firthy Glory ; look in mercy upon our preci- , 
Live us Souls, pardon and forgive the former 
g andraknefſes of our Lives, accepr of the Blood 
Name Four Surery and Redeemer for us, and for 
"n 2 lake receive our immortal Beings into thy 
e andfÞour and Celeſtial Kingdom, when ever it 
rberÞull pleaſe thee ro call them our of theſe Taber- 
Goodficles of miſery and affliction. Good God, 
ccelypt refign our ſelves into thy hands, diſpolie of 
untedÞs25 it ſhall ſeem good in thy Divine Wiſdom. 
chaÞBleſfed Jeſus, , unto whom all Power is c@gn- 
1 andFpted in Heaven and in Earth, receive ut in« 
, norÞ thy Protection and Mercy, we pray thee, 
uporÞd intercede for us to thy Heavenly Farher. 
v hich iter, | 

It of 
($3 Wl 

5 WNPrayer for a Ship's Company, before an Engage- 


yi. ment at Sea. 
en 

Me [ Merciful and Great God, whoſe Power, 
ig Þ” Wiſdom, and Providence is ſo viſibly ſeen 
f cheFon this unconſtant Element, we humble our 
0nsFves before thee ar this time of danger, to 
erreuplore thine Afliſtance, Protection and Bleſ- 
Liteqwos to our neceflary Endeavours, for the Pre- 
; notfrvation of the Rights of rhe Nation unto 
nzPhich we belong. We acknowledge our ſelves 
ceſ-|Þ be miſerable Sinners, and guilty of many 
ong; Fovocations againſt thy Divine Laws ; bur it 
hee, Peiongs to thee, O Heavenly Father, ro have 
ngs;/[fercy upon rhy poor Creatures and Servants. 
p lay nor ro our charge our hainous Offences, 


f, 


bur 
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bur pardon we beſeech thee all our former Sing' 
and give us true Repentance ; that if thou ſhalt 
yer ſpare our Lives, we may amend. Let na 
our Guilt and Crimes hinder the Bleflings df 
Victory and Succeſs, which we beſeech thee to 
grant to our preſent Fleet and Arms. For tha 
purpoſe, command the Seas and the Winds to 
yield unto us all needful aſſiſtance, and let thy 
Holy Angels protect our Pertons,and our Ships 
from the tury of the Enemies ſhor, and all Cx 
ſualries. Good God, we depend nor upon our 
ſelves, our Skill or Provitions, our human 
ſtrength, but upon thy Power, upon thy Mer- 
cy, O Holy Saviour, upon thy Protection and 
Favs ; grant unto us, we beſcech thee, Safe 
ty and Victory, that we may live to admire 
thy goodneſs in our deliverance, and learn Y 
theſe inſtances of mercy to honour and praile 
thy Holy Name, when we ſhall be eſcaped out 
of ſo grear dangers. Save us, we intrear thee, 
O merciful God, fave us, our Bodies and out 
Souls, that rhey may be employed again in thy 
Servic2 ; bur ler our immortal Souls be dearmn 
thy fiphr, whenever, or however thou ſhalthe 
pleaſed ro call them. our of theſe Earthly Veſlels, 
receive them, we pray thee, into thine Her 
venly Sanctuary. This we beg, and all other 
things which thou knoweſt needfu] for Us, 
through the mediation of our Divine Saviou, 
who fits ar thy Right hand, and whoſe inter 
ceiiion we humbly implore, in the words that 
he 22th tavghr us, ſaying, Our Father, EC. 


Seaſonal 


Ser 
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Seaſonable Ejaculations, and ſhort Prayers in the 


midſt of a Fight, either by Sea or Land. 


Fd have Mercy upon us, Save and De- 
liver us. 

Good God, abate the Pride and Fury of our 
Enemies. 

Mercitul Saviour, Protcct us by thine Al- 
mighry Power. 

Lord Jeſus, ſtrengthen and defend us. 

O Blefſed Saviour, recewe our Bodies and: 
Souls into thy Favour and Mercy. 

Good God Deliver us. 

O Holy Jeſus, our Dependance is upon 


ee. 

O Lord of Hoſts, we truſt upon rhy 
—— and Protection, and not upon our 

ves. 

Save us, Good Lord, fave us, that we may 
live to praiſe rhee in our Generation. 

Have mercy upon our Souls. 

We recommend our preſent and furure Beings 
into thy Hands, O merciful Creator. 

Give us Victory we pray thee, for Chriſt 
his ſake, that we may Glorifie chee and thy 
Mercy. Amen, 


—_—  — 


w_ 


A Prayer for Mariners im a furious Tempeſt 
at Sea. 


() Almighty and Erernal God, at whoſe di- 
{poſal are all the parts of this great World, 
and theſe violent Waves upon which we are 
toſſed, Look down in mercy upon us, and 


give a check to the fury of theſe Seas, We ee 
before 
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but pardon we beſeech thee all our former Sing' 
and give us true Repentance ; thar if rhou ſhal: 
yer ſpare our Lives, we may amend. Let ng 
our Guilt and Crimes hinder the Bleflings df 
Victory and Succeſs, which we beſecch thee ty 
grant to our preſent Fleer and Arms. For that 
purpoſe, command the Seas and the Winds to 
yield unto us all needful afſiftance, and let thy 


Holy Angels protect our Perlons,and our Ships | mi 


from the tury of rhe Enemies ſhor, and all C+ 
ſualries. Good God, we depend not upon our 
ſelves, our Skill or Provitions, our human 
ſtrength, but upon thy Power, upon thy Mer- 
cy, O Holy Saviour, upon thy Protection and 
FavOtr ; grant unto us, we beſeech thee, Safe 
ry and Victory, that we may live to admire 
thy goodneſs in our deliverance, and learn o 
theſe inſtances of mercy to honour and praile 
thy Holy Name, when we ſhall be eſcaped out 
of ſo grear dangers. Save us, we intrear thee, 


O merciful God, fave us, our Bodies and ou 


Souls, that they may be employed again 1n th] 


Servic2 ; bur ler cur immorral Souls be dearin; 


thy Gphr, whenever, or however thou ſhalt be 
pleaſed ro call chem. our of theſe Earthly Veſſels, 
receive them, we pray thee, into thine Hes 
venly Sanctuary. This we beg, and all other 
things which thou knoweſt needfu] for 1s, 
through the mediation of our Divine Saviou, 
who fits at thy Right hand, and whoſe intcr- 
ceijion we humbly implore, in the words thi 
he 22th tavghr us, ſaying, Our Father, EC. 


Seaſ, onabt 


"The divine rr of Prager. | 


out] OBlefſed Saviour, recewe our Bodies and: 
nal | Souls into thy Favour and Mercy. 

ler-] Good God Deliver us. 

and] O Holy Jeſus, our Dependance is upon 
ale-| thee. 
w Q Lord of Hoſts, we truſt upon rhy 
p Goodneſs, and Protection, and not upon our 
* | ſelves. 

ol! Save us, Good Lord, fave us, that we may 
K1lve to praiſe rhee in our Generation. 

ou! Have mercy upon our Souls. 

n] We recommend our preſent and furure Beings 
"T1 ntothy Hands, O merciful Creator. 

| Give us Victory we pray thee, for Chriſt 
1s, [tis ſake, that we may Glorifie thee and thy 
&| Mercy. Amen. 


——_—  _—— 


ur . . . 
'] 4 Prayer for Mariners im a furious Tempeſt 
at Sea. 


() Almighty and Ecernal God, ar whoſe di- 
ſpoſal are all rhe parts of this grear World, 
and theſe violent Waves upon which we are 
toſſed. Look down in mercy upon Us, and 


/* | give a check to the fury of rheſe Seas, We ſee 
before 


ng ſeaſonable Ejaculations, and ſhort Prayers in the 
at | midſt of a Fight, either by Sea or Land. 

nat 

S of | Ord have Mercy upon us, Save and De- 
ela liver us. 

that] Good God, abate the Pride and Fury of our 
S t0| Enemies. 

thy] Merciful Saviour, Protc&t us by thine Al- 
ups | mighty Power. 

G-] Lord Jeſus, Rirengthen and defend us. 


we, 
= LM 
: . 
- re ad 
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14 The divine Art of Prayer. 
before us nothing bur Dearh, the Deep is oylite 
to ſwallow us up, our only help is in thy Pole 
vidence and Protedtion. Save and Preſervenl 
we humbly beſecch thee ; lay not to our chay 
our former Sins; ler nor this heavy load a 
burthen ſink us now into Eternal Deſtrucial 
bur deliver us for thy mercies ſake ; till 
rage of the Sea, ſtop theſe boiſterous Win 
and calm-this mighry Tempeſt. As thou h 
manifeſted thy great Power to us in this occaled 
on; ler us be likewiſe ſenfible of thine extrandceſ 
dinary mercy in our Deliverance. Thou ſix 
promiſed that nor a hair of our heads ſhall f 
without thy Heavenly permiflion. O ſufferto 
not ro periſh, but reſcue us we pray thee in th{{on 
our great necefiity, and let us live yer long 
ro glorifie thy Holy Name. Send us ſuch 
vourable Gales as may bring us to our definfuur 
Havens : and give us all grace to learn by tio 
and other inſtances of thy Power and Pronjef 
dence, rhar our whole dependance is upon thger 
our God, and that thou canſt quickly deprijwh 
us of Life and Being, if we offer to forget aftim 
ſelves, and thy former Mercies, if we extt{er 
vagantly abule either in word or deed thy dretyer 
ful Name, and holy Profcilfion. Spare us, gfden 
Lord, ſpare us at this time, and we vow Uttfera 
rhee all ſubmiiion and obedience, and a lithy 
cere Reformation of our Lives for the timetÞari 
come. To this purpoſe, affiſt our good retp$al 
lutions with thy heavenly Grace, rhar all thel of 
accidents and dangers may rurn ro our Eternth wit 
benefir, to the fatery and fecuriry of our lt and 
mortal Souls, and all this we beg for el W 

Chriit his ſake, our only Mediator, whole lf ha 

tercefſion we humbly unplore ; and conclude Sar 


ae} ler 


16. 


- 


1s off q ſe our imperfect Prayers with his moſt per- 
ly Paſt Form, Our Father, &c. 
even 


' Char — 


ad af 4 Thanksgiving after a Vifory by Sea or 


udial Land. 
ſtill of 
Wit\] O T unto us, O Lord, nor unto us, bur 


ou l4 Y unto thy holy Name be aſcribed, O bleſ- 
 occaſed God, the honour of this Victory and Suc- 
xtrathcels! We Praiſe thee for having ſpared our 
ou k{ives, and ſuffered us yer to enjoy the light of 
all fe Living. We acknowledge thy Power and 
ufferrovidence in this great preſervation of our Per- 
e 1ntiþſons from the fury of our Enemies, whom we 
longge lying before our eyes breathleſs and fence- 
ſuch kfkfs ; whereas rhou haft been gracious to us, 
defificur good God, and ſhelrer'd us in the midit of 
x! Whoſe dangers that have ſwallowed up ſo many 

rofef our fellow Creatures. O ler us never for- 
0n tger this grear deliverance, bur ler theſe Bodies 
depmſwhich rhou haft made and preſerved at this 
ger time, be employed for the rime ro come in thy 
 exttſervice, and for thine honour. Ler theſe Mem- 
 dretbers which have been ſecured by thy Provi- 
S, $0Fdence from wounds and maiming, be conſe- 
w Wfcrared ro Holineſs and Pizty, and ro advance 
| a Withy Goſpel and Religion. O ler us all make 
1MeMaright improvement of this grear Mercy and 


d relySalvation ! Let ir nor become an aggravation 


| riefof our Crimes and Ungraticude. Give us, 
Eel wich all thy Mercics, thankful hearts, humble 
ur IM and dvriful Souls, that in the midft of all this 
* Jl Worldly, Prof pericy and Succeſſes, we may be- 
ole Mi have onr felves as b2comes true Chriſtians. 
ncli Sandtifie rher2fore this grear Blefſing to us all ; 
welt br us nor demean our jelves roo inſolently over 
? Our 


" The divine Art of Prayer. 143 


-— Tas Init AI At, _ Et EE Ov i715 Ae ARE. G19 0% = -« 9 OOF; een ABU ga PE TIO — or 9 


144 - The divine Art of Prayer. 


_—w— 
__ — _— FOXES _ 
0. _ i! - —— 
nt ; —_ - b_-— . pop———_— h —_ _ SC 
. _ ht 9 m—_ = —— 
- —_— TO Pn = eat ee = 
__ an, =. « _— - 
ts. . s 
. 


a 


our fellow Creatures, but treat them with 
paſſion, as thy Subjects and Servants as wel 
we. O© ler this Deliverance and Safery 
recorded in our hearts and minds, that we 
ever glorifie thee our God for it, and & 
thee to a continuance of rhy favours, to gr 
ro us and our Endeavours ſuch Succek: 
Proſperity, that we may be a ſafeguard ant, 
curiry to our King and Kingdom, to prelnf 

them from rhe violent Artemprs of all od. © 
Enemies and ours, till it ſhall pleaſe thee E 
of thine infinite Goodneſs, to pur a ſtop to © 
raging War, and grant us a laſting and hon; 
rable Peace. Thefe, and all other Mad, 
which thou knoweſt needful for us, ourKig: 
and Kingdom, we humbly beg, through & 

Mediarion of the Lord Jelus Chriſt our q 

Saviour, to whom with the Farther and Hl 
Spirir, Three Perſons and One God, be al 
bed from this time torch, and for evermore 4, 
Honour, Glory, Dominion, and Praiſe, Anal, 


WV we. Oo 


LD ——— 


A Prayer for the Preſervation of the Kinilhul 


Perſon. 


Gracious God, King of Kings; and $ 
pream Monarch of this inferiour Wolf 
we humbly beſeech rhee ro take into rhy men 
ful Prorection the Sacred Perſon of our 
Save him from the Power and Deſigns of $ hy 
his Enemies, preſerve Him in the midſt oft 
greareſt Dangers, thar He may always pi" 
an happy Inſtrument ro promote thy Gl 
and true Religion amongſt us. For that pl 
oſe, affiſt his Fleers ant{ Armies, bleſs us 
Fight for Him, and the Publick ” ; 


S 


The divine Art of Prayer. 
1 all His Endcavours with Victory and 


nhen here, and with everlaſting felicity here- 
kr r; and all we beg for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. 
Ls 2 

we 18 - | b 


— 


__— ———— - — _- 


A Prayer for the Church Milztane. 


Nod God, look down from Heaven u 
all thy Servants, diſperied allover the 
ns of Antichriſt, and elſewhere : deliver 
& from their grievous Oppreſſions, giye 2 
To & to the unmerciful Enemy, preſerve them 
mr Sin and Apoſtacy, affiſt rhem with the 
Tons of rhy Holy Spirit, Sandtifie all rheir 
tions and Croſſes to them, and in thy due 
Treſcue them our*of the Cruelries and Bar- 
vs uſage of rheir implacable Enemies. For 
Eintent, bleſs all thoſe Worrhies thar deſign 
id; them good, and open the cyes of all men 
nderſtand, and give them Grace to profeſs 
'J true Religion ; call rhe Fews, Turks, and 
zrinco thy Sacred Fold, compleat che num- 
| befthine Ele, and bring us all to that E- 
Kijhhl Kingdom, which thou haſt provided 
Jpromiled to thy choſen People. Amen. 


prele 
all l 
rhee ( 


_—————-- —_—  — — 


and \ 
; Wo | 
y men 
ur king 
6 Uive Piry and Compaſſion upon me, O Mer- 
& of $f £41 God! 1 ſubmit ro thy Will ; if my 
"Clo ly be deſtroyed, ſave mine immortal Soul. 
ha i on all my Sins for Chriſt his ſake : Receive 
nat P'Fino thy favour, ſupport my Spirir undet 
. oor! by rorments, Give me an aſſarance in thy 
_—_ | Love. 


Cromh 


| — a c-—_—_—_— 


Shore Prayer for ſuch as are deſperately 
| Founded. 


145 
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146 The divine Art of Prayer, 
Love, by a reliance upon rhy gracious Pray 
ſes ; and deliver me our of this World of $,, 
row and Suffering, and admir my Soul ith, 
Kingdom of Peace. Lord Jeſus receive 
Spirit, Amen. 


— — 


ol 


A Meditation and Prayer for a Woman 
Child. Þr 


ED Ly 
Oo Erernal and Infinite Being ! the Creaſy, 

Protector and Governor of Mankkn 
who haſt appointed the ſeveral Generatiay 
their Order, and of thy Wiſdom haſt tho 
fir to bring us into the World in this mandhc 
We adore thy Power, and the ſecrer acting 
thine Almighty hand rthar is no leſs wonde 
becauſe of rhe Narural Inſtruments emply | 
in our Generation. Tis this Divine hand! 
moulds and faſhions all our Members. ' 
this Omniporent hand thar makes our Bode 
well as our Souls. Thine All-feeing He } 
holds our imperfect Subitance, and offi: 
every. part of our Bodies in this admirablenyt 
ner. O merciful Being of Beings ! LookGhth 
Compatlion upon me, and this Infant Ia 
unio Which thou halt already given LikfyP, 
Motion. Save and preicrve bath rhe MfNg 
and the Child from all Caſualties and Dame 
Perfect the Work rhar rhou haſt begun. Whyd, 
ver ie in thy good tic, from the Paw} hy 
Perils unco which TI 1in condemn'd. As thollfim | 
been gracions 10 im 11: Conceprion, and braffly 
the tru of n:y Wowb © this Marurity, te 
ſake me n9: 12 my greateſt Danger, bur kk 
Life, and the Lite of this little Creature, ran 
is thine, be precious in thy ſigh: O'ith 

| 


' 


- 
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WW live to praiſe and plorifie thy Mercy and 
Id of nidence, For Sin thou haſt increas'd our 
ul inofrows, and added ro our Grief; bur comfert 
came, I beſcech thee, my Heavenly Farher, with 
Grace and Goodneſs, Give me Parience, 
imiliry and Submiſſion to reſign my ſelt whol- 
no thy Hands. Make me a joytul Mother, 
2an fd this Babe that rhou haſt already form'd, 
$d God, preſerve it, and bring ir ſafe into 
&Vorld, Make it rhy Servant, that it may 
e Creeto glorifie thy Mercy, and may be an In- 
Mankument to do good in its Generarion. O my 
ratind hear me, and grant me this Requeſt, for 
[t chaſts Chriſt his ſake, my only Mediator and 


| Manocate, Anen. 
acting 


vondel 
=P 4 Thanksgiving and Prayer after a ſafe 


Deliverance. 


ers. | 
vourmHy Holy Name be praiſed, O Divine 
# Bounty, Mercitul Creator and Protector 
Mankind, for thy continual Favours granted 
Buthy poor: Creatures ; more particularly for 
thy fignal Mercy vouchſafed ro us, and thy 
ant, in preſerving of her from the Pains 
keg Peril of Cuita-boaring, 
e MatNor unto us, not unto us, bur ro thy Holy 
| Dame we aſcribe all Honour. *Tis ro thy 
n. Wihdneſs and Protection that we owe the ſafe» 
Pas both of the Mother and the Child. *Tis 
0m thy Hand, O Heavenly Father, thar her 
Miverance proceeds. Accept therefore of our 
* Acknowledgement, L_—— and 
ur Mftition for a-continuance of thy Protection ro 
ue, Brand her lirtle Infant. Tis thy Creature, 
O'Flar it therefore thy Blefling ; fave ir for thy 
F br 2 Mercy 


ity, 


= 
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The divine Art of Prayer. © 
Mercy ſake, and omeve this render Life 
thou haſt beſtowed upon it. | | 
'Tis come into an evil and dangerous Vf 
'Tis to paſs through many Hazards and iF' 
mics. *Tis ro ſuffer many and many Pain 
Miſchiefs, during this mortal Race, unkn! 
tO the wiſeſt, Good God, ler thy Mercy, F 
Power and Grace accompany and defeaff 
Ler thy Truth lead ir into rhe right and 
Paths to a bleſſed Ercrnity. Save it fron 
Weakneſſes of irs Infancy, from the Maldff 
Saran, from the Corruprions of the Ape, F 
Caſualties of rhe World. Make ir thy Sen 
and a Comfort ro its Parents. Extend allo 
Goodneſs to them, and grant them ſuch 
ful Souls, as that they may receive this ( 
as a Preſent from thy Bounty, and rake( 
not only of 11s Temporal Proviſions and (F 
cerns, bur alſo of irs Erernal Intereſt ; 
may one day live to glorifie rhee, our great ' 
ator, in the Celeſtial Manſions. Theieau 
queſts we humbly offer, in the Name and x 
diation of our moſt Blefſed Lord and San 
who hath thus raughr us ro pray : Or l F 
which art in heaven, &Cc. . 


— 


A Meditation and Prayer for ſuch as are " Op 
into the Affairs of the World. thn 


O Glorious and All-ſecing Eye ! O Ang” 
ry and Erernal Being, who dot ardah,- 
ſeveral Conditions of Men, and appointtolf. - 
by the hand of Providence, thar ſtated ks 
and Employment by which they are 10x 
ful in teir Generation, and glorifie tn c 


. Earth ; 1 humbly implore thy Favor and ,* 
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er Lie 10ow thar I am engaging my ſelf into this, 
ron $99 Wilcom has thought fir ro preſcribe for 
i; ang act in. O my God, without thine Af- 
ny Paing ce I cannor pofſibly expect any ſuccels, or 
e nf foſper in mine Undercakings ; for I am 
1... Wi into what a wicked and corrupt World 

2p launching, unto whar Storms and Hazaris 
likely ro be expoſed ; I am likewiſe ſcn- 
Je of che frailry of my Nature, of my Weak- 
ſs, and my Wanr of Wiſdom and Experi- 

&: : Wirhout thy Grace, Protection and Fa- 
2 ir 1 dare nor proceed any further amongſt ſo 
nf Sy Enemies and Dangers. Only thy Good- 
ſuch $$ Power and Providence can ſecure me from 
this (PMiſchiefs of the Age, and the Malice of e- 
1 raþ Hen. O my Creator and Redeemer ! for- 
- and ($721 not in my greateſt need, but ler thy 
A . jJding countenance and accompany all my 
oreat teavours. As thou haſt call'd me to this ſtate 
cle arſe, grant thar I may proceed on with ſuc- 
6 and Beep me from the Temprarions of this 
4 Saricked World, Ler thy Grace and Truth di- 
0:7 a4 mie in all my Paths and Actions. Giveme 
" Fidom, Diſcretion and Prudence to behave 
j ſelf like a Chriſtian, with Humility Pari- 
ce, Courage, Diligence, Care and Submil- 
pn to thy Holy Will, in Proſperity and Ad- 

"me rity, Ler my Soul be always prepared and 
Imtied againſt the Temprartons of both. I aina 

) Ala at extraordinary Riches, bur ro a Compe- 
Facy in this Life, which I now earneſtly beg 
tom thy bountiful Hand ; and I muſt expect 
off rather from thy Mercy, than from my La- 
ours and Induftry ; for thar purpoſe that I may 


- of 


[0 


ſſeace be always in my mind, that I may dread 
H 2 ro 


mforfeir ir, let thy ſacred Laws be the Rules - 
and q& my Life aud Actions; ler rhine infinite Pre-_ 
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to offend thee. Lerme always deal with\lalyy 
as in the fighr of my Judge ; and that thine x: 
partial Juſtice may approve of the. Equity, Ii ; 
regrity, Uprighrneſs and Exactnels of my at 
ings. Iam always naked and open beforet 
'not only my outward Bchaviour, but my ve : 
Thoughts are known ro thee my God : Oh 4 
carcful ſhould I be ro avoid all acts of Injuſtin, 
Opprefſion, Cozenage and Wrong to -mþ\ 1 
Neighbours : Give me therefore Grace, tht | 
may live juſtly, ſcberly and righteouſly int 
preſcnr World ; thar I may nor mind fo muſhy; 
the heaping up of Riches and Wealth, - as 
prepare for another State, This Life is to bh 
\ucceeded by a boundleſs Erernity : Ler my 
continually have in mind this Iaſt Change, wi 
I am to render up my Accounts to thee, mplls 
great Judge. O ler me always be in a read, 
dineſs ro deparr, when rhou ſhalr call for mf 
Wean my Heart and Afﬀections from they, 
World and the Vanities of ir ; and tho' I anuſſh 
proceed in my Imployment with: Care, Di 
gence, Induſtry and Speed, ler me nor dof 
upon any of theſe deceitful and remporary bb 
joyments; if Riches increaſe ler me nor ſetm | 
Hearr upon them, bur remember thar I have a jj 
Inheritance nneorruprible, laſting and durabk " 
Riches laid up and purchaſed for me in Heaven |y; 
Merciful Saviour, ler all my Actions tend to|y 
this final and happy End ; and thar I may bj, 
live, in reſpect ot thee my God, and in relipeQſjj 
of Men, during this ſhort ſpace of Life thats 
mains for me ro continue in this troublefome [4 
World, that ar laſt I may atrain to this Erernty |þ; 
of Bliſs. All this I humbly beg through the | 
Merits and Mediation of my Blefſed Redeenv | th 


er, whom I intrear ro intercede for me =Y i 
'$ 


"> ED 
=, 
"7 


with la , Hand of my Heavenly Father, and who 
thine in taught me thus to pray ; Our Father which 
July, his Heaven, &C. 


t my ad 

fore th £8 

0 W/ Meditation and Prayer for Priſoners for 
Injuſt ) 17s Debt. 


0 WM Merciful God and Heavenly Father, who 
e, th yak rhonghr fit ro afflict and puniſh me 
Y 10 US this Continement : 1 humbly adore thy 
'0 MF; :idence, and ſubmit with all Humiliry ro 
> % he ſtrokes of thy correcting Hand. I know 
1s 0 St this Priſon is thine Appointment, and that 

et 3 haſt ſhur me within theſe uncomfortable 
©, Witills. Thou haſt harden'd my Creditors a- 
ce, inſt me, and deprived me of my former 
 Feaferty and Freedom. Thou haſt ſeparared 
Ir Mi from the fight and company of my dear Re- 
n ons, and brought me intro rhis nneafie and 
| amt rraceſul Piace, I acknowledge thar this thy 

Fxceeding againſt me is not without Reaſon ; 
r dug Wiſdom knows how to order every thing 
Y #Þitmy advanrage, and to fuir my Condition in 
emf {der to my Ercrnal good. I am content 10 
VeaMmadro thy Pleature, and will not nmrmur a- 
a frint thy Doings. } confels that I have finned 
ar® krinſt thee, O my God ; 1 have provoked'thee 
d My this kind ' Puniſi;ment of my Perion. I fee 
y De Cauſes that have oblig'd thee ro this profira- 


Ipet [he Severity. I have now time and letſure ro: 


I link upon my paſt Life, and ro take nouce 
one bw vain, how extravagant and unadvited I 
MY [have been. Pardon, I intreat thee, O my God, 
the he Weakneſſes, the Follies and Miſcarriages 
My [that 1 have been guilty of. Sandctifie rhele 


frowns of thy Providence, that they may drive 
H 4 me 
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152 The divine Art of Prayer. © 
me to Repenrance and amendment of Life,Thy,. 
doſt defign my good, and real advantage,| C 
theſe temporary AMictiens, to correct and hy Co 
ble me, ro wean me from the World, andy. 
pare me for my Departure. Lord, grant Ws of 
I may make a right uſe of them ; for thatgaſſy, 
end, ler not my Poverty caſt me down intol,,, 
ſpair,or to doubr of thy Sufficiency and Bounfk 
I ſce rhou haſt yer ſome Goodneſs in ſtore hy, 
me, and wilr nor utterly deftroy me. I percage 
a Beam of Hope and Comfort, that appeaniiyc 
me in this dark Dungeon. I have yer the ah, 
rance from thy Holy Word of thy Love. Thy | 
art good and gracious unto all them that &{ 
upon thee; give ear therefore unto my Prayak, « 
and ponder the voice of my humble Defirgh,, 
Comforr the Soul of thy Seryant, for unto thek,, 
O Lord, do I lift up my Soul. O rememby, 
nor the ſins of /'my Youth, nor the offences 
my riper Years, but according to thy Men 
think rhou upon me, O Lord, of thy Goodndf 
and hide nor thy Face from thy Servant, forly 
am 1n trouble ; O haſt thee, and hear. me ; 
deliver me, for I am helpleſs and poor, aþy 
my Heart is wounded within me. Turn tith,, 
again, O Lord, artthe laft, and be gracious th 
thy Servant ; ſhew me the Light of thy Counteh, 
nance, and fave me for thy Mercy ſake; bringhy 
my Soul our of Priſon, that I may give thank 
unto thy name ; lay not upon me a grearer bur 
den than I can well bear. If 1 am forſaken dl 
Men, and reduc'd ro difficulties and {treights, 
do nor thou forſake me, my heavenly Father, 
bur-in thy due time ſend me a ſcaſonable reli 
and Releaſement from this uncomfortable Dwel- 
ling. Give my Adverlaries a Chrittian ſenſe df 
my Sufferings and Condition, thar ri.cy may be 
inclinable 
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Me Th rnable to Pity and Mercy, and mea Reſolu- 


7 = Shof rendring to them their juſt dues, if ever 
and buf me ro be able : However, I beleech thee 
» andpg.rd their good Deeds ro me, with the Bleſ- 
Brant th, of this Life, and of the next - and our'of 

hari je over-flowing Abundance make up- unto 
hs &" the Loſſes that they may ſuſtain by:miy Po= 
d Bougfy and Inab:liry. . O thou thar declareft:thy 


= fro be a Father of the fatherleſs, a Husband: 
PCIe Widow, a Comforter of them that are-in 


PPAnBgion, and a Saviour of the diſtreſſed, afford: 
ne ome thar Reliet and Remedy ro my Aﬀiicti- 
e. Th | that thou ſhalt judge convenient for me. 
hat Fre mean rime grant me Patience, and a wil- 
Prax ! Submiſſion ro thy Divine Appointment un- 
Deſire rall chings. And when thou art pleaſed ro 
0 eaſe me trom this ſorrowful Abode, grant 


meme: 1 may dedicate the remaining part of my 
Se ro thy Praiſe and Honour, and ſerve my 
Menpcration in my Calling. All this I humbly 
odnafee from thine infinite Goodnels, for the ſake 
, for him, who was nor only a Priſoner for me, 
©; it dicd and roſe again for my Redemprion, 
> i now fits at the Righr Hand of Erernal Pow- 
N tht) intercede for me : To whom, with thee, 
2 Father, and the ever-Blefſed Spirir, I deſire 
2uneh render, as is moſt due, all Honour, Praite, 
d Thankſgiving, now and for eyermorr 
* 


- wa MA. 
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A Meditation and Prayer for Malefaftor jy C 
Priſon. I 
{F 


C) Preadful Majeſty of Heaven and Emily 
AP - who knoweft how to ſtop the Proceedinlsr! 
ef finful Men, as well as to ſer Bounds with 
boiſterous Waves of the raging Sea! T conky 
that T am here confin'd by thy juſt and righylf| 
ous Judgments. Thou haſt arreſted me inmie( 
full Career of Sin and Wickedneſs, in whichn 
was. ſpeeding .rowards an everlaſting Burninly 
Thou haſt caſt me into this loathſome Priſon,y 
give a check to thar Liberrcy that 7 rook in bretfip 
mg thy Divine Laws, TI cannot bur look bal 
upon the former courſe of my abominable Lighy 
7 acknowledge my Tranſgreffions, and my 
are now _bctore me ; rhe hainouſnels of af 
Crimes appears, and the many Provocationsm 
thy Juſtice thar T7 am guilty of now come ij: 
in my Memory. Good God, whar an uwgitha 
ful Wrerch have I. been ! Thou haſt loadedwfhe 
with Mercies, bur 7 have deipis'd them aq 
Thou haſt favour d me with many renders F 
Grace, bur I have flighred them, and havech 
her'd ro the Devil and my Lufts, and have iy 
ſaken thee, O my Creator : Ir would bed 
zuft rhar rhou ſhouldeſt foritake me alſo, andaſh 
tuch an unworthy, ſuch an unprofitable and 
fentive Servant inro utrer Darkneſs, for 6; 
from thy Prelence. Bur, O my God, ther | 
Mercy with thee that thou ſhouldeſt be fear 
'Tis a vifible fign of thy Mercy, that rhou bf 
brought me hither, that 1 may not draw ups 
my telf any more, nor provoke any longer tin 
Eternal Vengeance ; that IT may here mcet wil 
2 ſtop to my {in;ul Courſe, and be minded 0! 
L1MC 
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-[inely Repenrance before it be too late. Theic 

Gort jn-ffeers and chains are hcavy and grievous, bur 
{thing near ſo grieyous as theFerters of theLake 
kf Fire and Brimiione. This dark Dungeon is 
nd Eajprhſome and odious,bur nothing in compariſon 
oceednitthe remedileſs Dungeon of Hell. Thou arrwiſe 
nds w_hhall thy proceedings,and juſt in all thy dealings 
7 conkyirh the Sons of finful Men,O glorious Majeſty 
1d rig Heaven. I perceive thar thou art willing by 
ne 1nmjeſe mournful Circumſtances; thar.bear a re- 
Mhnblance of the eternal Priſons of rhe damned. 
Whuls ; and by theſe preſent Sufferings, to give 
ve 2 foreraſte of thar unſpeakable Miſery, thar 
fimay in time avoid and prevent it. It my pre- 


20k dafffnt Confinemenr is ſo grievous, tho' I now en- 
ble Li bymany remporal Comforts, how diſmal will 
my Sie the Dungeon of Hellfire, where nothing of 
S of goodneſs will be ſuffcr'd ro be allowed ro the 


ons Fniſerable rhere 2? If I am now lo uneaſie, when 
me yam only teftrain'd from my former Societies, 
mend abridg d of my Libcrty, how dreadfn] will 
adedhe that Priſon, where the condemrn'd ſhall nor 
em #Jomly be contin'd and depriv'd af Pleaſurcs ard 
der Ffrcedom, bur alſo be made (enfible of rhe ti-ry 
Raven indignation of a Juſt and Omniporent God,and 
we fm wichour any hopes of Relcaſc and Reprieve for 
be Fall Ecerniry. O Infinite Being, my Fieſ» tre 
nd af beth for fear of thee, and [ am- afraid of tmis 
andW9 thy 12/7 Fudoment, becauſe ny Sins are many 
or Fad grievous; and this laſt, tor which I chietly 
here mourn and ſuffer, and for which 1 am now ſhut 
ear up, hath been commirred after many Warnings, 
2 bf Convictions, and lenfible Exprettions of thy 
7 A Goodneſs ro me. O my God, I am filld with 
rm Horror and Confuſion, when I look upon my 
ww" lf, and my unworthy and baſe Life and Actt- 
x] of! 


LINK, and 


ons, and when 1 coniider thy Purity, Holinels, 


Ee - ASL ee dee. 6 


oe Wh A - $4S 
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and all-ſeeing Eye, and mind the dreadfulCuh; 
ſes and Threatnings pronounc'd againſt Snadhy1. 
Wickedneſs. TI am aſham'd, ' and fear to:mlwe 

pear before a Temporal Judge, bur how ſue” 

{ abide thy terrible and amazing Preſence; $i 

condemn my ſelf ; have Mercy upon me, Only 

Redeemer ; Tiwrn thy Face from my Sins, anll 

put out . all my Miſdeeds. - :Enter not into. Fully R 

ment with thy Servant. My Wickedneſſes tngs|] 

are "gone over my Head, and are like a ſore buded 
then, too heavy for me to bear, But turn thay, 
unto me, -and\ bave Mercy upon me, for I an | 

Tolate, and 11 Mifery. : Held me, O God of mf 

Salvation, for the Glory of ti.y Name ; O delinn 

me, \and be mercitul unto my Sins, for thy Nam 

{ake.' -Þ he greater are my Sins, the greater wl| 

be thy Grace and Goodnels in torgiving them! i} 
My Saviour pardoned a dying TI hief upon 
Crofs,. O look upon me alſo in Mercy .; cleankfyve 
me from the Gu:lr, and fave me trom the Curkh 
of all mine Iniquities; andit 7 may eſcape tþr 

Puniſhment of Men, give me grace to amend 

my Life, co refolve againſt future Temprarions Fl; 
nd live inore circuim!{pect for rhe time ro come. ke 

Strengthen my Sou] with the Influences of thy Il 
Celeltial Grace, that. neither the ſuggeſtions of þ, 
Satan, nor the pleaſures of Luſt, nor the inſint* hh 
at.ons of the Wcrid may prevail upon me, 0 
oftend any more againſt thy known Laws. UJ 
my God, let this be a warning to me, thatiþ 
may improve to my Reformation ; and ſpare | 
my Life thar 7 have forfeired by my wicked 
Deeds, that I may live ro amend, and to recall 
thoſe whom T have encourag d by my former 
wicked Examples to a finful Courle, to the 
ſfamc Reformarion of Manncrs rhar T tully pur- 
poſe ro ſtudy the remainder of my Lites, Good 
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fulCuly hear, and pardon me; and for his ſake, 
Sinalhjis able ro fave to the uttermoſt all rhat 
"10: axfe unto thee through lim, forgive me all 
W ſie Toiquities ; confirm thy Grace in me, and 


nce." t&ifie me both in Soul-and Body, thar T may 
We for all Ererniry to praiſe thee, as a laſtin 
allymment of thy Mercy and Goodneſs, Theſe 


0. ub Requeſts T am raughr ro ſum up 1n this moſt 
e« tellent and perfect Form of Prayer, recom- 
: 


Srded ro me by my Bleſſed Saviour, Onur Fa- 
hy, &C. 
'9 


delray. dit ation and Prayer for ſuch as are wrong - 
—_ | fully accuſed and condemned. 
er W 


them! My good God, and gracious Redeemer, 
on te. who knoweſt all rhings, and art the De- 
cleankider of the Oppreſſed, and a conſtant Parron 

utFhnocency, look down in compaſſion upon 
pe the ty poor and diftrefſed Servant, unjuſtly 
umendFiaſed and condemned, by rhe procurementr of 
ations Filany and Perjury. I appeal ro thee from 
come. earthly Tribunal ; thou knowelſt my Wrongs, 
f thy Wart acquainted with all my dcalings. Save 
ns of þ for thy Mercy ſake, from the wicked De- 
nll hs and evil Purpoſes of myEnemies, who thirſt 
ce, Wir my Blood. I flie to thee for ſuccour in 
« Uimy grear Diſtreſs; rhou canſt yer difap- 
hat [fin the Miſchiefs of evil men, and clear my 
pare Fphreouſneſs in thy good time ; thou canſt di- 
cked frſe this black Cloud of Infamy, and diſcover 
ecal fit T am alrogether free from the impuration 
rimer That Guilt thar they would-fix upon me. My 
the [nſcience, thou knoweſt, is clear from the 
pur- Fed that 7 am accuſed of. Give me Parience 
00d kd Humiliry-ro bear up under the ogy" and 

. ſhame 
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ſhame of men. 7 confeſs my ſelf a Sinny ny 
gainſt thee, my God, and perhaps thoy pr 
pleaſed ro puniſh me by rhis unjuſt! Sente- 
for other Miſdemeanours that I may be Jl 
oe 


of before thee. IT adore thy Divine Wi 

in making me ſenfible in rhis manner of ohuc « 
former Breaches of thy Divine Laws ; av: 
doubt nor bur to obtain from rhy Mercy | 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs of them. Bur in } 
tion to this injuſtice of men, grant me a quf P 
and unconcern'd Spirit, a charitable Soul, 9, 
imitation of the Proto-Martyr St. Stephen, aft 1 
of my Bleſſed Maſter, to pray for, and wh H 
don my preateſt Enemies ; lay norro theirchagþ 1 
their falſe Oaths, nor the guilr of my Bloor: 
nor the wronging of my Repurarion ; giveth 
a ſenſe,” and grant them the forgiveneſs of theft 57 
and. all other their Sins, that at the hour: 
Death, and ar the laſt Judgment, they na "BY 
ver be caſt away from thy gracious Prelenſre; 
Pardon us all, I beſeech rhce, and ler rhemniſÞu;/: 
for this ſhort and remporal ſufferings of a vu 
moments Which they have drawn upon me, W1j/or 
for ever/ condemn'd ro the unſpeakable Tuſpre) 
ments of Hell-fire for all Ererniry. Good Gu: 
T refer my elf and my Cauſe into thy hands a 
be my Advocate and Protector, and if 1 { 
oppreſſed by men, be thou my Defender, 4 t 
the Saviour of my precious and immortal Wa 
ſo that if TI am to be cur off by an untwehl 
Death, by this unjuſt Sentence, do thou receFur 
me into thar bleſſed Life, where there ſhallÞÞr | 
no more Death, neither ſorrow nor cry] 
neither ſhall there be any more Pain ; 1n fore 
Life, where we ſhall for ever live with thee Je 
Blils and Glory, Grant this, 7 beleech r | 
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inte Joy God, for Chriſt his ſake, my only Me- 
thou: or and Advocate. Amen. 
entered. 
ee puif 
WilkgMediration, Thanksgiving and Prayer for ſuch 
Tr ol os re releaſed out of Priſon, and for their de- 
3 anÞhiverance from the aforementioned Troubles. 
Icy t 
i | Divine Goodneſs ! unto whom Tam princi- 
2 qu} pally indebred for myFreedom,and preſent 
Soul, $&y,for my releaſement from the greatDangers 
en, at 1 was in, and that threarned my Life ; 
| ph Holy Name be praiſed for this fignal Mer- 
rchagh I will m22nifie thee, O Lord, for thou haſt 
' Bloged me, and not ſuffer d my Foes to triumph 
ve ther me; I will give thanks unto thee, for thou 
If theft gracious and merciful, full of compaſſion and 
Muneſs to ſuch as call upon thee, and truſt in 
wy Salvation. I cried unto thee, O Lord in my 
eſs ; I poitred out my complaints before thee : 
uſed be the Lord, who hath heard the voice of 
bumble Petitions ; he hath broughs me out of 
Won, and kept my lite from deſtruction : Praife 
refore the Lora, O my Soul, and foract not 
bis benefits. I confcis my telt unworthy of 
es and all other rhy Mercies, for I cannor bur 
ſenſible of my former Sins and Iniquirics,, 
t thy gcacious Proceedings are not proporti- 
kd ro our Deſervings. O Intinire Bounty ! 
oF T have now received my Tife from thee, [I 
Felre ro dedicate 3t to thy Praiſe and Honour. 
[uit me never forger or be unmindful of this 
rye inſtance of thy care of my Perion, and 
n tOworect ion from the miſchiets of rhe Age. Give 
hee fie Grace to be truly th:nktfnl unto race in 
1 tfthy Buhaviour and Actions, Grant me true 
ad fir:cere Repentaner, rhat T may never more 
L:1 
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fin againſt thee ; and ſuch a deep and inwalff. 2" 
ſenſe of all thy Favours, that I may ſtudy | $p0! 
pleaſe thee for the rime ro come ; for that pu Ly 
pole, aflift me with rhy Grace, ſtrengrhennff* th 
Faith and Hope, inflame my Soul with a D 
vime Love of thee, my good God, and eng 
me ro paſs through all the Temprarions of uf r 
wicked World, in thy fear, and withour beinf*.* 
corrupted -by the Vices or the Errors of þ Ly 
times. Continue, 7 beſeech thee, merci Lh 
God, to: defend and fave me and my Relation _ 
that we may always live to praiſe thee here, al 


lj rec 
ta lt 


- Se m1 


En {pare 
A Confeſſiom and Prayer for Criminals after (uf all : 
 demnation, nd at the time of Execution. 


M®Ot Mighty and Erernal God, Judge aff, ®' 
Redeemer of Mankind, 7 proftrate uf; © 
ſelf, unworthy Wretch, before thee, to bewllff}**® 
and lament my former finful courſe of livin 
that hath drawn upon me this juſt Condemns jp 

tion ; TI acknowledge the greatneſs and hainoub 7 
nels of my Crimes, and this particularly ſſp 4 
which I am now to ſuffer Death. 7 adoreth 4» 
Juſtice, viſible in my Puniſhment, and am ſe an) 
fible of thy Infinite Preſence, Power, and Glo|, mc 
ry, that are magnified in my Sufferings, Of-.> , 
merciful Creator, ler thy Goodneſs be all," 


(1s ti 


Uſ 
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& precious Blood, that ar irs egreſs out of 
Þ pollured Tabernacle, ir may be acceptable 
Htby fight. Receive ir as thine own Purchaſe. 
n #0 hy hands 7 commend my Spirit, for thou 
: DP redeemed ir, O God of Truth. T have 
1 Malittle rime to continue in this evil World, 
; Poe employ it to the beſt advantage, to ſe- 
ei. #e and confirm my intereſt in thee, my God, 
n ; in Heaven, the Place of thine Abode. And 
oe [have renderd my ſclf unworthy of thy 
ioFeace, or to be admitted amongſt thy Chil- 
. .n. O my Heavenly Father, who haſt com- 
ja on of a Prodigal Son, of bloody, adulte- 
U2 
l; 


1W2 
dy 


&n thee, bur accept of my Tears, and Eon- 
Aion ; and ler me have ſome affurance, before 
FDeparture hence, of rhy Grace and Mercy. 
e me from the bitter Pains of eternal Death. 
Epare me for my latter end ; ſupport me un- 
*Fall my Sufferings ; give me Patience, and a 
rented Mind ; increaſe my Faith in thee, my 
KW, and in thy gracious Promiſes ; keep me 
Deſpair ; thou art my only Helper and 
teemer, let the fiercencſs of thine Anger end 
ny, this remporal ſhame and Puniſhment, and let 
Ftever know that more dreadful of Erernal 
pry. Deliver me from thy Wrath, and 
Condemnation of Hell-fire. O Lord, TI 
ch thee forgive all my Enemies, ſuch who 
aPcany ways injured me,and ſuch as have been. 
o-Pamental to bring me to this diſgraceful End, 
gracious ro them whom I have wrong'd by 
GE vickedLife,make them amends for theirL ol- 
y Fluſtain'd through my Crimes ; and grant thar 
#1 ſhameful Death may be raken norice of by 
r fr lewd Perſons, that chey may repent 1n 
| ft, and prevent chy temporal and eternal 
J | Judgments, 


s and apoſtarte Sinners, caft me not away. 


_ « _ a 
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Judgments. O Holy Saviour, Iook pes 
in my diſtreſs ; Pardon me for thy Meriy (4 Cn 15 
Thou haft been already gracious ro a repemingſþ# 7 
Malefactor, be favourable ro me »Iſo, a miſsſ#iis 
rable Sinner : I am heartily ſorry and repentd|"* | 
my Sins; I am aſhamed 59s confounded for th 31 
baſcneſs and wickedneſs of my life ; but If © 
my felf into the arms of rhy Mercy : O nf * 
Merciful Emanizl, intercece for me, that" L 
may nor periſh for ever. Let thy Bounty Wa! 
glorified in my Salvarion, and nor thy Jufticei Cho 
mine cternal Deſtruction. 7 rruſt upon thinfſ®# 2 
Infinite Mercy ; in this confidence, 7 refignnf®> 
ſelf, my foul, this immortal part of my ſelf, if 
to thy hands. Hear me, O Bleſſed Redeem 
rake pity of thy poor and miſerable Sery iP furu 
Haſte 'thee, O God, to deliver me; makfÞMnt 
haſte ro help me, O Lord, my Merciful Sanf tel 
our, and gracious Redecmer. wen] 


Our Father, &c. rea 
'Þ l p 


as —\ly P 


A Meditation and Prayer for fuch 46 a A 


znto the holy State of Matrimony, _ 


Infinite and wiſe Maker of rhe ſeveral 0þ 0 
ders of Creatures, who haſt appoint 8 
their beginning and their end, and cauted 
Generation tro ſucceed another ; upon whale" 


fr, 


Power, Wiſdom and Blcfing 7 chiefly depetiÞ) 
in all my Proceedings: I cannor bur make off 0) 
Addreſs ro thy Divine Majeſty art this time, anf'** | 
upon this Occaſion, thar T am deſigning to aF, 1 

ter my Condition of a ſingle Life, and ro o** 
gage my ſelf in a married State, humbly ! wy: 


1implore thy gracions Affiſtance, Fayour 4: 
Blefling ro me in this my Purpoſe : For Iknof? Pc 
+ 


n the great and weighty buſineſs of my Life, 


min! Happineſs, if not of mine erernal ; and 
miſe this Change is likely ro have a norable In- 
nt once upon all the ſucceeding Pafſages of my 
1ſt, and to render it either eafie or rrouble- 
| cl8e, either comfortable or bitrer : How diſ- 
) wm, adviſed and careful ſhould IT be to take 
har ide Directions thar Divine and Human Wiſ- 
y «can afford me in this critical Moment, in 
ce;#Choice, and ro rake heed rhat T be nor go- 
thiaſd and {ſwayed only by the Love of Riches, 
nay, Luſt, or a remporal Intereſt, and per- 
f pied by rheſe Enemies of the real good of 
-meWkind, ro berray and ſell all my Comforts 
yarÞfurure Sarisfactions, for a momentary En- 
makment which they offer us,and oft-rimes afford 
5ypur the ſhadow. TI apply my ſelf, O my 
wenly Farther, ro thy Mercy and Goodneſs, 
rear thee ro beſtow upon me ſuch an Af- 
nt, as may help ro ſave my Soul, as well as 
—Þly Pleaſures and Delights ro my preſent Be- 
As thou didft provide a Parrner to our 

E Parent, and didſt honour his Marriage by 

q Preſence, and particular Order and Blet- 
104 fo I beſeech thee grant me the ſame favo- 
ine Blefing ro my prefent defign, and to 
| of Perſon thar I purpoſe to take as my Co- 
{offner. And as this Eitare has been honoured 
ri} Saviour's Divine Power and firft Miracle, 
- oy the myſtical Union berween him and his 
Pk the Church, whar reſpe&t and regard 
\ Mit I to have for fo blefſed an Eſtate, ad- 
; ied to repreſent ſo Divine a Myſtery, and 
y $©ard with the Company of rhe Sacred Tri- 
nf? How careful ſhould 7 be, nor raſhly to 
not into 1r, and ſlighrly ro look upon ir, _ 
[i . Mens the 
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Cake $c> 1s Tike ro be the Foundarion of my rem- 
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the Promiſes that T there make in thy Preſengl ol 
O my Creator, grant that we miay both bewyily; 
ted in Love and ſincere Aﬀection one to ah, 
ther, that we may make it our principal bu | 
neſs to pleaſe and comfort one another, ay i 
{weeten the bitrerneſs that arrends upon this 1 
ſtate; that we may live together in thy Fear 
with a regard to our Duties and Engagemeng, 
that we may avoid all the Snares and Temp 
tions of this evil World. Good God,fend donfy ; 
thy Blefling upon us both, and a ſupplywg 
our Wants and Neceflities ; ſave and deli ; 
us from the dangers and calualties of the App, 
Continue us together in Health, Peace, : 
Proſperity ; and grant that we may be inlinþ 
ments to pur-into the World ſuch Children &; 
may be thy Servants here, and Partakers Me: 
that eternal Bleſſedneſs thar thou haſt our of thue(; 
infinite Goodneſs prepared hereafter for Mak 
kind. Al] this we beg for Jeſus Chriſt his fa y 
our only Mediator and Advocare ; in Wiiky, 
Name and Words we offer unto. thee ourPy y ( 
n:0ns, Qur Father, &Cc. _— '\ 
nar 
«np! 
A Prayer for a Ship's Company, beginning to /afiy t 
in a Voyage at Sea. nth 
| Jrer 
Infinite and Omnipotent Governour of Mea 
wide World, who commandeft rhe Wilffhn, 
and the Seas, and ro whonr all rhe Elementhen 
tubje&t - we humbly proſtrate our ſelves vilrqs 
thee, ro implore rhy Favour and Protection 
thar we are going to Expote our ſelves 0 
parent Dangers tor the ſervice of Mankif 
Grant us, we beleech thee, a proſperous ' 


—e———_—— 


__ 


age; deliver us trom the caſualries of the 5 
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\ yd from all Enemies; fave us from the fury of 
Crelengfy boiſterous Waves, from Shipwracks, and 
n vey. ocher Misfortunes and Dangers. We ac- 
| 0 Uhowledge thy Power to be the fame here as 
pal ul Land, we commit our ſelycs therefore to 
her, a5 Conduct, vouchlafe ro us favorable Gales, 
1 this Hd ſend us into our defired and intended Har- 
thy Fegurs. Let our Lives be precious in thy fight. 
SemenFJdon the Weakneſfes, eyil Cuſtoms, irreve- 
enpdr Speeches and Actions unto which we may 
d dow inclined, by rhe radeneſs of our Age, Tem- 
ys, or Company. Give us a real lence- of 
| delingly infinite Preſence, Power and Glory, diſco- 
he Aphrable in the Deep, thar we ay learn to fear 
Ce, Mee, our grear God, and live in an awful re- 
' niet of thy Majeſty. Ler nor the frequent 
dren, hhr of Danger harden vs intoa contempt of thy 
kers Greatneſs, bur ler thy Goodneſs, fo ofren cx- 

of tileſs'd ro us in our frequent Dcliverances, a- 
r Macken us into a ſenſe of thy Mercy, and ftir 
15 120; up ro a grateful acknowledgment of thy 
_ Viany Favours, and to an Obſervance of 
ur tt y Commands and Authority, and to a care- 
Elpractice of the Rulcs of thar Holy Religion 
tar we profeſs; that after this painful and 
ngerous Life, we may nor be thought unwor- 
to [aiy to be admitted ro thy Favour and Preſence, 
nthe Haven of Eternity, where we ſhall be 
Frer ſecure from all Caſualries and Misfortunes. 
0! Mear us, O Gracious God, for the ſake of thy 
Mon, and our Blefled Saviour, whoghath recom- 
MFnended ro ns this moſt excellent form of 
J Irayer, Our Father, &C. 
N | 
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A Prayer for ſuch as are going to receing ok 
Holy . Sacrament. W 


MEcciful God, who feedeſt my Soul «wi 
as my Body, I implore thy Grace 
Goodneſs at this ti''e, that IT am going roÞ 
admitted art thy 'I' ale, and tro be a Partake 
the Death of thy blefled Son. - Good God, lf 
don the unpreparedneſs of my Mind and $ 
forgive all rhe Wez«nefſes and Miſcarriaguſ 
my life ; grant me an increaſe of Faith, po* 
and Chariry ; and ſanctifie rhis:rhy Inftiruigy: 
that it may ſeal and confirm to me the Par 
of my Sins. Give me a firm Reſolutin$s 
living more circumſpect and holy for the tif 
ro come, that this and all orher thy Divine 0 
dinances may be inſtrumental in-advancingaf 
Salvarion, and prepare me for thy Heavaly 
Banquer. Grant this, I beſeech thee, for 
{us Chriſt his ſake, my only Mediator andþ 
deemer. Our Father, &c. PL 


| 


' 
- 


P \4 
| 


——_— 
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A Thanksgiving and Prayer after the recent 
the Holy Sacrament. ; 


Erernal and Gracious Father, who 

vouchſafed ro me thy unworthy Creatut 
an admittapce ro rhy Table ; thy Holy Nay 
be praiſed for this Mercy and Honour. 14] 
ſentible of rhy unſpeakable Goodneſs, repreſent 
ro me in thisxOrdinance. Thou haſt made mend 
Parraker of thy Bleed Son, of rhe Benefits 


his Death and Paſlion, and of the fruits of 
molt powerful Mediation ; O that I may 
forger this ſignal Favour, bur umprove it wat 
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Js Reformation of my Life, . and to the for- 

receine liking of wharſover may difpleaſe thee ; for 
ks purpoſe, ſtrengrhen my preſent Reſolutions 
| þferve and glorifie thee the remainder of my 
oul aways: Perfect the Sanctificarion thar thou haſt 
Grace Jegun in me. Preſerve me from my prevailing 
ing rofius, and from the power of all Temprarions, 
artakend grant that this, and all other thy Mercies, 
God, pipiritual and remporal, may never be ſtifled in 
and Sole, but may really and effectually work in my 
urriagghal char Amendment and Perfection which 
th, oued prepare me for an happy Change, and thy 
nſtitutghacious Preſence in Glory, Merciful God, 
he Park beſeech rhee ſtill continue this thy Grace and 
lution oodneſs ro me, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, my 
the riadjaly and bleſſed Redeemer : To whom beaſcri- 
vine Oged all Honour, Thankſgiving and Praiſe, now 
ncingagþd for evermore. Amen. 
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Morning Prayer þ 
FOR A kl 


FAMILY 


According to the Book of (us 


[ 
mon-Prayer. : 


l 

Q Lord, who haſt promiſed that before wir 
call, thou wilr aniwer, and whilſt we 

et ſpeaking, thou wilt hear, | 

1/a. 65.24 buke us not in thine indignati 
og 5 neither chaſten us in thy diſpleah 
Þſal.51.10. For thy Name's ſake, be merci 
ro our fins. Make us clean Hem; 

O Gad, and renew a right Spirit within us. ſter 
F 

Lord, we beſeech thee mercifully hear oh g! 
Prayers, and ſpare ail rhoſe who celtffar 
their ſins unto thee, that they whoſe Conſciapter 
| ces by Sin are accuſed, by thy merciful Pardrii 
Þ may be abſlolved, through Jeſus: Chriſt F 


DW 


Lord. Amen. 


Oo Almighty Lord, and everlaſting Goſtr 
vouchſafe, we beſeech thee, ro direfwus 
ſanCifie, and govern botk our Hearts and Mad 


Set 3 et 
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-. in the ways of thy Laws, and in the works 
Thy Commanaiments, that through thy moſt 
Fehry protection, both now and cver, we 

qbe preſerved in Body and Soul, through our 
tid and Sayiour Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


>. Mevent us, O-Lord ! in all our doings, with 
thy moſt gracious favour, and further us 
th chy continual help, that in all our Works 
wn, continucd, and ended in thee, we may 
kehe thy holy Name, and finally, by thy 
[Wcy, obrain everlaſting Lite, through Tetus 
Wit our Lord, Aon, 


(of8icſed be rhy Floly Name, O TI ord, for 

P thy continual and daily Mcrcics granted to 

for thy Protection and Prefervarion till this. 

0, tor the ſafery and quier Repote of the laſt 

efore Wit, for the weltarc and health of bur Bo- 
t weaps, arid tor all thy Temporal Blckings which 
ar, ſmhcape!lt upon us: Gracious God, we ac- 
gnatagowledge theſe and all orher Mercies which 


plealutenjo7,, ro be undeſerved Favours proceeding 
mera thy bounciful hand, and farherly Goodneſs. 


| Hetfminue them we beſcech thee ro us, and all 
148, fer things needful for our Souls and Bodies ; 
d give us grace, in the uſe of rhem, ro glorife 
herear Name, and to he truly thankful in our 


ear ( 

cenÞarts and 1iy©s tor all expreſſions of thine vn- 
onſciaferied Liberaliry, - All this we beg for Jetus. 
Pardfariſt his fake, men. 

iſt of 


|) G06, the Protector of all them rhat pat 

I” their cruſt in thee, withour whom nothing 

Gaſtrong, norhing is holy, increaſe and multiply 

dirs thy Mercy, that thou being our Ruler 

nd Wd Guide, we may fo paſs rhrougi rhings 
'n > 


| O11 Les 


4 
4 


dis 


<Vacae@ach mls. "ps "I" 
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Temporal, that we finally" loſe nor the thn 
Erernal, tor Jeſus Chriſt his fake, our Lyifqur! 
Amzen. 


Rant, O Lord, we belecch thee, thaw l 
Courſe of this World may be fo peach | 
ordered by thy governance,” that we and M 
whole Church, may joyfully ſerve thee in hohr 
Godly quierneſs,through Jeſus Chrift our Lon Al 


Amen. 


Ord of all Power and Might, who art ty he 
Author and Giver of all good things: Gord 
in our Hearts the love of thy Nene increaſe} 
us true Religion, nouriſh us with all goodnd 
and of thy great Mercy keep us in the (; 1 
rhrough Jeſus Chriſt our "as þ Amen. = 
Et 
'O) Merciful God, bleſs and preſerve, we pauvir 
thee, our King and Princes, defend thajffe is 
from all their Enemies, direct them in all thiffife, 
Counlcls, aflift them in all rheir religious ptſſtery 
oſes, grant rhem and the Church amongſt'wnith 
Sk and Proſperity in this life, and everllfmo | 
Royal Family, the Nobiliry, the Magiſtrat 
the Gentry and People of this Land. Grant 
fie, Schilin, Superſtirion, and Idolarry, forFlrr 
tus Chrift his fake. Amen. | 


ing Happinels in the life ro come. Bleſs alli 
0 
Peace and Truth, and preſerve us from 


Our Father which art in Heaven, &c. 


HE Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, andil 
Love of God, and the Fellowſhip of the 
ly Groſt, be with us all cvcrmore. Amen. 


Ani 


bk A The diume Art of Prayer. 

e th | 
r Loifurher Morning Prayer for a Family, when Buſis 
neſs w moſt urgent. 


thart 
cacahy& and blot our all our Ottcnces. 

and ( Make us clean hearts, O God, and reacw 
 1n Fjphr Spirits within us. P/. 51. 

rLof Almighty and Everlaſting God, mercifully 
bok upon our infirmities, and in all our dangers 
and neceſſities, ſtrerch forth thy Right Hand 
art ip help and defend us, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
: Uilord, Amen, 


eaſe 

od 8 0 God, whoſe Bleſſed Son was manifeſted, 
ſan} rhar he might deſtroy the Works of the 
Devil ,and make us the Sons of God, and Heirs 
« Eternal Life, Grant ns, we beteech thee,thar 
c pataving this Hope, we may purifie our ſelves, as 
1 thayke is pure, that we may walk in newnels of 
1 thiffife, and follow the Examples of his Patience, 
s Miffiery and Holineſs, thar when he ſhall appear 
It"Gvicth Power and Glory, we may be admitred 


Y anno his glorious Kingdom. Amen, 
ill i 
rat $ Lord, be merciful ro us and our Nation, 
atF bleſs the King's Majeſty with Life and 
tfappineſs, his Counſellors with Wiſdom, his 
Oflrmies wich Vidtory, his Subjects with Peace 
ad Proſperity. Bleis the Nobility, the Clergy, 
nd Commonalry in their goings our, and com- 
ings in. Bleſs us, we beſeech thee, and all our 
Relations, with ſpiritual and Temporal Mer- 
d cies, And all theſe Bleflings we beg for Jeſus 
Chriſt his ſake,in whoſe perfect Form of Pray- 
er we ſum up all our defires, as he hath raught 
ls, Our Father, &C. 


I » The 
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T Urn thy Face away from our fins, O Lerd, 


I 


5TH 


E-/ 4 The EY 
THe Grace of our 
a wy the 1 Far er. Nc 

Foy Ghaſt, be with us all, ; 
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te Fecowſhip of the 


Amen. 
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Gracions God,” the Creator and Prore@y 
of Mankind, whoic continued Goodnek 
we have latety experienced in the ſafety and 
prefervation of the laſt Nigar. We blch; th 
Holy Name, for this and ail _ cr cxm_ 
of thy Niercy to us , we acknowleuge, rhary 
rr art the Auchor of our Eci nes, is thy £004 
Providence that maintains and defends then 
Tom all Dangers and Encpuvcs that 1:Compak 
ws aGour ; us thy watchtul Eye THAT lees al 
CONLFIVANCES ro deitray us; tis thy Wi 
dorn that knows how to detcat their crattic 
PUrpotes 2 Ts oy Power alone, that « car: Gil: 
POINE and opp ole their wicked and hellith Plus 
We arc 1 iongrant; - Q Lord, of the'r malice, 
1nd om com 15.8 "af ( an a ed char proceed 
trom the contrivances of ipwitual and cOM pore 
Enemics; we dcehire ther efore to be heart! 
hankfirl, for we are really tenfible of thy 
merciiul protection hithierts, and tG a!cribe al 
rhe ranir mg: Praiſe of our Preiervarion and 
Del: verance Shed y tothy Witdom, Coodnch: 20d 
Srovk Jerce. Bur, O meccitul Firher, ler thts 
<prefiicn of thy Mercy, the 19u:: Jation of al 
LY ICH, N85, Be {ill continuce{ to 1s. Wear 
I £ 20 c of our under vings, or Gig aut WICK: 
are multpie, our PTOVOLRUne ang 
ary MOVE ao many ; Gur Ccrrors and 
JCNCIC1C? #5 21) _ ar Darics, might juſtly caute 
| ro car ſelves for ih: furure, 
And 
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nd 
of 
IS. 

1nd 
107 
our 
fn ! 
pro 
el 
ties 
Me 
7re 
Gr. 
abl 
hin 
and 
art 
of 


Tet 


fro! 


 fru! 
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not 
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md cxpoic us naked to the ſubtijries and powet 
of our Enemies, who would quickly devout 
vs, But we 1mplore thy mercy at this tine, 


- [nd intreart thee to forgive us our Treſpalles, 


opardon our Injirinittes, and to paſs by ail 
wr Tranſgretſions, for the I ord Teius his 11ke, 
| his Name, and rbrough his Merits, we ap- 


[proach with all humiliry ro the chrone of thy 


race to beg the forgiveneſs of all our Tniqui- 
ties, -and rhe continuance of thy protection and 


'IMercies, Temporal und Spiritual. Mow weak 
) P 


Ye we of our {elves 2 How ſcon caſt into ons 
Graves 2 and wha: 1s Man, that he fhould be 
able to detend us, when the leaſt blaſt deprive 


| him of Life and Being > Thou art rherefor:, 


and rhou alone, O great God of Heaven ! thou 
xt only able :o detend 1s in the following ccnr'e 
of our Life, from* viſible and invifible perils : 


| Let thy Mercy never fortake us, fheirer ws 


A 


from the malicions defions of ail our Enemics, 


fruſtrate their wicked purpoſes; Jead us in all 


: - 
our waz's, direct us in all our paths, blcis us 
n all our undertakines, . We live ina crooked 
Generation, in a world rar overflows with fin 
and wickedneSs, and our Converſation 1s 2- 
mongſt evil-doers, Ter theretore thy Wiſdom 
and thy Fear {o poftcis our Souls, that we may 
not be drawn away Þy the Vices of rhe Age, 
nor_inrang:ed in fuck 1 abyrinths of. Sin, 25S 


0 ' . Ll - : X: 3 By . F . 
might indanger our eternal welfare, Suffer us 


O 


not to be Inticed with the allurements of un- 


awful Pleaſire and Profir, We rruft not to 
our leives, 0. ord, and our own frat] reloiutte 
ons, becauſe we have broken them fo ofren, 
thar we have cauſe to miftrat our own ror gifs 
and r9 rely chiefly upon thy merciful guidance, 
Let thy Trurh -lirect us, and thy Spirit lead us, 

Ez: as 
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as well as thy Power protect us, from the ine [x 
fion of Error and Vice ; give us a right utides yc 
ſtanding of rhy Will, an unchangeable reſoluts | 
on to praCtiſe 1t ; ſufter us nor ro be drawn ahi ſhe 
neither by fear nor by profir, from the profeſly | 
on of that pure Religion, in which we havehal 
rhe happineſs ro be inſtructed. Give us all' 
grace to value and prize this thy great Mercy|yi 
that we are Chriftians, and ſuch Chriſtians y|{; 
have the benefits of thy ſacred Oracles. Ol|y 
us not be ſo unworthy to forſake that Religion [wv 
in whioh only we are to expect Salvation, Gir|jn 
us Grace to follow the Bleſſed Rules of gou[w 
living char we have learned , keep us fromin[y 
and of all fins, chiefly from the faris againſt ou yh 
own Conſciences and Knowledge, Give u|y 
peaceable minds, quier diſpoſitions, with a] 
willing reſignation of our .jelves ro thy wik 
Providence in all things ; wcan our Hears] 
and Aﬀections from the World ; ler not its V+] 4 
nities poſſeſs any longer our aftedtions, Letth| , 
knowledge thar all things ſhall work together 
for our good, cauſe us to ſubmit without mur- 
muring, to all the Croſſes thar we may met 
with. And as our time here below is bur of 1 
ſhort continuance, give us grace to mind out 
latter end, to prepare for our diſſolution be 
rimes, to live always in expectation of another, 
and a more happy life, where we ſhall never 
ſec neithee Sorrow nor Pain. 

Bleſs us, we beſecch thee, in our Callings; 
proſper jus in all our lawful endeavours to ſerve 
our Generation : And let us ſo demean ol 
ſelves in our bodily and daily Employments, a 
that we may not forget in them to ſerve and 
plorifie th:c, our God, which ſhould be the| 
great and chief purpoſe of our lives. Suffer 

ys 


m__ 


YES — > as ea__ ww a. 


he ine ſnot to mmiſpend our precious Talcnts, bur, 


*. . J -e 1 14 c | 
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f Utiders [ycording to our Abilities and thy Mercies, ler 
reſolute ſſo diſpoſe of them, of whar kind ſoever they 
Wn fide fhe, that thy Truth and Holy Name may be 
profelſs yorified thereby, and the ends for which thou 


veha 


ſt given them anſwered. 


> US allſ' Bleſs rhis Family now proſtrate before thee; 
Mercy|yih our years increaſe all our Graces, ſan- 


LAns 4 


eligion, 
n, Git 
ff good 
rom 

ry 
F1VE Us 
with 4 
y wiſ 
Heart 
its V+ 
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7 mur- 
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other, 
never 


ngs; 
ſerve 
our 
s, 4 
and 
» the 
offer 
Ws 


al che days of their Lives. 


tie and prepare ns for thy fruition ; puritic 


kad cleanſe our Hearts, and mercitully conti- 


we and augment all thy Bleffings to ns. Take 
nto thy protection and favour, rhe tender and 
weaker part of it, the Infants and Children ; 
provide, we beſecch thec, for the welfare oi 
their Souls, as well as tor their Bodics, im- 


print rhy holy fear in their Hearts, that uhey 


may Slorifte thee in rhcir I ves. 
_ Bleſs all our Relations whereſovever they be 
diſperſed ; ler thy Mercy and Truth guide them 
Bleſs this Nation 
into which we belong, punith us not according 
to our juſt deſervings and provocations; lay not 
upon us the guilt of innccent Blood ; bur par- 
doa the extravagancy of our lives, and caule a 
real Reformarion to be practiſed, as well as 
profeſſed amonglt us. 1 hou givelt us T,cmpo- 
ral Mercies in #8undance, continue thy Spirt- 
tual to us ; ſuffer not our Enemies to deprive us 
of thy Truth and Goipel ; watch over us, and 
difappoinr all ricir wicked purpoles for our 
Rum, and give us all Hearts ro be truly chank- 
fu! for the many Favours, Blefiings, Mercics 
and Deliverances, which trom time tro rime 1n 
all Ages thou haſt heaped upon us and our Fore- 
fathers. 

Bleſs more eſpccialiy, rhe perſon of our gra- 
cious Prince, and rhine anointed, grant him a 
I 4 long 
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that they may fec the rea{@nablenets and excel 
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long and a profperous reign,guard him from yd 
Þarbarous purpoſes of all Murderers; fave T 
from all their Plots and Conſpiracics ; dire 
him in his Councils; profper him in yy; 
Deſigns; and give him and ns all Grace, yn: 
Lay ſerioufly to heart thy merciful procceding 
towards us. 
Bleis alt his Rejations, endighren them wit 44o: 
thy Truth, fanctifie them with thy Grace, and 
direct them by thy Spirir, thar they may en 
brace, as well as know thy Sacred Will, ar () 
vovern themielves according to its Holy Pre 
ceprs. Bleſs thy Church diſperſed through ? 
out the whole World, preſerye every Mens|jo! 
ber of it from the Malice of the Devil aniÞjre! 
h:s Agents, increaſe daily the number of itstmeſino 
Profeſſors. Ler thy Goſpel and thy Salvatinſtov 
be publified in all Nations, bring back theſlor 
Fews, and accompliſh the number of the Get 
tiles ; and open the Underſtandings of all Men yi: 


lency of that Religion, which Chriſt hath «| 
commended tro us; and not only ſee it, butÞtha 
embrace and practiſe it, ſetring afide all piej Jus, 
dice and partiality. Ul 

Turn the Hearts of onr greareſt Enemies [et 
ſubdue our unruly Atections, reconcile out Jtr 
Diffexences publick and private, and give W]th 
all Grace, that wwe may truly ferve and glort Jth; 
fie thee in our Lives. All this we beg for they 
Merits ard by the Mediarticn of our moſt Ble-] th 
ſed Lord and Saviour, in whoſe Words We] g 
ſum up all our imperte&t Peririons, in thatÞf 
moſt perfect Form which he hath taught 8s | p 
®:r Father. &C 
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earcnly Father, iy 
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F 
ir 


wi ole BOO incty 


(4 Nan tt: be Pra! y and qui [Ce - 
joſe of cu "eats tlic ]; Nis _ and tor ou: 
melc!) at:Gn until this monont, which we ac: 
Inowiedge to be a mercy ProceCuing From thy 
tower and Prov lence. We arc icngble, O 
lord, of our OWN WeAarncis at nd trail: yY, UNA ale 
L Gur ielves to withſtand the ataults of our 
tial ard corporal. Enemics ; troin thy 
4 all! 
aber Bleiſings nccatul for our Souls aud Zou UICS 5 
hat chou wouldeſt be picated ro be gr rAC us *C 
t "oct us from 
udang Sift the following couric of our lives ; 
kfend our Souls from all allavirs of I n and Sa- 
an, keep us in thc Profeltion and, Practice oi 
hy Holy Religion, without wavcring ; {treng- 
then our Minds with a Divine Knowledge, and 
our Wills viz thy Celeſtiat Grace, that nct- 


ther RY: nor Vice may Þc able to prev ail up- 
211 the 


do 1s. Detend aifo our Bodics from 
arcs rhat are laid for us : Let our Lives bc 


precious In thy ligar, fanctific ail thy MCrecucs 
ous, and the more wearc loaden 1 vith thy ren- 
poral Bleidings, let us be fo mach the morc 
hanktul, and morc 2e60'y to obey thy. Holy 
{ond GOWn thy 
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tions and endeayours, in the Callings inwhic | | 
rhy Providence hath placed us: As our chief t 
= aim is the promorion of thy Glory, be pleaſed] 1 

; ro afſiſt us in the advancing of ir. Preſerveou 
minds from all inward rroubles, murmuring] ” 
and diſturbances, and arm us we beſeech the 
with that unchangeable Spirit, as may contem| | 
the Lofles and Croſſes of the World : For tha 
purpole caprivare our affections to thee and th 
tervice ; rake poſlefion of our Hearts, and fu 
fer thom nor to dote roo much upon theſeloy- 
er Vanities. O I ord, as our "Treaſure is n 
Heaven, ler there bc the cnd of all our defirs 
and rhe centre of a!l our Actions. 

Gracions God, we pray thee not only for ox 
ſelves, bur for the whol2 Carholick Churd, 
and for thar parr of it planted in theſe thre 
Nations. QC! jct rot our Enemies triunyl 
over us, bur watch over and preſerve thy Sin 
from all the Confpiracics of the Devil andhi 
Agents. Reunire our D:vifions, and make 
all of one heart, and of one mind : Preſerve tk 
King's Majeſty in Health, Peace, and Profpe 
rity : Give his Counſellors Wiſdom, his #4 
mies Victory, and all his Subje&ts Happines 
and Plenty. : 

Take inro thy Protection, all our Kind 
and Friends, detend their Bodies from dang 
and their Souls from Schiſin and - Error. ® 
merci'ul ro all men ; as thou haſt created ma 
kind for Happineſs, diſcover to them the Meat 
appointed by thy Wiſdom, ro bring themtl 
ther, and give them Grace to embrace theft 
c:0us offers of thy Providence. 

All theſe Mercics, and. others which tix 
knoweſt moſt needful for our well-being 


and our glorious Being hereafter, we hum 
4,64 
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beg by the Merirs and powerful Interceſſtoa of 
thy Chrift, and our Saviour, who hath raugar 
us thus to pray, Our Father, &c. 


FH Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Love 
of God the Father, and the Fellowſhip of the 
Holy Ghoſt, be with us all evermore. Amen. 


| — 


A Morning Prayer for a ſinzle Perſon. 


ILmighty God, by whoſe Gracious Provi- 
dence I am yer alive, and efcaped our of 
all che dangers and diftculrics of rhis mortal 
life, by whoſe merciful Protection I have been 


preſerved the laſt Niglt from all corporal and 


ipirirual Enemics : I adore thy Divine Mercy 


and Goodneſs, ſo vifibly expreſſed inevery mo- * F 


ment of my life. I praiſe thy Holy Name for 
this, and all orher favours received from thy 
Wiſdom and Power ; I glortftic thine infinite 
Majeſty, and acknowledge thee, O my God ! 
to be the Author of my Preſervation, as well as 
of my Bcing. Of my ſelf I am nor able ro re- 


6ſt the leaſt danger or Enemy ; were it nor for 
thy watchful Eye and Power, I had been long 
- ago in my Grave; bur thy Goodneſs hath yer 


ſpared me, notwithſtanding my unworthineſls, 
and the many provocations of my Life. 'O 
merciful Father, thy Blefings have been heaped 
upon me in abundance, though I have returacd 
thee for them all, nothing bur ingrarirude and 
When I make a retieftion upon my elf, 
and thy Liberaliry, upon my palt venaviour, 


fin. 


- and thy manifold Ble.iings beſtowed upon me 


trom day to day, I cannor bur wonder at rhe 


infinitencſs of thy Mercy, which could no: yet 


be 


] 
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fe exhauſted, nor diſcouraged by my unthank| yer 
ulneſs. Burt let the ſenſe of chy Love to meliiv 
change and alter the remper of my Soul, tlfar 
r210jurions of my Mind, and the actions of wiv; 
Life. Siffer me nor to preſume upon theſ* owlhe 
ward Expreſſions of thine Aﬀection to welſike 
but ler them infame my Soul with a fincerly 
1 ove tor thee my God, ard with a fervent zedlfhe 
ior thy Glory. Sutter me not to be overcomelhec 
by the powertul ren: prations of the Worid, nafyr 
'0 be drawn afide by the illurements of fin, Ie 
«am to {entible, Lord, of the weaknnels of mip 
own Nature, as not to fruft upon my ſtrength hel 
which hath io offen vielded to wicked enticefpin 
ments; ailiſt me thereiorc, my God, with ty pir 
Divine and Holy Spiris, defear rhe Devilsſup 
Lower, diſappoint all his malicious purpoſes, Þm 
and Jead 1ne through this wicked World in thy har 
Fath and Fear, Continuc alio thy Protectionfhne 
my weak. Body, preterve ime trom all Dar 
ers and Enemics,detend mo from all bloody andfy 
-ruel minded men,that Imay live tore below 
ris {cervice of my Generation, and 1n plorifſ- 
ing thee wy Creator. Blets tne in rhe Work 
of my Calling, give mc 2 conremed Mind, la | 
rified with the Events of thy Providence ; tay 
} may $ot complain of any thing thar tall hap 
mon Contrary To my delire and expectation, and 
a fall reſignation ro thy Will and Pleatare, Sub 
fr nor my Sou! robe too wich 3n foe with mV Min 
(elf nor with any thing hero below, that | 
ay avoid the pernicious Vices of Pride, ei 
-onceitednels, Coverouines, Ambirion, Lultf 
and Vanity, which in thele latrer days poſſesY 
ens rainds,and hurry them inrothe Iabyrinwy 
car jead ro Hell and Dan;nation. O T ord, | 
cilign my (Af iro the bands; I detire 10 db; 
ToUL ; =} 


— 
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thankÞpend upon thee, to be govern'd by thee, and to 
© meÞlive for thee. Enlighten therefore my Under- 
ll, tÞfanding with thy ſacred Truth, ſanctifie my 
of mill and Aﬀections with thy Bleſſed Spirit, and 
{2 owhhe longer 1 live, let me draw nearer to thy 
0 meſhikenels ; ſtrengthen my Soul with an aſſurance 
fincen won thy I.ove and Prorection, and pacifie all 
nt aalihe diforders of my Paitions, that wharfocyer 
rcomtfaconveniency 1 meet with in my converfarion 
d, nfere below, 1 may enjoy a quiet and peaccable i 
in, [ſemper of Spirir, which is {o acceptable in thy i 
of miffphr. Tn Protperity and Aavcriity, in Sick- [| ; 
ccenothieſs and in Health, grant me an_ equaliry of mn 
enticnind, not pufr up with the one, nor caſt down | | 


© i 
I 
. 


3 
th thiÞith the other : bur give me Grace, that bears ? 
Devilikg willingly my C res after Chriſt 5 Saviour, 
rpoſes. Fmey prets forward rowards that liumortalRe- 1 | 
in tiÞard which thou haſt 7reparce? for them that F B 
eftimhhe and fear thee. In whaitoerer condition thy 1 
_ Darfoxidence. ſhall be pleated ro oring me, give F þ 
dy and e ]befecch rice, a dilpotirion tuiable to it, I! { 
10Wlfatin following the holy Example of my glo- 1 
lorify- ous Redecmer, and invraring his Goodneſs | i 
Wor fey, Charity, Patience in ſuffering, Holineſs " 
0, 1K oiker Virtues, I may glorife thy Name os | 
; tnatfrch, grace rhe Profcition of thy true Religt- | 
[1 hap*Þ, and prepare my elf for Eternity, For that 
n, andFmoſe, grant that I may employ all my Ta- 
e, ut-Þs in thoſe gocd utes for which they arc de- 
ir m\M}ed, thar when I thall render UP My accounts 
rhat Ihee, I inay netbe aſhamed of my Actions, O i 
, felt my mind be fixed upon that terrible day, wht 
Luſty Il may live in expectation of ir, 'and order 1: 
poſſes Fboul and Body ready tor my diflolution, 4: 
-rinths! [humbly beteech thy Divine Majeſty to be ml 
ord, IFous, nor only to wy (cit, bur allo to all | 
ro de- Relations ; receive into thy Fayour and Pro- | 
vend | '._ tection, 1.8: 
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from Dangers and Enemies, and give them & 
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tection, all thoſe that are committed to my canſhi 
'Or that are near or dear unto me in Blood a 
Affinity ; preſerve their Souls from the Viet 


and Infetion of the rimes, and their Link 


| 


Grace, to ſerve and glorifie thee their God gf 
Earth. þ\ 

gend thy Bleflings upon the Societies aſc 
Kingdom unto which I belong, forgive our Nil 
tional fins, ſuſpend thy judgments that we haÞic 
deſerved, and if in rhy Wiſdom thou thinkTh 
fit to chaſtiſe us, deftroy us not utterly; Þ v 
bounds ro the rage of our Enemies, and let #) 
thy proceedings rowards us, make a fincere thy 
fortnation in the Land. Depriye us not far « 
ver of the comfort of thy Word and Ordin 
ces, bur prorect this thy Church from the if Let 
croachings of Schifſm and Idolarry. Rler 

Be merciful, O Lord, ro our King, deft. 
his Perſon from all his Enemies, and {kt 
wicked Deſigns proſper againſt him, but g! 
Wiſdom to his Counlellors, Succels to his 
dertakings, Victory to his Armies, Grace 
Fidelity ro®his Officers, 'Fruth and Log j E 
all his Subjects, and Health and long LikfF” 
his Majeſty. Be gracious to all his Rela th! 
make them Examples of Piety and Godlint N 
diſcover to them the truth of thy Goſpel, P's c 
give them all Grace to employ their CreditÞt ſo 
Authority in promoting thy Glory, and injft g 
raging thy true Religion againſt Error anda : 
amongſt us. Give us a Learned and Religgfv tr 
Clergy, a Wile and Pious Nobility, a \Frce 
and Virtuous Gentry, and ler all ſuch as a9an o 
any Offices of Truſt remember their Duſu pe 
thee, O God ; their Obliparions to their Pie, 
and his Subj2ts, and a&t w:th that Faitlecef 


4 
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y ca$þand Integrity, rhar they may diſcharge a 
od ad Concience, and approve themſelves bes 
» Viedethee as well as before Man. 
r Line gracious to all Narions, ſend them the 
hem jt of thy Goſpel, baniſh from them all miſts 
God Error and Herefie, pacifie the Tumulrs of 
|Vorld, and give to all People Grace to 
jes aſnowledge thee the true God, and Jeſus 
ur Niſt whom thou haſt ſer, to be the Univerſal 
we ngſ10ur. 
thinkSTheſe and all other Mercies, for them and 
ly ; © whole Church, I humbly beg for his ſake 
| lr @Merirs, who is dead, riſen again, and fits 
creMitby Right Hand, ro make Interceſſion for 
rt fr Our Father, &c. 
din | 
| the Let thy Grace, thy Power and thy Truth, 
xerve and accompany me all rhe days of my 
 defeqſure. 
d let 
zut fl 
his 4 Morning Prayer for «a young Perſon. 


race | 

yan Heavenly Father, my greay Creator and 
Ii ” Protector, thy Holy Name be praiſed for 

elawſſi thy Mercies, chiefly for the quier reſt of the 

odlinfſt Nighr. Ar every moment I teel the expreſ- 

pel, Þns of rhy goodneſs ; rhou ceaſeſt not ro ſhew 


— 


— — 


reditÞe ſome rokens of thy Liberaliry, ſince thou 
d ingſaſt given me this Being. Oerernal God, how 
and Wear and many are thy Mercies to me in thoſe 
Ccligges minutes thar I have ſpent in the World ; I 


a (ſerceive thar thou arr the incxhauſtible Foun- 
5 aan of all good, and the boundleſs Ocean of 
by W perfections. To thy Divine Majeſty there- 
irt6 
FaitliÞ 


efities of this weak Body and ſinful Soul, 
| which 


lite, I make my Addrefs to ſupply the daily . 
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which proceed fron BRE: Forgive, I biel 
thee, O my Cod, the miſtakes and frailtigh, 

ny.youh.-. As Ta: eniible of my freqy 
milCapriages, « awe me toro be fentibledttÞ, 
Mercy and- Pardon. 1 = entered nt 
World 11 2 ſtare of impertection, 1 carry 4 
me 4 Frong Inclinations to tin, and the brea 
ety ſacred I aws, which I cannot ſhake off & 
moment ; but gracious God, blot out allm 
ſniquiries, and attift with r! 'y Divine Spirit 
pions Retoſutions, and religious Temper of 
Soul, Tier halt promiſe! net to quench 
ſmoking Flax, nor  broak the bruiſed Reea, While 
to caſt awway a Trearure for ſome mperfedti It 
bur ro excourage tte nopeful beginnings of ti 
ty in Ma Perform this thy Promiie, 
God in my Grful Sov! ; increaſe what 's pg 


ak 
) 


rectine what is anifs, !anctifhe and puriket 
inner part of my lt from all the flethlyNhier 
lutions that 1 may be guilty of. Enlighten| - 


Underſtanding with a right knowledge oft 
Will and Word , give me thy heavenly Wild BI 
1nd a clear a preke 111o0n cf thoſe things thalfthe 
quireſt non Faith and Practice, Sufferk Ir 
no To be Carried away by the Unticeme tity pre 
Hereſie and Error ; _ 25S thou haſt cauſed gyge. 
70 bc born, and ntt! arec | by Baptiſm: 1nro rhevt me 
feilion of chy true Religion ; give me graceſit I 
reſiſt all the Temptations hat "may endeard rs 
todraw me from 1t,. and to continue in it toiren! 
laſt moment of my days. SanCctifie my WC a 
ind Aﬀections more and more, keep me fropre 1 
the infectious air of wicked Company, and on 
rious Converſation, Suffer me not to be caſtthe 
od away with the Vices of the Age, bur ſtrengp) te 
en my Refolations | in thy Faith and Fear, gy al 
2 that diſcretion and prudence, that 10k . 
percdl 
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 Srceive the fnares laid for mc, and know how to 
I bleÞ,n and avoid them,that7 may lead an innocent, 
lime and righteous Life ; keep me from the 
| ireq byrinchs of fin and wickedneſs, in which ma- 
vleatÞy are inſenfibly inrangled. And as my great 

mo Tk in the World is to ſerve thee, inable and 
TY Wgſt me in the proſecution of that Deſign, 
vreaFiike me to {ce the vanity of the World,and all 
© off Morldly advantages, that my tender Soul may 
| all my, be bewirched with any decentul enjoyments, 
Spiritfr char 1 may fſerrle my affections upon thee, 
er ofhr God, and live continually in expeCtarion of 
10) Sy approaching Change, and of the immortal 
ea, Aſefſions, where true Joys are to be found. 

rectus Tbeſech thee alſo, merciful Father, to ſend 
3s of th continue to me all things needful for my 
© Ok Body, grant me Life and Health, that I 


1s gy y glorifie thee on this fide the Grave, as thou 
rific Hit plorifie mie on the other fide. Enable me 


thy @ferve my Generation, and to do good in the 
hcenForld, that I may not be ſaid ro live in vain. 
ic Of Beale my Gifts and Talents and thy Tempo- 
Wilde Bleflings, ard give me a Heart te diſpoſc 
LA them according ro thy Will. Prejerve me 
ufterfm all Jangers and Enemies, ſuffer them not 
ner prevail upon me, bur limit their malice and 
uſed gfe. I cruſt upon thy Power and Protection ; 
rhepteme have the experience of it at every ſtep 
gracefit I ſhall make, and accompany all my endea= 
deargurs and aCtions wirh ſucceis and blefling. 
It tofrengthen my Soul with a reliance upon thee, 
ny We a fubmifiicn to thy Will in 311 chings ; pre- 
e fire me ro bear rhe Crotfes that thou wilt lay 
andFon me, and atfft we through the Troublcs 
e caſthe Wor!d, by thy Divine Spirit. Imprine 
ren} tear in my render Soul, give me a fenie of 
, 890) all-ſceing Eye, and injinite Preſence, that I 
I m8: may 
ercel 
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may dread thy Juſtice and Power, as well aff 
love thy Mercy and Goodneis,and be kepr fy : 
all extravagancies of Life ; thar I may wi 
continally as in thy Preſencc,and in expecanfÞ 
either of Rewards or Puniſhments, accord; 
ro my Actions. Grant me, I befeech thee, F 
overflowing Goodneſs, all the conveniencig? 
this Life ; ſanctifie what thou haſt already 
ven, and make me uſeful, and a Comforty 
my Relations. Be merciful ro them alk; F 
pray thee protect, preſerve and keep thenf* 
theſe troubleſome times ; defend their Bol 
from Death and Danger, and their Souls fff 
Error and Vice, Preſerve the King's Maj: 
and all the Royal Family in Hea!th and Hy 
neſs. And ſend to all this Nation a continux 
of Peace and Proſperity, with a real Refomfſ! 
tion of their Lives. Grant theſe and ill of 
Mercies, neceflary for them and thy wh” 
Church, through and by the Mediation andy 
rious Interceſſion of my Bleſſed Saviour, wh 
' hath thus raughr me to ſum up all my inp 
fe Prayers, Our Father, &c, | 


Let thy merciful kindneſs, O Lord, be upoill 
like as T do put my truſt in thee. Pſal, 33.1 


pp 


—__ 


A Morning Prayer for a younger Perſon. þ 


() Almighry God, who haſt ſaved me 
ill this time, preſerved me from my 
ther's Womb, and guarded me from the « 
oers of the laſt Night; Thy Holy Name 
raiſed for this, and all other Expreſſions 
Morey and Goodneſs ro me ; give me gia» 
employ this Life-which thoy ſpareſt me !0 


UIN 


ell ,fþoour and Glory; keep me from fin and 

Femprations, and whatſoever mighr prejudice 
Soul or my Body.I recommend my ſelf into 
hands and protection; ſave me from the dan- 
Fs and inconveniencics of this Life; grant me 
SWiſdom and thy Fear,inereaſe in mySoul all 
wledge, give me a right underſtanding of 
S Will, and Grace to practiſc it, Preſerve 
from the Vices of the Age, from the Al- 
rements of fin, and the Corruprions of the 
nes, Seaſon my tender Soul with a Love for 
my God, and a fincere dread of rhy Pow- 
and Divine Majeſty. Protect me in the Pro- 
, Won of rhy rrue on, and bleſs me with 
"Yricual and Temporal Bleflings ; and gran 
that holy Reſolution and Temper, thar I 
y ſo live in this Life, and fo fpend my days, 
[1 may attain ar laſt ro Everlaſting Life. 
reſerve my Parents, Relations, and thoſe 
pm thou haſt placed over me, in health and 
ſperity ; ſend them an increaſe of all thy 
flings ; fave the King's Majeſty from all his 
emics, grant him health and proſperity, and 
whole Nation peace and happineſs, for Je- 
S$Chriſt his ſake. Our Father which art in 
Cs ten, &Cc, 
33+ 2 

The Lord preſerve my going out, and my com- 

#n, from this time forth, and for evermore. 

/on. en. Pal. 121. 8. 
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the « A Morning Prayer for a Child. 

_ Nrto thee, lift I up mine Eyes, O thou 


| ora... that dwelleſt in the Heavens. P/al. 123.1. 
_ Thy HolyName be praiſed, for the laft Ni - 
e 
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88 The dime -irt of Prayer, 
Reſt:-and Preſervation, protect me alſo this j 
from all dangers, bodily and ſpiritual, WS! 
me from fin, teach me rhy Ways, 2rd Y 
thy truce Wiſdom ; increaſe my abilities to - 
thee: bleſs me in my endeavours and ati 
janRtifie my Soul and Body ; give me the 
derſtanding of thy Word and Laws, af * 
Hearr to practice them : keep me 1n thely b. 
_ of thy true Religion, and from them 
ed acligns of gre” and Idola try ; imprint} n 
fcar in my tender Soul, and a ſenſe of thier 
Snite Preſence, rhat I may glorifie thee hereÞar 
Earth, O my ' Creator and Heavenly Fad, 
and ar lait attain to rhat Glory which tnoulhis 
promiſed to thoſe that ſha!! obey thy fagyhy, 
Commands. Bleſs and preforve my Par by 
Kindred and Relations ; fave the Sings 
ty, and grant him Health anc Profperity. Yor. 
this I beg from thine infit'te Cocdnels, for Tr 
fas Chriſt his ſake, my on!y S 1viour and Mi; 
ator, who hath raughc me tits to Pray. 8 
Eitrer, &e. 
ind 


{ofſed be the Led God of rur Iſrael, frnDl. 
AN.1 f "FI: / 16 ithout Er Nctl. Amen + ind 
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AN £7 'E 271g F 3 Prayer fo i ve = | prevat FT of EF. 11751) Y _ : 
72i7 to the Brok of Com: non-Prayer; 
/ere Cole Ie; for tire Temes. 


Ic 
f ord, corredt us, bur with judgment Fee 
in thine Anger, eſt thou bri ing us 10J6g] 

thine. tl:de thy Face {rom onr Sins, and G 
out all onr Iniquiries, Jer. 10. 24. Ped Sf Br 


Alwif 


mighty and moſt Merciful Father, we 
0 thsÞ have erred and ftrayed from thy Ways like 
ral, WSheep. We have followed roo much the de- 
grants and defires of our own Hearts. We have 
es tokhnded againkt thy Holy Laws. We have left 


| aQigflone thoic things which we onghr 10 have: 


e the ; and we have done thote things which we 
S, ht not ro have fone, and there 1s no Health 
| thel s Bur thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
chemſſerable Offenders. Spare thou them, O God, 
print! ih confeſs their faults. Reſtore thou them 
| thinekare penitenr 3 according to thy Promites 
'e herefared unro Mankind, m Chriſt jJelns our 
y Fald,, And grant, O moſt merciful Father, 
thou iis wk That we may hereatrcr live a 


y fag, righteous, and jober life, vo the glory 
& Ul fr 10! \y MN aſe, Am 5 
wa EET 
rity Ird, hay a INCTCY nyo us: $7 -} Th 
S, for br; We have M2rcy Upen 112, #1] 7 Gown narthe 
a! 's; a 4 a 
nd Med; oy Ws zl, ' Oterr $37.9. 7.1! ty 


ay. Wir Error which wrt, &C. 
Lord, IncwW | iy NCITy UPO ILY 
ind grant us thy (alvaricr 
fmÞLord, ive the King. 
nen. |  mercifully hear us, when we call oper: 


adne thy Minifters with Righteoutnets, 

Ind make thy choſen People joyful. 

- WLord, fave thy Poopic, 

| wot ble thine _—c 

Þ!1c peace 11 our time, O ] ord. '-.- 

10% F HA LACTIC IS NONC orhict rl nat fighter {or 11s, 
S 10 only thou, O God. 

ana God, make clean our. tecarts wirchin-us. 
! 5lifled take nor thy Holy Soivic trom vs. 


[mi Ainvghty 
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A Eighty and everlaſting God, who kW 
nothing that thou haſt made, and doſt di 
give the fins of all them thar are penitent ; off 
ate and make in us new and contrite Head 
thar we worthily lamenting our ſins, and; 
knowledging our wretchedneſs, may obtain! 
thee the God of all Mercy, perfect remifh 
and forgiveneſs, through Jeſus Chriſt ourly j 
df 


Amen, 
Q God, from whom all Holy Defires, #*, 
good Counſels, and all juſt Works $1© 
proceed, give unto thy Servants that paſſin 
which the World cannot give, that both oſt 
Hearts may be ſer ro obey thy Commandmay 
and alſo that by thee we being defended a) 
the fear of our Enemies, may paſs our time 
reſt and quietneſs, through the merits of Jelutt 
Chriſt our Saviour. Amen. ) 


[ 
n | 


Fs 

J Jghten our Darkneſs, we beſeech thee, (ri! 
Lord, and by thy great mercy defend 

from all perils and dangers of this night, ford = 

Love of thy only Son our Saviour Jeſus Chiff 1 


Amen. WI 


Mm 
Adm=ighty God, who ſeeſt thar we hayeqpoit! 
power of our ſelves ro help our ſelwte 
keep us both outwardly in our Bodies ; andifitar 
wardly in our Souls : thar we may be defenſe 
from all Adverſiries which may happen to (&e: 
Body, and from all evil Thoughts which mts 
aſſault and hurt the Soul, through Jeſus Ch th 
our Lord. Amen. | 


O Almighry God, who alone canſt order h 
unruly Wills and Aﬀections of ſinful Mat t 
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> kaſynt to thy People char they may love the thing 
oft hich thou commandeft, and deſire that which 
t ; oſſu doſt promiſe, ſo thar among all the ſundry 
Head manifold changes of the World, our Hearts 
and $7 ſurely there be fixed, where true Joys are 
ain $be found, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


emilg 
ar Lo j Lord, who never faileſt ro help and govern 
them, whom thou doſt. bring up in thy 
dfafſt Fear and Love, keep us, we beſeech 
res, $*, under rhe protection of rhy good Provi- 
orks (ce, and make us to have a perpetual Fear 
t pad Love of thy Holy Name, through Jeſus 
oth leriſt our Lord. Amen. 
dment 
ed fff God, whoſe never failing Providence or» 
time” dereth all things, both in Heaven and 
of Jt ; we humbly beſeech rhee, ro pur awa 
Þm us all hurtful chings,and to give us choſe 
Fings which be profirable for us, through Jeſus 
thee, (aniſt our Lord. Amen, 
fend | 
ford DE merciful, O Lord, ro this Church and: 
; Cid” Nation ; puniſh us not according toour de- 
rings, bur ler thy Mercy protect and fave us 
Im the evil hands of all our reſtleſs Enemies. 
harepntinue thy Word and Goſpel amongſt us, re- 
ſelyÞaite our ſenſeleſs Diviſions ; open the Eyes and: 
 andiÞearts of all our Difſenting and diſaffected Bre- 
lefenlſſ8en ; rhat rhey may embrace rhy Truth, ſer 
1 to Fe all Prejudice, and joyn with us thy Ser- 
ich mfants in rhe ſincere Worſhip of thee the rrue God: 
s Chil this we beg for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. Amen. 


God, for as much as withour thee, we are 
;dertÞ>” nor able ro pleaſe rhee, mercifully granr, 
al Meat thy Holy Spirit may in all rhings direct and 

ir rule 


Ig1 
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rule our Hearts, through Jeſus Chriſt our Logdh 
Amen. L} 

. j{f 

. - x | an 
() Almighty God, - who art a ſtrong Tow ” 
of detence unto thy Servants, againſt this 
face of their Encinics : We 1 ield thee Praiſeas: 
Thankſgiving, for our Deliverance from thok S 
great and apparent Dangers we have been caywil 
paſſed with, We acknowlewge it thy goodnels;th,, 
we are not delivered over as 2 Prey unto thenghg 
beleeching thee {till ro continue fuch thy Maſy 
Cics to us, to diſcover all hellith Plors contrivlify, 
againſt. our King, Rel:g:ion and Country, ally; 
ro diſappoint all the black Det:igns of our blu, 
dy Enemies : thar all the World may know tha, 
thou art” our Sayiour and m:ghty Delivernſpe,, 
through Jens Chrift our Lord. Amen, nd 
be þ 
Lord our God, who upholeft and govemſie ( 
ft all rhings in Heaven and Earth, recenfijye 
our Humble Praycrs for our Lovcraign Lottye | 
the King, ſer over us by thy Grace and Proviffke 
dence. And lo together with bim, Bleſs tj 
whole Royal Family ; that they ever rruſtng py 
in thy gooanels, protected by thy Power, all G, 
clowned with thy gracious and cnualc!s Fayoun Pj 
may continue before thee in Heart, Peace, af a, 
and Honour,a long and happy Life upon Ear p, 
and after Dcath obtain eycriaſtics; Lite and Cl g 
ry in the Kingdom oi Heaven, by the Men Br 
and Mediation of Feirs iz our SaviotfChri 
AMEN, Gr 
#, C 


Leſs, we beicech thee, Q ford, our Bike) O 
Prieſts, and Deacons, with true Knowle A, 

and Underſtendin: of thy Word. and that bt 
by their Preactur g ar] iy} ne, they may ſrl 
for 
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r Lodferch and ſhew ir accordingly, enable them all 
fÞ be fairhful in their great cruſt, in the mainte- 
ance of thy true Religion, againſt the Incroach- ''F 
Townes of Popery, Hereſic, Schiſm and Prophane- "| 


nſt tiefeſs, Bleſs rhe Lords of the Council, and all Us + 
lleathe Nobiliry, Magiſtrares and Gentry, with Ih. 
1 thilfrace, Wiſdom, and Underſtanding of thy If. 
n anill and Word. Give to all Nations quietneſs E 
els.thh, peace, and to this thy People give Unity | 
thengad Happineſs. Help the weak-hearred, raiſe | 
7 Map them char fall, ſubdue Satan under our Feer. ' 


niKomfort all that are in Tribulation ; preſerve 
7, Wl that are in danger ; ſhew thy pity ro Prifo- 
r bers and Caprives. Provide for the Fatherleſs, 
w ithte Widows, and all that are Oppreſſed. Have 
vere jercy upon all Men. Forgive our Enemies, f 
ad turn rheir Hearrs. Preierve for our Uſe 
te kindly Fruirs of the Earth. Endue us with 
ovemthe Grace of thy Holy Spirit, and amend our | 
ecralives according to thy Holy Word. All this 1 
| Lotlipe beſeech rhee ro grant us, for Jeſus Chriſt his 
Provifike. Amen. 
is te 
Win From our Enemies defend us, O Chriſt. [| \# 
', Ui Gracioufly look upon our Afjlici ions. 'Þ 
YOU Pirifully behold che ſorrows of our Hearts. ''Y 
e,|q Mercifully forgive the Sins of thy People. | 
LI Fayourably with mercy hear our Prayers. | 
GCN O Son of David hav? mercy upon us. i 
Men Boch now and ever vouchlafe to hear us, O | | 
1:00Chriſt, | | 
Gracioufly hear us, O Chriſt, graciouſly hear by. 
#, O Lord Chriſt. | 
iſto O Lord let thy mercy be ſhewed upon us. þ | 
vleck As we ao put OUT Truſt in thee. |'Þ 
it bdt 
- ſeth 
fori 
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WE humbly beſeech thee, O Father, mer 
cifully ro look upon cur infirmities, | 4; 
for the Glory of thy Name, turn from us | 
thoſe Evils that we moſt righreouſly have delers. 
ed ; and grant thar in all our Troubles, we my 
pur our whole Truſt and Confidence 'in thy ( 
mercy, and evermoreſerve thee in Holineſs wo 
pureneſs of Living, to thy Honour and Glay,| 
through our only Mediater and Advocate, [e| mit 
ſus Chriſt-our Lord. Amen. ſn! 
ma 
Revent us, O Lord, in all our doings wit|eve 
thy -moſt gracious Favour, ard further w|(clit 
with thy continual help, that in all our Workſabc 
begun, continued and ended in thee ; we mayſtati 
glorifie thy holy Name, and finally, by tywg 
mercy, obrain everlaſting .Lite, through JewHo 
Chritt our Lord. Amen. - 
c 


A Emighty God, who haſt given us Grace a|nil 
£4 rhis time with one accord, to make owe 
common 1upplications unto thee, and doſt-pro-ft 
miſe, that when rwo or three are gathered toge|af 
ther in thy Name, thou wilt gran: their Re-Jow! 
queſts : Fultl now, O Lord, the deſires andide 
petitions of rhy Servants, as may be moſt erſjro 
pedient for them ; granting us in this Worllſ0t 
knowledge of thy Truth, and in rhe World nſ{s, 
cowe lic eycriaiting. Amen. on 
upc 

HE Grace of our Lord Foſus Corift, 1nd t#|der 

Love of God, and the Fellowj;:ip of the liroar 
ly Gi1oft, be with ws all couermore, Amen, Per 


4 
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| tner 
, Ul 4y Evening Prayer for a whole Family, ſuitable 
A al to the times. 

elery. 


7 may 0; Merciftul God, here we thine unworthy 
n | Servants are proſtrate before thee, ar the 
ls ad[clole of rhis day, loaden with thy manifold 
loy,|Mercies, to acknowledge the weakneſſes and 
e, ſe[niſcarriages of our Lives, and ro bewail the 
infulneſs of our Natures. Our Iniquities are 
many, and our Tranſgreffions are multiplied 
$S with|every day. Woe feel within us a forward in- 
her w|clination to that which is unlawful; we carry 
Workjabour us a Body of Sin, and the leaſt Temp- 
e may[ation draws us aſide from thy holy Ways.How 
y thy[iegligenr have we been of thy Commands 2 
| Jaw[How vitious in our Lives 2 How careleſs in our 
Duties > How unthankful for all thy Mercies ? 
Wecan give no account of the number of our 
ace a |miſtakes, for rhey are numberleſs. Therefore 
e.orJwe humble our ſelves before thee in a deep ſenſe 
t pro-jof our own finfulneſs and unworthineſs ; we 
| roge-Jeaſt away all contidence and reliance upon our 
Ir Re-Jown Merits. But we come to thee with a Con- 
s andjidence upon Chrift's Merits, truſting upon his 
| exſromiſes and gracious invitations, For his fake, 
Vorll]0 merciful Father, forgive us all our Treſpaſ- 
rd nfs, magnifie rhy Divine goodneſs, by the par- 
don of our grear and hainous Ottences. Look 
upon the Aronement made for us, and in confi- 
11 ti[deration of the precious Blood of our great Savi- 
12 tirſoar, ſpile for our Redewprion, accepr of our 
Perlons, and Prayers ar this time. Take not 
way from us only the guilr, bur allo the cor- 
ruption of fin, that we may not continue 1n 
our Proyocarions againft thy Divine Majeſty. 
- | thou haſt ge. us a ſ{cnie of our Ignorance 


K 2 | and 
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and Weakneſs; give us the proper Remedie 
ro theſe rwo Evils, enlighren our Underſtand. 
ings more and more with thy Blciled Truth; 
purifie our Wills from all unregenerate affed;- 
ons ; {anctifie and change the whole frame of 
our Souls according to thy revealed Will. Fa 
that purpoſe, grant vs we beſcech thee, goul 
Ged, an increaſe of all our Graces, give lit 
and growth ro theſe ſeeds of Holineſs and In- 
morraliry ; ftrengrhen the Intereſt of Piety i 
every one-of us, - with a holy dread of thy Pow: 
er and: Juſtice, and a bleiſed Love for thee out 
God,who only arr lovely.Open our Eyes,thatwe 
may perceive the Beaury and Excellency of Vir 


rue,and the filrhine(s and danger of thoie fins we. 


have been molt inclinable to practile. Lerthe 
woful circumltances of our Bulom Luſts, vifble 
by our own experience a: d others Examplesre 
claim us betimes ro an Obesicnce to thy ſacred 
Laws ; makecus truly tenfibie borh of the ſhame 
that attends upon Sin, and of rhe miſery tha 
conſequently follows it, that we may begin the 
grear work of Repentance ber:mes, and vige- 
rouſly profecure ir, ill we have brought under 
all our irregular inclinations, which are lo im 
perious in tne Children of difobedicnce. Make 
us clean Hearts, O God, and renew a right Sr 
ri: within us : Purite our Souls from all Inte 
ction, from all evil Thoughts, wicked Aﬀed: 
ons, and finful Detigns; above all, keepÞ 
from the reigning {in of Hypocritie, that 
may be ſincere in our Profeiiion, and that 
may nor deceive our ſelves, by thinking to & 
ceive others. As cur great bulinels on this fit 
Tic G rave, 1s to ierve tlce our greal Creatd, 
and prepare cur ſelves for Eternity ; alfilt 
merciiully it our endeavours 1ciating "_—_ 
;reci 


Eye 
ſhelr 
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lirect, comfort, and ſuccour us againſt all 
Temprations ; give us Hearts and Lives, that 
we way adorn the Goſpel of our Saviour 
Chriſt. Ler neirher the inticements of Sin, nor 
the ſuggeſtions of the Devil,nor che allurements 
and vanities of the World, draw us away from 
thee, our good God, nor from the Profeiiion of 
thy ſacred Truth. Keepus from evil Examples 
and wicked Company and Perſwafions, and 
from the Corruptions of rhe rime. As thou 
haſt been gracious ro our Forefarhcrs in this 
Land, in preſerving them and their Religion 
from all bloody deſigns and atremprs ; continue 
thy proreCtion ro us their Children. Preſerve 


thy Goſpel in this Nation; defend us from He- 


refie, Idolatry, and Schiſm : Unite us all in 
love and aftection one towards another, and in 
conformity ro thy Will in all rhings. Remove 
the differences and prejudices that are anag#t 
us, that we may einbrace one another, as Bre- 
thren defigned {or the ſame Happineſs, ſancti- 
fied by rhe ſame Spirit, and redeemed by rhe 
ſame Chriſt, 

O gracious God, watch over us we beſeech 
thee, ler nor the Crafr and Power of our bloody 
Adverlaries prevail, or overcome the Profeſlors 
of thy Golpel. Defeat all their wicked endea- 
yours againſt our Prince and his People, and 
diſcover and diſappoint all their Pots, I. ct Re- 
ligion and Trurch flouriſh in our days, and keep 
us all trom Prophancncis and Error. Seud thy 
Bletiings ro this Family, here humbled betore 
thee, and ro every member of ir, As thou haſt 
received us into thy Protection, grant us a con- 
tinuance of it this Night eſpecially. Let the 
Eye of thy Providence be awake over us, to 
ſhelter and preferve us when we ſkall be atlep. 
KR 3 Keep 
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Keep us all from fearful Dreams and Apprehen 
ſions, and finful Fancies. Let nothing injure 
either our Souls or onr Bodies ; bring us ſafe 
through the ſhadows of the Night, ro behold the 
Glory of another day, and feel again the mani- 
fold exprefſions of thy great goodneſs to us. 
Lord, we depend upon, and truſt only in the 
Thou alone haft been rhe Saviour of our Per: 
ſons thar belong ro thee, defend rhem we be. 
teech thee from the malice of the Devils, and 
rhe atremprs of bloody-minded Men, and from 
all accidents and dangers whatſoever, that we 
may yet live ro praiſe and glorifie thee here on 
Earth, and do ſervice to our Generarion. 

Send thy Blefiing ro all Princes and Mag 
ftrares, eſpecially ro our King, and all Goyer- 
nours under him in Church and Stare ; preſerye 
him from all rebellious Defigns and Artemprsof 
our Enemies, and give all our Rulers grace to 
employ their Credir, Power, and Authority in 
the maintenance of thy "Truth and Honour; 
and in the ſuppreſſion of Atheiſm, Vice, Pre- 
phaneneſs, and whatſoever agrees nor with ſound 


Doctrine. Give ſucceſs to their pious endex |. 


yours, Victory to our Fleers and Armies, Life 
and ſafety ro all the Noble Souls thar watch & 
ver us, or fight for us. Diſappoint all the wick- 
ed deſigns of Antichriſt, ſcatter and fubdue alt 
his bloody. Agents, and ler thy Goſpel and Will 
be known to all the Nations under the Sun. 
Theſe and all other Mercies eonvenient for 
our Souls and Bodies, we humbly beg for the 
ſake and Merits of that immaculare Lamb, who 
is dead for us, and now makes interceffion at 
thy right hand ; and we conclude theſe our in- 
perfect Prayers, with his moſt perfect Form, 
Our Father which art, &C. | % 


T HE Peace of God which paſſeth all Un- 


derſtanding, preſerve our Hearrsand Minds 


in the Knowledge and Love of God, and of his 
Fon Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. The Bleſſing of God 


Almighty, Farher, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be 


with us all evermore. Amen. 


"CRT 


An Evening Prayer for a ſingle Perſon. 


'0 Being of Beings, the great Creator of the 
World, and preferver of Mankind, by 
whole gracious goodneſs I am now alive, and 
brought ſafe through the many dangers and in- 


conveniencies. of this mortal Life, to the cloſe. 


ef this day. I humbly acknowledge thy Pro- 
vidence, and merciful Prorection. Thou haſt 
fed me with thy Creatures, defended me by thy 


Power, inſtructed me in thy Truta, admitted - 


me into thy Church ; for theſe, and all other 
Mercies received from thy boumitul hand, I 
return thee my homage and Thanks, and con= 


fels my ſelf unworthy of the meaneſt of thy Fa- 
'yours, by realon of rhe many Provocations that 


Tam guilty of, O Lord, I have finned againſt 
Heaven, and againſt thee, and am no more 
worthy ro be called thy Son ; my Tranſgretit- 
ons are multiplied every day, and mine Iniqui- 
ties are wirhout number, How eaſily have I 
yielded to the Power of Temprarions! how of- 


ten have I] bragen thy ſacred Laws! Gracious © - - | | 


God, be merciful, be merciful ro me a Sinner z 
blor our all mine Iniquities, and forgive me tor 


the ſake of my dear and only Saviour, who 15. 


dead, and intercedes for me. Accept his Sa- 
crifice and Mediarion for my poor Sonl, griev- 
ed with rh& ſenſe of Sin. Give me true Repen- 
KR 4 Face, 
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rance and that Frame of Spririt and Holy Rel 
lution, unto which thou haſt promiſed in th 
Holy Word, Mercy and Forgiveneſs. As tha 
haſt begun the Work of Reformarin in ne 
perfect ir, I beſecch thee, by the continual in 
fluences of thy Holy Spirit ; forſake me na, 
good God, nor leave me to my wretched {ef 


ur ler thy Truth and Wiſdom direct my Un;! 


derſtanding, and thy grace govern wy Will i 
the practice of Picty, Suftcr me not ro bes 
vercome by the mittakes are inticemcnts of Sn 
and Saran ; defend my Soul from all wicke 
impreſſions, and infections of the World. & 
thou haſt redeemed me for thy ſelf, 1ct nor Vice 
nor Error draw me from thee, nor the dange- 
rous Allurements of Earthly Vanities, bur 
my dependency is upon thy Power, let my ex- 
pectarion of Happineſs be frem thy Bounry,and 
my delight in fulfilling thy holy "W11l. Strength: 
en and increaſe in me all goodneſs. Ir ever 
day bring me nearer ro thee, and to that Purity 
and Holineſs, without which no man ſhall ſee 
thy Face. Time, thar carries me 2pacc to my 
cold Tomb, minds me of an Erernity, of a Re 
ſurrection, and the laſt Judgment. Prepare 
me, I befeech thee, for this laſt Aiiizes, and 
thar terrible Day, wherein every Man ſhall give 
up an account of his Actions, before a Rights 
ous and Imparrtial Judge. Grant thar I may 
tivd Mercy and Fayour at the hands of my great 
Redecmer, and be admitted inzo the Joys of 
his Paradiſe. 

And z#s I am now poing to Iye down to re 
freſh my weary Body with reſt, bleſſed God, 
be merciful ro me this Night, prorect me from 
all dangers and evils. Suffer not the Malice of 


the Devils, nor of wicked Men, to hurt this 
out- 


- 
bf, a r 
ade on ns 3. ..” 
” RW 4 
= L we 
we! 25d 
. 
A , 
. 


| T he divine Art of Prayer, 20T 
ourward Tabernacle, nor the precious Soul that 
is within ; Keep from meall rroubleſcm iIreams 
and Thoughts ; and whether ſleeping © wak- 
ing, ler my Mi: d be armcd with a rejiancc up- 
on thy Goodneſs and Power; grant me « no» 
derare Reſt, that I may be better enabled to 
ſerve thee in my Generation, and procced on 
inthe Employmenr, unto which thy Providence 
hath called me. In which, let my chief aim 
be ro advance thy glory, rather than my own 
ſordid Intereſt, and ro mind the careful ma- 
nagement of all rhe Talenrs which thou haſt 
pur into my hands, that I may, as a good Ser- 
rant and Steward, improve and increaſe them. 

Look in mercy upon all my Relations, where- 
bever they be ; ler thy Grace, thy Truth and 
Goodneſs accompany and prorect them, during 
heir abode here below. Crown with the chot- 
ceſt of rhy Bleflings our Religious King, ſhield 
tim from the wicked attempts of all his Enc- 
mics, and give him long Lite, Hcalth and Pro- 
perity now, and at laſt reccive him into ever- 
aſting Happineſs. Bleſs all his Royal Relati- 
ms, givetl.cm all Grace ro be infirumenral in 
pomoring the intereſt of rhy Truth, Godlineſs 
nd Virtue ; thar they may anſwer the good ends 
br which thou haſt pur ſo much power into their 
Hands. Bleſs all Governours and Magiltrares, 
five them Grace to prefer thine Honour and 
Glory to all other corrupt purpoſes wharſoever. 
Defend this Nation from all Plots and Conipi- 
racies, defeat the Deſigns of all our Enemies, 
ad diſappoint all Combinations: againſt ir. 
If thou wilr afflict us, good God, let it be for 
atime ; rake not thy Truth and Goſpel from us 
and our Poſterity ; and ſanctike all rhy Judg- 


ments and Mercies ro us, that they may _ 
all 
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and produce in us that Reformation, and th 
Graces for which they are intended. Sprex A 
thy Goſpel and Truth all over the World, pul | ;- 
down Antichriſt, ler all Nations underſtand O 
Will, and readily ſubmir unto ir. Be mer. 
ful unto all Sons and Daughters of Afiction, ue of 
comfort and ſuccour all fick Perſons, and ſuf | * 
as are grieved with the lofs of Goods, Frieny;19'd. 
or Relations. Be thou their good God and 
viour 1n thy que time, giving rhem'grace y 
ſubmit ro thee, ro truſt upon thee, and t6 ex |4 Proj 
ped from thy mercy alone, a ſeaſonable ai /P! 
proper Remedy ro all their preſſures and tray 
bles. And now, blefled Lord, I recommed C 
my ſelf again into thy merciful hands, and ! 
clude theſe my imperfect Prayers with that moſt |Merc) 
perfect Form recommended ro us by my good |r6an 
Saviour, in whoſe Name I beg, and for whoſe |*h10 
ſake I intrear thee, O merciful Father, grant |*VEr 
me theſe my Requeſts, and all orher Mexcis lens © 


which thon knoweſt needful for my Soul all} 


Body. Our Father, &Cc. tro 
f _— Taber 
— [nth a 

Prayers before Meal. ireng 


(7 exf 
-CEnd down thy Blefling, good God, up rae, 

rheſe rhy Crearures that we are now t0 ke E 
parrakers of. Inable them ro feed our Bod|F** 
recruir our weakneſs, and ftrengthenus to ſe: 
and glorifie thee on Earth, rhat we may receit oh 
from thee the Rewards of thy Servants in Heunte 


yen. This we beg for Jcſus Chriſt his fat ap . 


Amen, 


Neat | 
Want, 


Andtht With | 


=» 
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. Another. Prayer before Meat, for a Child. 
h (320D God bleſs me and theſe Creatures 


thar we are to receive, thar in a moderate 
Ke i of them we may be enabled to ſerve and glo- 

?Iifie rhee on Earth, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Ilord. Amen. 


tt 


[— 


th 

ns 

Ja 

(i) 

x [4 Profitable Meditation at the ſight of a Table 
nd [pread or covered with Food for our Bodies. 
NW 
nd 
Oe 


| A OW often havel taſted and felt the good- 
neſs of my God ! He is that full Ocean of 

Mercy and Sweetneſs, from whence theſe 
a (\reams proceed by various diſpenfations and 
J [nerhods, He is that bottomleſs Fountain that 
xver will be exhauſted. Here, here are to- 
ig (ens of his Love to us, and care of our preſer= 
of tion, before our Eyes. Thele Crearures are 
ent ro mend the daily breaches of this ourward 
Tabernacle, ro recruit our Mortal Weaknefles 
—|ith a freſh ſupply, to corrobare the decaying 
trengrh of Nature with new Spirirs. We ſec, 

hy experience, thar theſe Bodies that God hath 
tade, he is careful ro maintain, and by the In- 
[hence of the Heavens, and the Fruirfulneſs of 
4 [&e Earth, to furniſh them with all their Wants. 
(0 wonderful Providence ! How full and plen- 
rjatul are thy Srores / that ſo great a ſhare 1s ap- 
winted for me. How rich is that Bounty, that 
#|Uer all my fellow Creatures, ſo many Millions 
n number, are provided, vouchſates me fo 
treat a Lor and large Portion. He can never 
want, that entertains a good Correſpondence 
[Wh the great Puryeyor of Mankind, whilſt 


the 
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the Avenucs and Conveyances are open. O fuſRain 


not up thy mercy from us ; for ler my Eftw|fvr 


be never ſo grear, and the proviſion for my Iyſ{enc 
dy be never fo large, alas theſe poor ſenſelghour 
Creatures cannot benefir me without thy Blew 
ſing accompanies them. Theſe morſels may as - 
ſoon choak as feed me ;- without that inviſhlwigh 
Virtue which thou alone canſt ſend along withan 
them. I humbly crave it ar rhy hands, mjibuſc 
good God; let not my Sins ſower or poilnſ{i6s * 
thefe thy Mercies. Let me not truſt roo mugþicſe 
upon theſe ourward affiftances of Life arincy 
Heaith,bur as by thy continual proceedings,haſfine ! 
hat raughr me ro depend chicfly upon thy Libs|« po 
rality, let me look up ro, and expect from theſalt : 
daily food and nouriſhment ; grant me a thankſ(lN0! 
ful Hearr, never to forget ſo great a goodneks [es c 
Bur the ſweerneſs thar I am coing to reliſh ſours 
minds me of the ſweetneſs of thar Bounty fromſfr 1 
whence ir procceds, and of the greatneſs of tyÞthe 
Divine Wiſcom, that harh baired all neceſſaqſ#d 4 
actions of our life, with a natural delight adit re 
pleaſure, How raviſhing maſt the FountanaPy 
Gocdnels bs, fecing theſe drops conveyed unttÞew: 
ns, ar ſuch a diſtance, are lo pleaſing to ol Bu 
Palats. God thar now entertains my Beingkſ#my 
far from his inunediare Preſence, inrends oxavine 
day ro draw me nearer to himſelf, to live wilſſous 
him for ever. Then the Divine Goodnels {part © 
refreſh and comfort me withour the cold aſl 
ance of inferior things ; then rh& ſmiles of Goliſfte kr 
Countenance ſtall be conveycd ro us, not C 
Reflections and ar ſecond hand, bur more Pt v] 
mediarely, We ſhall then fee as we are ſen. ir 
and ſolace our ſelves (during the numberleſs Jt lc 
ges of an Ererniry) in the preſence of this godſmaug 


God, where we ſhall want ncirher —_ "=; 
ajmeny 
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) fuſRaiment, bur theſe corrupr Bodies ſhall be freed 
[fm all the ſlavery of the Elements and depen- 
/ Beſdence upon them 5 for we ſhall depend upon 
ſelglur God alone, and him only ſhall we ſerve. | 
Bl|For t-7.s Corruption muſt put on Incorruption, and 
ay abs Mortal muſt put on Immortality, O thar 1 
ih}wight have always in mind that final end of þ 
wilMankind, and uſe theſe thy Comforts, but nor | 
m tbuſe them by exceſs and glutrony. Theſe Bo- 
iſallies which thou haſt ſo wonderfully made, and 
mulreſerves with ſuch care, are of thar Excel- ' 
j 


 anſency, and deſigned for thoſe Noble and Di- 
thaſiine purpoſes, that they muſt nor be diſgrac'd 


Libylor pollured with Vice. Theſe Creatures thou | 
theſtaſt appointed for our Refreſhment, nor for the ; 
antliſhonour or ruin of our Bodies. If our Ta- # 


e&, [ies overflow, how many of our poor Neigh- \ 7 
li, ours are in want 2 Haſt thou ſent this plenty | 
from|br me alone ? Is it nor thar I ſhould praite thee | 
fryſÞche uſe of ſo much as is needfui for my ſelf 
ſaqjed Arrendants and that I thould diſtribute the 
anj|eſt ro ſuch as arc in necd 2 I will imitate this | 
indy Liberality, my good God, and be a faithful \| 
un{ſxeward of theſe inferior Mercies. 'F: 
ou Bur this Food of my Body minds me of thar ' | 
pk my Soul. LI have another more {piritual and | 

: oxflivine Being thar I muſt fced and cloath. Gra- : 
miljdous God, forger nor that immortal and berrer 2 
(ulſſart of my felt, but nouriſh it with Wiſdom | 
{ad Truch, that I may /grow in Grace and in 4 
»gfiffhe knowledge of thee my God. Remoye not | 


x [the Candleſtick of thy Golp<! 1rom us ; ſutier F 
jnjor Schiſm and idolatry ro prevail and tmother | 


ſenſiby rruc Religion in their horrid Abominations, 
& þ[but lex Truth and Innocency ovcrcome ar laſt ; 

maugre the furious attempts of Men and De- 
wvils; feed this precious Soul with thar Bread 
wil. | which 
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which comes down from Heaven ; increaſe | 4 
me all Virtue and Goodneſs, and preſerye ol 
my Soul and Body to thine Eternal Kingdon) 4 


Amen, | 
A Thanksgiving after Meat, 
T HY Holy Name be praiſed for this fyd > 


of our Bodies, that we have receive; 
continue {till theſe rhy Mercies to us, we hs| - 
ſeech thee, for Jeſus Chrift his ſake. Amen, n 
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